


On Indian Land is a quarterly newspaper 
published by Support for Native 
Sovereignty (SNS), from the Puget Sound 
area of Washington state. SNS describes 
itself as, “working to support Native 
American land struggles, religious rights, 
political prisoners, and other issues.” The 
Spring 1993 issue is very impressive, with 
well-written and informative articles 
describing various land-based struggles 
throughout Canada and the United States. It 
is a valuable resource, with many contact 
addresses, for anyone supporting the strug- 
gles of the First Nations of North America. 
Subs are $8.00 for 4 issues, free to prisoners. 
Write: 


Support for Native Sovereignty 
P.O. Box 2104 
Seatile, WA 98111 


The campaign to keep the new Federal 
Control Unit at Florence, Colorado from 
being built is continuing. As part of their 
work against Florence, the Colorado 
Coalition to Shut Down Control Unit 
Prisons is publishing a bimonthly newslet- 
ter, Shut Them Down. The May 1993 issue has 
reports from a Mayday rally in Denver 
against Control] Units, a story about the 
opening of a Colorado state Control Unit, 
and general info about these living-hell dun- 
geons. Subs are $10.00 per year for those 
who can afford it. Write to: 


Colorado Coalition to Shut Down Control Unit 
Prisons 

P.O. Box 1156 

Boulder, CO 80206-1156 


The Spring/Summer 1993 issue of Body 
Memories, Radical Perspectives on Childhood 
Sexual Abuse is out. Anyone interested in the 
issue would find this paper quite useful. 
They are definitely interested in the relation- 
ship between childhod sexual abuse and 
prisons. They would like to hear from any- 
one trying to make this connection, as 
would Bulldozer. (Of course, men and 
women who have been sexually abused as, 
children or teenagers are much more likely 
to end up in prison than the people who do 
the abusing.) Subscriptions are free to pris- 
oners or anyone else who can’t afford it. 
Subs are on a Sliding scale from $4.00 to 
$12.00 per year. (Their cost is $8.00 per year 
per subscriber.) Write: 


Body Memories 
P.O. Box 14941 
Berkeley, CA 94701-4941 ° 


Love and Rage is an anarchist paper from , 


New York that always has some prison cov- 
erage in it. But it also reflects and reports on 


the struggles of various anarchist communi- 


ties across the continent. There has always 
been a section in the paper in Spanish, but 











there will soon be a companion paper in 
Spanish. If you know Spanish-speaking pris- 
oners who are unable to read English, please 
pass on this information. Write to them at: 


‘Love and Rage 


P.O. Box 3, Prince St. Sin. 
New York, NY 10012 


Help for the Incarcerated Innocent. Brotherlord 
Ministries offers help to people who have 
been falsely imprisoned in Pennsylvannia, 
and sometimes someone who has been 
incarcerated in another state under 
Pennsylvania law. Write: 


PLEA. 
Brotherlord Ministries 
Greenock, PA 15047-0079 


We've been sent the updated national 
address for CURE, it is: 


CURE 

POB 2310 

National Capital Station 
Washington, DC 20012-2310 


Gay Press in New York has a policy of sup- 
plying free books to gay prisoners. Write to: 


G.P.N.Y. 
Box 294 
New York, NY 10014 


This is a list of Pen Pal services that we’ve 
been sent. We know that this service is very 
much in demand, but it is one we can’t begin 
to meet! But we would like to help prisoners 
connect with the ones that are available. So 


any feedback is appreciated. 


Pam Palley 

6065 Roswell Rd 
N.E. #1132 
Atlanta, GA 30328 


Prison Fellowship 
P.O. Box 17500 
Washington, DC 20041 


Inside-Outside 
Janneke den Draak 


` Postbus 1599 


9701 BN Groningen 
The Netherlands 


David Dunn 
Correspondence Club 
16216 N. Wilcox Ave. #627 
Hollywood, CA 90028 


Pen Pal International 
Correspondence Service 
c/o Rita Cotton 

500 A. West 4th 

Rolla, MO 65401 


Sojurners Magazine 
Connections 

P.O. Box 29272 
Washingtion, D.C. 20078 


Eagle Man 
1734 W. 32nd St. 
Marion, IN 46953 


Correctional HIV 
Consortium announces free 
HIV literature for prisoners ~ 


and pre-release planning 


Bruce Edwards, Assistant Director of 
the Correctional HIV Consortium 
(C.H.C.) atnounced today that CALC. 
would begin immediately to provide 
packets of HIV/ AIDS-related literature 
for any prisoner. 


Prisoners are urged to send an 8x10, 
self-addressed, manila envelope, stamped 
with three (3) 29-cent stamps to the 
Consortium at the address given at the 
bottom of this article. Indicate whether 
you wish to receive literature in Spanish 
or English. Edwards indicated that 
C.H.C. would immediately send each 
prisoner back a booklet called AIDS and 
Prisons — The Facts, for Inmates and 
Officers; TB and Prisons — The Facts, for 
Inmates and Officers, How Do I Know You're 
Okay; Abstinence and HIV; a photonovella 
called Saturday Night Special; and a 
detailed pamphlet which should be of 
interest for those who are HIV+ or those 
who are not tested, called Living With 
HIV. Additionally, a booklet called A 
Prisoner Can Live with HIV is being print- 
ed. This booklet provides special infor- 
mation and instructions for persons who 
are incarcerated about how to extend the 
length and quality of their lives with HIV, 
even while living in an incarcerated set- 
ting, and includes many questions which 
prisoners at CIM-and CMF have recently 
asked regarding HIV and AIDS. C.H.C. is 
currently working on a grant to obtain 
postage and other mailing costs for these 
booklets in the future.Please allow two 


_ weeks for delivery. 


C.H.C. will begin providing Tran- 
sitional Case Management Services for 
any HIV+ prisoner. When the prisoner is 
within 90 days of the EPRD, the prisoner 
should send a letter to Brian Damsky, 
Case Manager (c/o C.H.C.) and request 
a Pre-Release Needs Assessment. A Case” 
Manager will be assigned and the needs 
for housing, SSI, medical care, substance 
or other counselling, food and clothing, 
household assistance, hospice care, and 
many other services will be developed to 


-meet individual needs. Cases and assis- 


tance can and will be provided through- 
out the state of California, in southern 
Oregon, and in parts of western Nevada 
and Arizona. Write to: 


Correctional HIV Consortium 
3463 State St., #204 
Santa Barbara, CA 93105 
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sunday, bloody Sunday 


On Easter Sunday at the Southern 
Ohio Correctional Facility (SCOF) located 
in Lucasville, Ohio, the years of oppression 
exploded into a full-blown riot. For all 
familiar with the treatment and conditions 
there it was long overdue. Brutality, 
Racism, Murder, and inhumane treatment 
have been documented with the state and 
federal courts as well as with Amnesty 
International and other human rights orga- 


nizations — yet the prisoncrats just kept 


tightening the screws without letup. Years 
of whitewashing by the state legislative 
watchdog committee (Correctional Insti- 
tution Inspection Committee) didn’t help. 


The CIC in 1990 called for a full-scale 
investigation into conditions at Lucasville 
which they turned into a political fiasco by 
creating an 800-member Aryan Brother- 
hood and, focusing on that aspect, saying 
the AB controlled gambling, drugs and 
prostitution inside the prison — no men- 
tion was made of the other factions and the 
fallacy about the AB called for a full-scale 


investigation by the State Highway Patrol 


after the FBI, SHP and CIIC had just inves- 
tigated allegations of two black prisoners 
being killed by white guards for touching a 
white nurse. All the SHP did was twist and 
turn their investigation to cover for the 
guards’ and prisoncrats’ illegal activities 
and call for more security and guards to be 


‘hired as well as putting the prison on semi- 
lockdown, creating more tension and op- 


pression that led to the events of the 
Bloody Easter Sunday Riot. 


The failure of the courts and legisla- 
ture to provide relief from the oppressive 
conditions, coupled.w the constant 
harassment taliation against prison- 
tied to use the legal avenues to 
dress the everyday constitutional viola- 
tions (the judges; politicians and even pris- 
oncrats pay lip service to the public about 
how prisoners should and are encouraged 








reality they oe cone See cases for 
ears, while dismissing 90% of them with- 


out a trial — and then retaliate by long- - 


goarn in control units, cell and 
body searches for harassment purposes 


and the thousand other ways they harass 
us) left only one option — Revolution. 


The years of frustration came to a head 
when forced/mandatory TB testing was 
done after the state had put fullblown 
active TB carriers in areas of the prison 
where it could spread, refusing to isolate 
them properly. When gorilla tactics were 
used by prisoncrats to enforce this’: manda- 
tory testing prisoners rebelled. What start- 


ed as a spontaneous event turned into a 


takeover of all of L Side with 8 guards 


taken hostage and 9 prisoners and one 


guard killed before it was all over. The pris- 
oners were liberated and some of those 
who refused to participate were beaten and 
killed. The takeover/ riot began at approxi- 
mately 2:45 pm on Easter Sunday and 
didn’t end until the last hostages were 
released unharmed and prisoners surren- 


ouse” we TOE See ‘system to. 


dered on National TV 11 days later on 
April 22, 1993: The negotiated surrender 
was made possible when Niki Schwartz, a 
civil rights attorney from Cleveland, Ohio, 
was called in to assist and advise the pris- 
oners involved. It is still rumored and unof- 
ficially confirmed by some prisoners 
involved that there is a much larger body 
count of prisoners killed but the state is 
covering it up. Right now the Department 
of Justice is calling the shots at the prison. 


Approximately 330 to 340 prisoners 
who were on the recreation yard when the 
riot began remained out there until approx- 
imately 3:30 am when over 200 guards 
stripped them naked, throwing all their 
belongings into a community pile (this 
property hasn’t been recovered to this day), 
handcuffed their hands behind their backs 
and then marched them naked down K 
Corridor while female and male guards 
made comments about their nudity and 
manhood, and placed 5 to 10 prisoners to a 
cell. It took four hours plus before the 
handcuffs were removed and the prisoners 
were kept like this for four days — 5 to 10 
in a cell, no medical attention, no anything 
except for a couple of coldcut sandwiches a 
day for four days until they were moved to 
one-man cells. One prisoner, Dennis 
Weaver, who had a history of litigation, 
was killed or allegedly hung while on K 
Side and a non-participant. The way he 
died has not been confirmed to this writer. 


During the riot and negotiations the 
Dept. of Corrections spokesperson repeat- 


file saying it is against his religion or phi- 


losophy to cell with another race. Those 
who have done time know that a lot of 
black/ white cells are homosexuals and 
their man — and this has been a stigma 
against integrated celling (see White v. 
Morris consent decree). It is even recog- 
nized by leading jurists that integration by 
court order is no longer effective — inte- 
gration in prison should be by choice due 
to the volatile environment. 


On Monday April 12, 1993, the bodies 
of 6 prisoners were placed on the yard for 
the DRC to pick up. They had been beaten 
and hung — all were older prisoners, some 
who refused to participate in the riot, some 
who were snitches. On Tuesday prisoners 
had dismantled windows and went from L 


Side to K Side and got prisoners in K8 to 


destroy their cells. Back in the AC Blocks 


edly treated the incident as a joke — this - | 


was the same tactic used when the 4 Bro- 
thers took control of J1 supermax back in 
“85 and is a common tactic used by the state 
which backfired this time, leading to the 


_ execution of Guard Robert Villandingham. 


` The prisoners hung sheets out the win- 
dow telling the media that the state wasn’t 


playing fair — a state’ s response was to 
while in. | move the media away from T Block 


couldn’t see or hear the prisoners in L 
Block. After Villandingham’s body was 
dumped out a window then the state start- 
ed taking the prisoners seriously. During 
all this rumors abounded — it was report- 
ed from unnamed sources that there were 
17 to 50 bodies stacked in the L Side gym 
— and to this day there are confirmations. 
of more prisoners killed at the beginning of 
the riot than the DRC is reporting. I’m told 
that the Justice Department is calling the 
shots now and a cover-up at least to the 
media is being done as to body counts. 


Demands (See box this page) were 
issued to the DRC at the start — the differ- 
ent factions inside the prison worked 
together after the initial takeover. While the 
media reports there was dissension, it was 
at a minimum. One of the problems was 
forced integration. The reason the state is 
able to tell the fallacy about the Aryan 
Brotherhood is because those prisoners who 
don’t want to be forced into integrated 
celling have to say they’re racist to obtain a 
“Green Card” which is a tag in a prisoner's 
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prisoners tore out their cell lights and 
wiring, beat on their cell doors and started 
fires with all state-issue property — this 
was not shown on TV. Ọn Wednesday the 
14th a helicopter manned by the Ohio 
National Guard and Northern Assistant 
Regional Director Joe McNeil had engine 
failure and crashed outside the prison, 
injuring those inside the helicopter. 
Governor Voinavitch ordered 500 National 
Guardsmen to surround the prison, replac- 
ing the Ohio State Highway Patrol. Water, 
food and prescription medication were 
delivered to the prisoners — all water, elec- 
tricity and food had been cut off since the 
inception of the takeover, this was the day 
Villandingham’s body was dumped out the 
window (Thursday April 15). In exchange 
for the release of a hostage, the prisoners 
were given air time on TV to speak — 
identified as “inmate George” (later a pri- 
vate investigator called the TV into the col- 
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lective resistance activitiesand media peo- 
ple telling them that inmate George was 
George Skaizes — a former client who she 
believed was innocent of the murder he 
was imprisoned for) who told the public 
that all prisoners of all races joined together 
in unity during the takeover, to show the 
public the oppressive conditions they were 
living under, and that they were all willing 
to die if their demands were not met. 


John W. Perotti #167-712 
P.O. Box 1368 MANCI 
Mansfield, OH 44901 


Lucasville 
Demands 


1. Follow all administrative rules and 
regulations. 

2. Administrative discipline and crimi- 
nal proceedings will be fairly and im- 
partially administered without bias 
against any specific individuals or 
groups. - 
3. All injured parties will receive 
prompt medical care and follow-up. 


4. The surrender will be witnessed by 
religious leaders and news media. 


5. Unit Management system will be 
reviewed with attempts to improve in 
areas requiring change. 

6. SOCF will contact the Federal Court 
to review the White v. Morris consent 
decree that requires integrated celling. 


7. All close security prisoners have 
already been transferred from K Side 
and L Side. Close security inmates will 
be immediately evaluated for transfer. 


8. Procedures will be implemented to 

thoroughly review prisoners’ files per- 

taining to early release matters and 

changes will be made where warranted. 

‘9. 600 inmates transferred to relieve 
| overcrowding. 


Mrccrent policies regarding inap- 
propriate supervision will be rigidly 
enforced. 


11. Medical staffing levels will be 
reviewed to ensure compliance with 
ACA standards for medical care. 


12. Attempts will be made to expedite 
and improve work and portam 
opportunities. 


13. The DRC will work to evaluate and 
improve work and programmatic 
opportunities. 


14. There will be no retaliatory actions 
taken toward any prisoner or group of 
prisoners or their property. 


15. A complete review of all correc- 
tional facility mail and visit policies 
will be undertaken. 


16. Transfers from the correctional 
facility are coordinated through the 
Bureau of Classification. Efforts will be 
increased té énsure prompt transfers 
of those prisoners who meet eligibility 
requirements. 


17. Efforts will be undertaken to 
upgrade channels of communication 
between employees and prisoners 
involving quality of life issues. 


18. The complete commissary pricing 
system will be reviewed. 


19. The DRC will consult the 
Department of Health regarding any 
future TB testing. 


20. The FBI will monitor processing and 
ensure that civil rights will be upheld. 


21. The DRC will consider case by case 
the interstate transfer of any prisoner 
if the DRC feels that there is a reason- 
able basis to believe that they would 
be unable to provide a secure environ- 
ment for that prisoner. Any prisoner 
denied transfer will be reviewed by 
the Federal Bureau of Prisons. 





for the second time. This time they stated 
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Campaign to free Puerto 
Rican Political Prisoners 


Today the United States government 
holds in its custody many Puerto Rican 
women and men, criminalizing them for 
having fought for the independence of their 
country. Like George Washington in his day, 
they are anti-colonial combatants. 
Washington’s contemporary, Thomas Paine, 
defended in Common Sense the choice to 
take up arms against the British colonizer: 


“It is the violence which is done and 
threatened to our persons; the destruction 


of our property by:an armed forte; the inva- 


sion of our country by fire and sword, 
which conscientiously qualifies the use of 
arms...” 


They are like Nelson Mandela in our 
day, who told the court when faced with 
life in prison for his role in a conspiracy to 
use force to overthrow the apartheid 
regime,”A time comes in the life of any 
nation, where there remains only two choic- 
es — submit or fight. That time has now 
come to South Africa. We shall not submit 
and we have no choice but to hit back by 


all the means in our power in defense of 
our people, our future, and our freedom.” 


And also like Mandela, they are serv- 
ing the equivalent of life in prison. 


Most of the prisoners are convicted of 
seditious conspiracy and related charges — 
conspiring to use force against the lawful 
authority of the United States over Puerto 
Rico. While U.S. courts determined that 
they violated domestic law, other forums 
and tribunals have determined that they 
acted pursuant to international law, which 
provides that colonialism is a crime, and 
which protects and encourages the legiti- 
mate fight to eradicate colonialism. Others 
are convicted of conspiring to take U.S. 
government-insured money for use in their 
struggle for self-determination. 


The United States claims a proud role 
as a defender of human rights across the 
globe. The continued incarceration of these 
men and women stands in stark contrast to 
this claimed role. Furthermore: 


Release Silvia Baraldini! 


On June 9, 1992 ten thousand signa- 
tures of U.S. supporters requesting Silvia 
Baraldini’s transfer to Italy were submit- 
ted to the U.S. Attorney General’s Office. 
In October 1992, the Bush Administration 


‘arya aiy s regue 





that there was insufficient public support 
in the U.S. for Silvia’s transfer and that 


there was “blood on her hands”. In fact, - 


Silvia's- convictions were for conspiracy 
for a robbery that never took place and 
conspiracy for the escape of Assata 
Shakur: no one was hurt. 


` Soon after the rejection the U.S. 
Ambassador to Italy held a press confer- 
ence accusing Silvia of murder, claiming 
that Silvia — and not the Italian govern- 
ment — had petitioned for her repatria- 
tion in 1992, which is totally untrue. This 
had the reverse effect and sparked public 
support for Silvia in Italy. She was asked 
to write an article for March 8th, 
International Women’s Day (IWD), for an 
Italian paper. Television and magazines, 
including a Vatican publication, featured 
articles about Silvia. On IWD, Jane Segal, 
from the U.S. Release Silvia! Committee, 
and Elizabeth Fink, Silvia’s attorney, 
spoke about Silvia’s case at a demonstra- 
tion of 7,000 people in Rome, They were 
impressed"by the enormous support in 
Italy for Silvia’s repatriation; large sup- 
port meetings were also held in Florence 
and Milan. The women’s demonstration 
in San Francisco on IWD had a large con- 
tingent supporting all U.S. political pris- 
oners, including great support for Silvia. 

Italian Foreign Minister Colombo 
met with Warren Christopher, U.S. 
Secretary of State on March 9th; he raised 
the question of Silvia’s transfer. 
Christopher’s reply was that he would 
look into the matter. On April 6, the 
Italian Foreign Minister re-petitioned the 
Attorney General’s Office in the US. for 
her repatriation to Italy — for the third 
time —under the Strasbourg Convention. 


A delegation of Italian women 
Members of Parliament (M.P.s) presented 
a petition on behalf of all woman M.P.s 
supporting Silvia’s repatriation, which 
was present to the U.S. Attorney 
General’s Office on March 30. Given the 





result of the presidential election here, we 
are cautiously hopeful that there may be 
some movement in Silvia’s case and those 
of other political prisoners. 


Silvia is still at FC] Marianna, a high 
security women’s unit inside a male 
prison in Marianna, Florida. She became 
eligible for parole in this spring. Her cus- 
tody rating has also been lowered, mak- 
ing her eligible for a transfer.) 


Please join the joint campaign of sup- 
porters in Italy and the U.S.-We need your 
help in the following ways. 


* Send us the names of as many congres- 
sional contacts or press contacts that you 
know of for the visit of the Italian 
Members of Parliament. | 


* Please make a financial donation; make 


. checks payable to CIRSBI and mail to: 


Release Silvia! 
294 Atlantic Ave. 
Brooklyn, N.Y. 11201 


* Distribute the new petitort. (Write to one 
of the defense committees for it.) 


* Call 1-800-888-5284 and ask for message 
#41 to be sent to Attorney General Janet 
Reno to let her and President Clinton 
know you support her repatriation. (Call 
until the end of July; calls cost $5:50 on 
your credit card and $6.50 if billed later). 
For more information, contact: 

Release Silvia! . 

3543 18th St. #30 

San Francisco, CA 94110 





* Ten of the prisoners are serving terms 
of 55 to 90 years, sentences which are 19 
times longer than the average sentence for 
all offenses in the year they were sentenced. 


* Their disproportionate sentences punish 
them for who they are — anti-colonial com- 
batants — rather than for what they did. 


* Most have already served 10 to 13 years 
in prison, far longer than the average per- 
son convicted of murder serves. 


* They acted out of political motivation, not 
for personal gain. 


* Many have been held in the most maxi- 


' mum security prisons under restrictive 


conditions which even 
International has condemned. : 


Amnesty 


Finally, U.S. history offers rich prece- 
dents for their release. U.S. presidents have 


‘ throughout history exercised the constitu- 


tional power of pardon to release people 
who acted or conspired to act against the 
government, including Confederate sol- 
diers who had taken up arms in the Civil 
War and were convicted of treason, social- 
ists convicted of organizing armed resis- 
tance to conscription for World War I, and 
Puerto Rican Nationalists who fired on 


. Blair House in 1950 and on the U.S 


Congress in 1954. 


| Free Naeem Trotter! 


Christopher “Naeem” Trotter is 
incarcerated at the Indiana State Prison 
in Michigan City. Christopher is a young 
man, 30 years old from a working-class 
black family. He is serving a 142 year 


eSsury Or Mis par D O 


the February 1, 1985 prison rebellion at 
the Indiana State Reformatory. In the. 
rebellion 7 correctional officers were -> 


stabbed and 4 other guards taken 
hostage for a period of 16 hours. The 
rebellion was in direct response to the 


racist and unprovoked beating of a black _ 


prisoner while handcuffed and shackled 
by white guards during a shakedown of 
the Maximum Restraint Unit. These beat- 
ings had become an established pattern 
among the guards. Out of the more than 
300 prisoners who participated in some 
form: in the rebellion, only 6 including 
Chris (all Black) were hand-picked and 
charged on various counts. The counts 
included battery, attempted murder, con- 
finement and rioting. Before the rebellion 
occurred, Chris only had a few more 
months to serve. 


In April 1987, Chris was tried and 
convicted by an all-white jury on 2 
counts of attempted murder, 4 counts of 
confinement and 1 count of rioting. Chris 


was given the maximum sentence for 


each of these culminating in 142 years. 
The trial took place within the same juris- 
diction as the Reformatory. The case was 
tried in a vacuum in which the jury was 
deliberately prevented from viewing all 
of the evidence by court intervention. 


Chris raised self-defense and 


defense of a third person (Lincoln Love, - 


the prisoners who was severely beaten 
that morning.) There was extensive evi- 
dence to verify this claim, crucially from 
one of the guards who was stabbed and 
from other State witnesses. In his despo- 
sition, Richardson (a white guard) 
describes in great detail the events that 
led to the rebellion. Richardson spoke of 
a pseudo-Ku Klux Klan organization, 
entitled the “Sons of Light” among 
correctional officials that systematically 
beat Black prisoners, and the climate of 
terror within the Reformatory. Such 
racism and brutality were sanctioned at 
the highest level: Richardson states, 


People in Puerto Rico and the U.S. 
have established Ofensiva 92, a campaign to 
win the prisoners’ immediate and uncondi- 
tional release. The campaign is reaching 
new people and forums, including the New 
York City Council, which recently passed a 
resolution asking the Secretary General of 
the United Nations to call on the U.S. presi- 
dent to release the prisoners. In July of this 
year, Ofensiva will submit to the U.S. presi- 
dent a formal application for their release. 
In support of this application, the cam- 
paign is collecting letters directed to 
President Bill Clinton, as well as resolu- 
tions from organizations. 


Add your voice to the thousands who 
have already expressed their opinion to the 


president. Let him know that it was not ~ 


enough for the U.S. to pressure South 
Africa to release Nelson Mandela, and that 
the U.S. must apply such standards within 
its own borders and its own prisons and to 
its own Mandelas. The campaign will be 
continuing long after the July application to 
the President. co 


Send your letters, which the campaign 


will forward to the president to: 
Ofensiva 92 

Apartado Postal 20190 

Rio Piedras, Puerto Rico 00928 


“Then you have somebody like Captain 
Sands. Our children used to be babysit- 
ted by him and they played with his Klan 
robe. He carries a card. He’s very 
involved in it. That’s the Captain which 
is over all the Captains of the institu- 
tion.” The evidence Richardson provided 
regarding the beating that morning and 
the internal terror network were declared 
by the Court to be irrelevant and collater- 
al to the charges Chris was facing. Thus, 
the evidence was excluded. 


_ There are many conflicting scenarios 
surrounding the case of Christopher on 
behalf of the Indiana judicial system. We 
are fighting back and need your support 
to assure this brother’s freedom from 
such grotesque injustice. 


Under the National People’s Demo- i 


cratic Uhuru Movement (NPDUM), we 
have created a Christopher “Naeem” 
Trotter Defense Fund (CNTDF). We are 
seeking the help of people who support 
democracy, freedom and self-determina- 
tion. We can not allow. this or any injus- 
tices to continue among our people. 
Whether your contribution is time, partic- 
ipation or monetary patronage it is wel- — 
comed and appreciated. For additional 
information on the case or to see how you 
can be involved, please contact Aziza Tro- 
tter, coordinator of the CNTDE, write: «o - 
CNTDF 

POB 441761 

Indianapolis, IN 46244-1761 

(317) 685-8758 ; 
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Dear Prison News Readers, 


Iam a lifer who has recently been 
transferred to TCI (Trumbull Correctional 
Institution), Leavittsburg, Ohio, from SOCF 
(Southern Ohio Correctional Facility), 
Lucasville, Ohio. My first encounter with 


‘SOCE was in June 1976, and shortly after 


my arrival there a friend of mine was 
stabbed and killed in a TV room after an 
argument over changing the channel on a 


television. All the while I was at SOCF 
‘there were either convicts killing convicts, 


or guards killing convicts, and for a long 


time there was at least one stabbing per . 


day on the verge of averaging one death 
per week. On a rainy day the inside cell 
blocks, day rooms, and corridors would 
have the smell of a slaughterhouse. 


On Wednesday, April 14, 1993, I was 
transferred out of “Lucasville” in the midst 
of a riot and convicts still killing convicts. It 
seems nothing has changed there over the 
years and nothing ever will because the 
problems are being passed on from year to 
year and generation to generation of 
administrators and officials in the Ohio 
Prison System, and that the problem is we 
-are not being considered, treated, or 
respected as human beings first ... if at all, 
but rather as a commodity to further 
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 Lucasviile — Hell i in a very 
confined space 


enhance their multi-billion dollar human 
warehouse business and to generate greater 
revenues for what the state has established 
as a thriving business with excellent job 
security for its employees. There has not 
been a strong and reliable Director at the 
Department of Rehabilitation and Cor- 
rection since George F. Denton left office. At 
this very moment the system is torn and 
struggling to function under Unit Manage- 
ment using untrained, unqualified, and 
incompetent converted staff officials and 
supervisors, while at the same time trying 
to juggle between old and outdated admin- 
istrative regulations which the Department 
constantly hides behind to justify their 
treatment towards the convicts and at the 
same time contradicting their own Unit 
Management concept. With this conflict 
going on at the top of management how do 
they expect to accomplish anything produc- 
tive, or constructive from their convict work 
force? The whole workplace for convicts in 
the Ohio Prison System is unstable especial- 
ly with everyone always being punished for 
what one person does because he doesn’t 
have to answer for his actions - we do. 


The number of Ohio prisons has more 
than doubled since my entering the system 
in 1976, and to date there are approximate- 
ly 26 institutions not counting the women’s 


institutions, and what are considered honor 


camps for convicts. These would take the ` 


count closer to 40 than 30. Another prob- 
lem is some of the criminals (guards) 
guarding criminals (convicts) and no one 
seems to care because there is enough 
money ($$$) for everyone if no one gets 
greedy. The guards have murdered over 
nine convicts and have stolen tens of thou- 
sands of dollars worth of convicts’ personal 


' property since I have been here but you do 


not hear much about their prosecutions 
because there aren’t any, but you will hear 
about the nine convicts and one guard who 
died, the tens of thousands of dollars worth 
of damage done to the structure, and the 
public will have to listen to and deal with 
the prosecution of those convicts involved 


over the course of the next year or so. This 


is the system’s way of diverting attention 


_ away from the real issues and problems 


which have caused so much unrest in the 
Ohio Prison System. 


Under the present administration with 
their dictator-type attitudes convicts in 
every institution in Ohio make it a poten- 
tial “Lucasville” because every institution 
here has a convict or two who were at 
Lucasville and that place breeds a “special” 
type of convict, more than any other insti- 
tution in the state. Why? Isolated where it 
is in Scioto County, Ohio, it attracts a spe- 
cial breed of employee who turn out this 
special product it releases back into society. 
Psychologists call it conditioning, and this 
conditioning is necessary for some to sur- 
vive in the Lucasville atmosphere because 
the man is alive and well at SOCF. 


ae EET cs eee 


pages- 





Il am very sorry events unfolded as 
they did but history has taught us-all what, 
human reactions are towards struggles for 
change. They would rather not. Especially 
those of our society and cultures in the 
United States. We are the biggest abusers of 
ethnocentrism in the world and it doesn’t 
even embarrass us. 


So what has been learned from the 
recent events at Lucasville? What was 
accomplished? A number of families which 
are the basic structure of our society have 
been destroyed or damaged forever but the 
damage done to the system can and will be 
repaired because it is a business, profitable 
to our capitalist economy, and it is what the 
majority of societies want in America. Still, 
there is going to have to be some new and 
innovative minds placed in the Department 
of Rehabilitation and Correction in the 
State of Ohio before any real noticeable 
changes take place in the Ohio Prison 
System. Some minds who will realize con- 
victs are human beings before they are con- 


‘victs andrthat’fact will*never change. 


Otherwise, in 1968, it was labeled the 
“Ohio Pen Riot,” in 1993, the “Lucasville 
Riot,” and in... 


Very truly yours, 
James T. Teague A144-955 


Trumbull Correctional Institution 
5701 Burnett Road 

P.O. Box 901 

Leavittsburg, Ohio 44430 
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ieee oe a one hour break and orty- 


five minutes later it doesn’t look as if I will 
be rettitning to work for a while because 
“age has ‘started. There are still convicts 

e recreation yard which should have 
been cleared long ago for 4:00 P.M, count 
but they are still there so I know it is a seri- 
ous matter brewing. 


From what I can see out my window 
that gives me a partial view of the recre- 
ation yard it is going to be an evening of 
pure unorganized chaos with the convicts 
running loose everywhere except for the 
part of the institution (K-Block) that I am in 
because the officers were able:to ward off 
the release of the K-Side convicts. Some of 
the more daring convicts have ventured 
over the perimeter fence that separates the 
cell blocks from the recreation yard to. win- 
dow visit with those still held captive in 
their cells. There are day room windows in 
the buildings that face out toward the 
recreation yard between the two blocks and 
from time to time you can see an officer 
peek around the corner edge, or one stand- 
ing fully erect in the day room window 
‘with shotgun in hand, but still the convicts 
come to the cell block buildings bringing 


. News and conversation of the happenings, 


or seeking food, clothing, or bedding in 
preparation of events to come because it 
looks to be a long night. 


All along the cell blocks other convicts 
are passing out their blankets, cigarettes, 
coffee, caps, sheets, and whatever else they 
can contribute to the cause because it 
appears they too have a burning desire to 
be outside their cells and directly involved 
in the struggle but were cut short by the 
Disturbance Control Squad from getting set 
loose from their cells in K-Block. A K-Side 
release would have included four more 
general population blocks, one-and-a-half 
death row blocks, one-and-a-half local con- 


. trol blocks, and a special unit block (med- 


ical) of those inmates with problems which 
are out of their hands. 





J-Block, which includes 40 cells in J-1, 
* 80 cells in J-2, 80 cells in J-3, and 80 cells in 
J-4 combining security control, disciplinary 
a local control, administrative con- 






have | pe 
gotten reports that. L-Side’s cell Blocks are 
being destroyed by the convicts, and that 
the control panel consoles which control 
the opening and closing of the cell doors 
are being rendered unusable and huge 
holes are being knocked into some of the 
cinder block walls. It was said when the 
disturbance first happened Officer Ratcliff 
and Earl Elder sought refuge in a locked 
stairwell at the back of the cell block and 
when he refused to come out and give his 
keys up the convicts just beat through the 
cinder block wall and took the keys ... and 
him. Earl Elder was killed for trying to pro- 
tect the officer arid hiding out with him. 


From my window I can see at least one, 
but possibly two, unmoving bodies lying in 
the grass and I am told there are more in the 
corridor and cell blocks on L-Side. I have 
also heard that the convicts were holding 
about seven or eight correctional officers 
hostage, and they were keeping them by 
themselves or in couples, placing them in 
various locations on L-Side separated from 
each other, and making it a little difficult for 
the SWAT teams to reach them easily. 


Two of the local news stations (Ports- 
mouth, Ohio; WPAY), and Channel 10 News 
(Columbus, Ohio; CBS-WBNS), have been 
the only news mentions I have heard con- 
cerning the incident here and both are say- 
ing things are under control inside the 
prison but I know they are just saying that 
for the public’s benefit because from in here 
I can see some things are a lot out of control. 


During most of the late evening there 
was little movement on the yard because 
the temperature cooled slightly and most of 
the men sought warmer shelter for the 
night. Occasionally one or two inmates will 
walk to a window or to the other side of 
the next block but soon.even they are gone 
back towards the group of convicts gath- 
ered on the recreation field because they 
feel safe and secure in numbers. 


en re er etter K-Block. I aie 


The remainder of the night was fairly 
quiet with an occasional fly-over by one of 
the helicopters and routine drive passes by 
the outside perimeter patrol vehicles. The 
news coverage turned live and a lot more 
factual as the night grew on but conditions 
seem to be getting worse rather than better. 
Somewhere there are supposed to be nego- 
tiations going. on and the convicts on the 
yard are saying that telephone talks are all 
that have taken place so far. I guess that is 
all the negotiating they can do at this stage 
of the crisis. I was sort of thinking they 
would send one of these super macho 
dudes that be in here dogging and 
mistreating us all day like Rambo to try to 
rescue the hostages but I see now they are 
so egotistic they didn’t watch the movie. 

It doesn’t appear as if anything more is 
going to take place within my eyesight so I 
am going to call it a night. Whatever is 
going to happen doesn’t need me depriv- 
ing myself of rest to see it because I will 
hear about it anyway. I am only one hun- 
dred per cent sure the buildings will be 
here when I awaken in the morning. 





As of this morning (Monday, April 12, 
1993), the buildings are still here and it 
doesn’t appear any of the remaining 
hostages have been injured during the night 


but that is yet to be discovered after all this 


is over with. One thing for sure is the con- 
vict-on-convict count is rising and I am sad- 
dened with the thought of all the grieving 
parents and loved ones over these actions. 
Tempers are still running high especially 
those of the men still confined to their cells. 


It is now 10:15 a.m., Monday, April 12, 
1993 and it appears a group of convicts 
excited one of the M-2 Gym doors (L-Side) 
and left what appears to be a body on the 
ground outside and then the group went 
back inside. I am looking and it doesn’t 
appear the person left in the grass is mov- 
ing. Just as they did last night SWAT will 
probably come in force to retrieve the vic- 
tim and then leave. The body count is ris- 
ing higher and higher and the news says it 
is now at eight convicts known injured, six 
convicts dead, ten guards injured, and one 
station reported two guards dead but I 
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_haven’t heard it on the other stations yet. I 
` give the true count on convicts to be at least 
two to three times that high. 


At 10:40 a.m. this morning the body 

` Wags retrieved from the recreation yard and 
all was quiet again. At approximately 11:25 
A.M. bag lunches were brought in to the 
cell block and passed out to the convicts. 
All the television channels have been 


_ blacked out except Channels 5 (FOX Net- 


work) and 42 (PBS Network). There hasn’t 
been any movement on the recreation yard 
except to deposit a body then go back 
inside. It is so sad that innocent people have 
to die because society has structured itself 
so far away from rehabilitation and more 
towards the punishment which has caused 
these men to act in the manner they are 
doing. I do suspect the officials will use this 
incident to overreact towards convicts in 
the future and justify their actions for a long 
time coming. They can now release their 
‘excuses from the 1968 Ohio 
riot and get a firm grasp on the 1993 
Southern Ohio Correctional Facility riot. 


It has been close to twenty-four hours - 


since many of these men have eaten but 
hunger is not yet a determining factor to 
their rage of violence. The spark used to 
ignite this fire is being blamed on the 
-administration’s supposed planned use of 
strongman tactics to administer the flu vac- 
cine today to those who had refused it ear- 


lier but they didn’t do a very good job of - 


preventing those concerned from knowing. 
It is like they were hoping the word of their 
. threat would be enough to make the men 


. submit today, but now it appears their , 


threats acted as a catalyst in this incident. 
‘Whatever, their physical actions were a day 


later than their verbal threat and this is 


what came from that seed. The convicts got 
word of their threats and plans, staged a 
fake disturbance, and when the guards 
responded to the “Silent Alarm,” ding-ding 


___ and presto, the fight tis on and the oppo- 
eR METE inthe ring. ee ee SEEN 


From being a resident of many years 


in this facility I know the threat of the flu 
vaccine alone is not the sole cause of this 
uprising. Even the fact that the facility is 
overcrowded and understaffed cannot be 
held to blame, but the treatment we receive 
from those who are administrators, super- 
visors, and correctional officers over us can 
be held to blame because a lot are under- 
trained and undereducated to deal and 
function effectively and efficiently in a 
prison environment or correctional circum- 
stances. Not so much physical abuse but 
_the verbal abuse in dealing with us has 
given many a thouglit of “You can’t talk to 
me like that”, but their actions of retalia- 
tion were just held in storage until now. 
These people are masters of saying one 
thing and doing another - right in front of 


_ your face! Talk about hiding behind a. 


badge, uniform, and/or authority, the 
‘Ohio Department of Corrections is King!. 
Now looking out the window at the few I 
can see they aren’t kings at all, but kind of 
favor queens to me. 


There was just a CNN report at 5:03 
-P.M., this Monday afternoon on the radio 
that said the death toll so far is six convicts 
and two guards, and they believe there are 
many more injured still inside. I have heard 
‘of a few of these injuries prior to the news- 


cast so I know their source to be fairly reli- 


able. From what the spokeswoman Ms. 
Millhouse (or whatever her name is) 
reported in the news the convicts with 
~ hostages are still standing their ground on 
their demands, which are reported to be 
nineteen. It is ironic what is reported for 
the purpose of the general public and J 
classify it as a “Need to know” type thing 
because the news broadcasts claimed the 
State Highway Patrol and Correctional 
Officials recaptured the recreation yard 
about 9:00 P.M. last night yet I have seen 
convicts still depositing a body on it this 
‘morning, so exactly how much of the yard 
have they really recaptured? 


tentiary ~ 


At 5:30 P.M., this Monday, I heard | 


through the institutional grapevine that all 


" eight cell blocks on L-Side are totally unus- 


able because all the toilets and sinks have 
been destroyed in most of the cells. I fig- 


- ured that much would be happening over 


there anyway because there is double the 
general convict population on that side 
which means double the personalities and 
attitudes, and frustrations to be vented. 
Also, toilets and sinks don’t fight back and 
don’t shoot. 


At 5:35 P.M. the Unit Manager’s voice 
can be heard in the cell block and that is 
very diplomatic and courageous of him to 
walk through talking and checking with 
convicts. I would suspect after this is over 
with all the convicts not involved and who 
are Close 3 security status will be getting 
transferred to make room for those convicts 
who are Max 3’s and 4’s to stay here. 


Negotiations went on during the 
night and from where I am being housed 
no developments in the. standoff came 
„about because they are still there and we 
are still here. 


On Tuesday, April 13, 1993, at approxi- 


| mately 8:15 A.M., we called out for break- 


fast and everyone had two cold peanut but- 
ter and jelly sandwiches delivered to our 
houses. I will put my two peanut butter 
and jelly sandwiches in my locker box now 


and when I retrieve them again later this 
evening they will probably have been 
turned into steak sandwiches by the “Wish 
Fairy,” but for now another thought is on 
my mind. Last night after I settled in I was 
thinking about what a friend had told me 
Sunday evening. He said they had gotten 
into the Unit Manager’s Office (Unit 
Manager, Secretary, Case Manager, and 
Correctional Counselor), and had gotten 
into the inmate files. If this is true, the DRC 
(Department and Rehabilitation and Cor- 
rection) has violated one of its own direc- 
tives, and that is not to store any type of 
confidential information where it will be 
easily accessible to other convicts in such a 
situation as this. 

This directive came about after the 
New Mexico prison riot where convicts got 


into the Deputy’s Office confidential - 


(snitch) files and then went about eliminat- 
ing the snitches of record. I read the memo 
myself and it was signed by the Director 
Richard Seiter, so I know it exists, and I was 
just wondering if this is what sparked the 
beating deaths of some of the six convicts 
here, and if so, their families should have a 
lot to say and do about that because these 
people have a Supreme Court ruling 
against them that states they must protect 
those convicts whose lives “they” place in 
jeopardy like that. 


Finally at 9:49. A.M: a few of the officers 
have decided to come in and sweep the bot- 


_tom range area for us. The convicts aren’t 


giving any ground either saying to them it 
is going to be littered again as soon as they 
leave. That is the typical example of these 
Ohio convicts’ attitude because it is the con- 
victs upstairs who are saying it and it is the 
convicts downstairs who are forced to live 
smelling the garbage and trash that is 
thrown down in front of their cells. They 
have no consideration for themselves or 
their fellow convicts so you know no one 
other than “self” has anything coming from 
these convicts. 


As for me I am just passing through 
this place and state because I was born and 
raised in the Sharon-Farrell, Pa. areas, with 
some years shared in the New England 
states of Massachusetts and Connecticut. I 
have no intentions of ever living here 
under any conditions except forced con- 
finement. Still, I am here for the moment 
and must deal with my present situation 
before I can make it to the next, and that is 
dealing with the negative attitudes of the 
Ohioans ... on both sides of the fence. 


There is another news briefing sched- 
uled for 11:00 A.M. this morning but as of 
now things are still the same. Earlier news 
reports stated there were people (both 
media and family) here from as far away as 





California covering the incident and I am 
sure there are a lot of concerned family 
members on the scene or in the area. 
Considering the attitudes, mentality, history 
of past violence towards convicts here, if 
roles were reversed and I had family or 
friends in here I would have camped out on 
the Lucasville-Minford Road yesterday! I 
know this is devastating to my wife, who 
teaches school, to the point that she will 
have very few, if any, sick days left after this 
is over with. Bless you My Love, and I love 
you too! 


Portions of the 11:00 A.M. briefing 
were just broadcast over WPAY and the 
spokeswoman announced a seventh convict 
body was discovered in K-Block at 10:00 
A.M. this morning, but she wouldn’t elabo- 
rate any further because there was no riot- 
ing done in the K-Blocks and that is the sec- 
tion of the institution they have been telling 
the media they have under control. “Then 
how did the seventh convict die?” the news 
media wanted to know, but she didn’t tell. 
She did say K-Block convicts were being fed 
but L-Block convicts were not. She isn’t 
telling the whole truth and I could tell from 
the reporters’ questions to her they knew 
she was lying. At this very moment K-7 Cell 
Block has running water to the cells but K-8 
Cell Block does not. We were just informed 
by another convict who was just returned to 


the block from spending the last two days 
in the SOCF Infirmary that a lot more con- 
victs are dead than reported, and he says 
some officers are dead also. : 


It appears all those convicts who were 
on visit and on work assignments at the 
time the riot started were placed in the infir- 
mary and not permitted to return to their 
assigned housing in K or L Blocks. This 
morning they started releasing those they 
could to housing in K-Block. There is still a 
lot of unrest in both the convicts of K and L 
Blocks and I feel this thing is far from over. 


At approximately 2:00 P.M., Tuesday, 
April 13th, Lt. Shade and some correction- 





al officers came around with a list of © 


names of cons to pack up their property 
because they were being transferred 
administratively to another institution. 
These are the convicts in K-Block who 
have Medium 3 and Close 3 level security 
status. Some of these are also the cons who 
were saved from active participation in 
the riot by not being set loose from their 
cells on Sunday but they have sure done 
their. part in participating since then. 

There still haven’t been any changes in 
the negotiations as far as I know but I 


would imagine those concerned are still ` 


talking. I don’t know what the nineteen 
demands are that the cons have made but I 


am sure they have been discussed thor- __ 


oughly amongst them before being submit- 
ted. Of course what affects them affects me 
so I am deeply concerned: over the issues. 
From what I have read and studied almost 


everything gained through the death of the © 


1968 Ohio Pen riot past DRC administra- 
tions have systematically taken them back. 
Now, the cons have nothing else for them 
to take ... or to lose. I would imagine some 


_ pretty fair officers got. caught in the middle 
because I see some still walking around I 
’ was hoping tO miss ... dearly Youscan 


believe one thing for sure and'that is wha 





because these cons are standing strong! 


oe 
eet 


just gave a list of those inmates who have 


ų died so far and I know four of the'seven A~ 
- couple were at the end of their sentence too, 


with close to twenty years in. I have eigh- 


teen years and four months inand T still 


consider myself very fortunate because I 


| .am very much alive. 


_ The night went by pretty much the 
same with no change in the standoff situa- 
tion . Helicopter patrols have become a lit- 
tle more frequent in the past day but I fig- 
ure that is in their plan to either disguise 


ever they have planned forjus th S 
| going to have to follow through with it = 2 






some other.noise on the outside or just part 


of their future tactical strategy for whatever 
they decide to do in the end. 


5:00 A.M., Wednesday, April 14th: 


There was a helicopter crash about one _ 


hour ago and news reports say. there 
weren't any serious injuries. They also re- 
ported cons were throwing things out the 
window (probably L-4, 41-80 cell side),.and . 
there was a plea stating the hostages need- 


ed food and cigarettes. That, my friends, isa 
new twist because it’s their co-workers who — 


are depriving them in the first place. They 


really should consider a less hazardous line — 


of work if they get out of this mess safely. 


Well, my time is just about up here 
because they are here to take us away. It’s 


been fun - but I have to run because once - 


again I find my life at the wrong place at 
the wrong time. For me, this can be a best- 
selling title, and I could be the 


The National Guard just came in and 


tear-gassed the inmates in K-8 Cell Block 
and all the convicts are at their windows 
trying to get fresh breathing air. The smoke 
is coming towards K-7 Cell Block so I am 


going to have to close for now. It is also — 


time for my bus ride north. I have just been 


‘informed I am being transferred to 
Trumbull Correctional Institution (TCD in 


Leavittsburg, Ohio. See you around. 
Sincerely, 


James Teague 
(See address on page 3) 
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“Those who will go within prison 
walls and there see what human beings 
become when deprived of liberty, when 
subjected to the care of brutal keepers, to 
coarse, cruel words, to a thousand stinging, 
piercing humiliations, will agree that the 
entire apparatus of prison and punishment 
is an abomination which ought to be 
brought to an end.” 


With the words of Peter Kropotkin in 
mind, prisoners at the Southern Ohio 
Correctional Facility (SOCEF) brought the 
prison to its knees on April 11, 1993, when 
a fight between two prisoners during the 


- end of outside recreation emerged into a 


full-scale insurrection. Prison guards were 


_ beaten down and taken hostage by prison- - 


ers on the L-Side prison wing (consisting of 
eight cell blocks, dayrooms, unit offices and 
a gymnasium) who barricaded themselves 


_in. Prisoncrats later claim that the initial 


fight was staged, yet this was a ploy by 
prisoncrats to create premeditated circum- 
stances and thus justify harsh criminal 
penalties, as was the ploy to supply the 
bourgeois media with disinformation that 
the Lucasville Uprising was a struggle for 


racial power among prisoners, to downplay 


the 21 years worth of atrocities at SOCF, 


Out of the 728 prisoners who were 
confined to L-side, 321 were still on the 
recreation yard during the uprising and 
after helicopters began sweeping the roofs 
for loose prisoners, they were rounded up 
and escorted to K-side (same as L-side with 
the exception of 4 cellblocks which houses: 
Death Row, disciplinary segregated prison- 
ers and psychiatric prisoners) and packed 
in cells ten deep early April 12, leaving 407 
prisoners and 8 hostages barricaded in on 
L-side. April 13 brought the body count of 
prisoners to seven with the death of one 
prisoneron K-side who initially refused to 
participate in the Uprising. The death of 
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The Lucasville uprising 


ambulances were seen entering the prison 
parking lot being loaded up with eighteen 
guards who, unfortunately, escaped before 
the overthrow was completed. 


A massive police force consisting of 
Ohio State Highway Patrol and other 
insignificant cops secured the perimeter of 
the prison while Ohio Governor George 
Voinovich activated 500 National Guards 
on April 14, whose main function, other 
than eating jellied donuts at the fair- 
grounds, was to distribute food and water 
to L-side prisoners along with stopping 
every few minutes to pose for photogra- 
phers. On April 15, prisoncrats recovered 
the sheet-wrapped body of hostage/guard 
Vallandinghang (excuse me, Vallanding- 
ham) that was dropped onto the prison 
yard from a cell window on L-side. 


The cause of death? Prisoncrat spokes- 
woman Tessa Unwin’s response to prison- 
ers’ threat of death of Vallandinghung 
(excuse me, Vallandingham), “a standard 
threat they’ve been issuing,” which freed 
hostage/guard Demons countered with, 
“that man did not die until that woman 
made a statement like that.” Therefore, 
Vallandinghavl (excuse me, 
Vallandingham) died not as a result of 
allegedly being hung but rather as a result 
of Tessa’s deadly comment. Later in the day 
a State Highway Patrol helicopter crashed 
giving its two occupants minor injuries 
while one hostage was freed after five 
demands were listed by a prisoner during a 
live broadcast from the prison yard. 


April 16 brought the release of another 


hostage after a prisoner listed 19 demands 
during television and radio broadcasts 
from the prison yard. Prisoners, including 
myself, in administrative segregation, 


showed support by firebombing the cell 


ranges, trashing and flooding the ranges 
and assaulting guards who made the mis- 
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side were urged to show support and com- 
menced destroying their cells and cell win- 
dows until guards tear-gassed them and 
began evacuating some 600 prisoners to 
other prisons in Ohio. 


(It should be noted that in ad. seg. I am 
denied radio and television and during the 
uprising, mail and newspapers were with- 
held thus I relied on hearsay, rumors and 
first hand observations — of what I could 
see — when IĮ submitted an article to Prison 
Legal News so this is a much more accurate 
version of events. Vagueness in some areas 
is necessary.as we all know.) 


Prisoncrats recruited a television sta- 
tion to telecast the surrender of L-side pris- 
oners on April 17, and later in the day it 
was apparent that the prisoners were 


anding strong when.a prisoner stated 


We are going to remain no matter what 





American Corrections Association didn’t 
correct Lucasville! 


I am writing this in what I hope is 
timely commentary on the A.C.A. 
(American Corrections Association) and its 
accreditation process for prisons. Since I 


‘was at Lucasville (Southern Ohio 


Correctional Facility) during its “accredita- 
tion” my commentary reflects the absurdity 
that permitted the creation and accredita- 
tion of Lucasville Maximum Security 
prison where two years later death reigned 
in a prison accredited as safe and state of 
the art — the art of legalized state murder 
no more, no less. 


Iam a prisoner and an educator, but I 
am also a man who can see past the 
A.C.A. joke and facade of window dress- 
ing. Lucasville had its population down to 
only 20% double-celling, within six 
months of getting accreditation it was up 
to 73% double-celling, a clear safety viola- 
tion. There were professional staff every- 
where but programming only on the sur- 
face and only during the accreditation 
process. Its library had, on paper, gotten 
new books, but none were in evidence or 
in circulation among the prisoners. This 
had been going on for a decade. The head 
of the prison school had no, none-zero- 
count-them-de nada, academic degrees, 
just the title. For 450 illiterate prisoners 
there was one class of ten each semester. 


More interesting was Federal Judge 
Rubin’s order for random integration 
which Warden Arthur Tate turned into 
forced integration. Random integration 
meets A.C.A. criteria. Young prisoners 


‘were placed with sexual predators, racially 


active inmates, often violent, were placed 


together. Forced integration was one of the 
key elements employed by the state of 
Ohio to create the Lucasville nightmare 
and then riot. 


Warden Tate bears responsibility for 
immediate authority but he too received 
orders from higher up. What will 
Corrections do to get a bigger share of the 
revenue pie? The answer is, pretend to 
meet accreditation standards and sacrifice 
human lives (staff and prisoners) on the 
A.C.A. alter of false truth by immediately 
undoing the standards as the auditors leave 
the Correction’s facility. 


I wrote to the A.C.A. prior to their au- 
dit and inspection. I did not even get the 





courtesy of a reply. I read Judge Bazelon’s 
book on the A.C.A. being America’s only 
hope for adequate corrections in America. 
His greatest fear was that the A.C.A. 
would end up being a rubber stamp for 
prison abuse. That fear has come true and 
Lucasville is the opening door on a new 
holocaust. i 


I totally oppose violence or destructive 
prison protest. Prison authorities have 
denied all meaningful legal avenues of 
protest. The right of petition, of hunger or 
work strike is as severely punished as stab- 
bing another inmate. I was a Roman 
Catholic (still am) and had my beads 
(rosary) confiscated, my Catholic Bible 
seized and destroyed, Catholic literature 
confiscated, and now I know what my 
Muslim brothers of the Book (the Holy 
Bible linked to the Holy Koran) have gone 
through. Grievances are a joke and usually 
meaningless as is the A.C.A. Men (staff and 
inmates — some my friends) have died. 
Our letters of protest disappear or are 
destroyed in front of us. Prisoners must 
have meaningful peaceful access to the seat 
of power or blood will be spilled: at the 
behest of the State, Federal and A.C.A. 
authorities. I will always stand with the 
peaceful and legal protest. I am still 
involved with a 1983 Civil Rights Case 
after 8 years, even the court avenue has 


become a joke for the A.C.A. and prison 


establishment to laugh at. oo 
Yours, 


Robert Kim Walton, M.Ed 
Box 1368-A175-999 Manci 
Mansfield, OH 44901-0000 





they put on us, if we die, we die.” Negoti- 
ations, continued throughout April 18 after 
prisoncrats refused to answer questions 


regarding the stalemate. Defense attorney 


Continued on page 6 
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Uprising cont'd from page 5 


Niki Schwartz, was summoned by prison- 
ers when bedsheets were hung out cell win- 
dows asking for the attorney on April 19. 


On April 20, 1993, Niki Schwartz 
announced that he had spoken face to face 
with prisoners and prisoncrat negotiators 
throughout the day. That night, prisoncrats 
sent a recorded message over loudspeakers 
inside the prison fence, listing 21 condi- 
tions prisoncrats will agree to if prisoners 
end the Uprising. (See box on page 1 for the 
21 conditions/demands.) 


On April 21, a settlement was reached. 


and the evacuation of prisoners ended 
early April 22 with hostages being the last 
to leave L-side. Prisoners on L-side were 
handcuffed, escorted to K-side to be 
searched, fingerprinted and locked down. 
The “21-Point Agreement” was not the list 
of demands made by prisoners but rather 
prisoncrats’ list of things they would and 
wouldn’t do. So far, but not surprisingly, 
retaliation has come in the forms of prop- 
erty damage, beatings which have sent 
prisoners to emergency rooms for stitches 
and casting of broken bones, guards spit- 
ting in food along with censorship of mail 
— must I go on? 


The prison is still locked down. L-side 
prison wing is totally, destroyed and 
rumors of plans to rebuild the wing are in 
the air. Prisoners have refused to work 
which prompted prisoncrats to transfer 40 
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minimum security prisoners to SOCF to 
keep the prison machine operating yet sev- 
eral of these prisoners have been informed 
that it is with the concern of their health 
that they refuse to work. Several guards 
have resigned due to fear of being a victim 
of retribution. The prison continues to show 
signs of post-uprising tension and the threat 
of part two is felt rather strongly. Federal 
and state agents continue to conduct crimi- 
nal investigations yet are becoming more 
frustrated at the “see no, hear no, and say 
no evil” attitudes of prisoners. 


Sissy guards in combat gear roam on 
all three shifts attempting to instigate pris- 
oners so that the girl scouts can justify the 
brutality they inflict. The “cause” of the 
Uprising could best be described as protest- 
ing 21 years worth of guard-on-prisoner 
brutality, the murdering of prisoners, inade- 
quate medical care and treatment, racism by 
guards with their “master-slave” mentali- 
ties and the behavior modification pro- 
grams implemented in 1990 with the 
appointment of ex-FBI agent Arthur Tate as 
SOCF Warden. 


The tuberculosis testing that was 
planned for April 12, 1993 also could be 
combined as part of the cause where 168 
prisoners, including myself, refused TB 


. testing on political, religious or simply 


protest grounds. Two teams of guards were 
to force us to be tested yet they never got 
the chance. Islamic religion forbids the test- 
ing whereas the political beliefs were based 
on another chapter of “operation geno- 
cide”, where the government, like it did in 


Lucasville — follow-up 


Lucasville has now been added to the 
long list of (in)famous prison uprisings that 
periodically force the people, media and 
politicians to pay attention to the condi- 


tions faced by the more than 1 million peo- 
ed up in Amerikkka. 
we are running several stories regarding 
the events at Lucasville. Though none of 
the writers actually participated in the 
uprising, they are all familiar with 
Lucasville from having spent time there. 
And three of them were in Lucasville at the 
time, but were not on L-wing when the unit 
was seized. We have received little infor- 
mation from actual participants, given the 
censorship of mail coming and going into 
Lucasville, this is not surprising. But arti- 
cles will be coming and we intend to have 
extensive coverage, commentary and 
debate over the next few issues. 


One hundred and twenty of the partic- 
ipating prisoners considered by prison offi- 
cials to be prime suspects, i.e. the ones they 
would most like to charge and convict, 
were sent immediately to administrative 


segregation at MANCI, a close custody 


prison. The lockdown at Lucasville was lift- 
ed after six weeks, with the population 
sharply reduced. But this has only 
increased the overcrowding at other Ohio 
prisons, with Lorraine, for example, being 
at 250% capacity. 


According to Harry Reinhart of the 
Ohio Association of Criminal Defense 
Lawyers, the 406 prisoners who were on L- 
Block during the uprising are maintaining 
a near total refusal to speak to police inves- 
tigators. Shortly after the surrender, 398 of 
the 406 signed a “Rights Assertion Form”, 
provided by Public Defenders who man- 
aged to get into the prison and advise vir- 
tually all of the prisoners involved in the 
uprising that they had the right to have an 
attorney present during any interrogation. 


Reinhart said that the State Bar is lin- 
ing up and training lawyers willing to 
work pro bono for these interviews, since 
there is no right to (state-paid) counsel 
until charges have been laid. But with the 
“Rights Assertion From”, the state has defi- 
nitely been put on the defensive, legally 


` speaking. This legal protection should defi- 


nitely slow down legal proceedings and 
make frame-ups, or convictions based on 


In this issue, f 


informers, much more difficult 


Not much information is coming out 
from the official investigations. Reinhart 
did say that the TD State Prison 


LES pection. =O in 


Gisc CO vered 





number of white re Srrocernc ae 


members of the Aryan Brotherhood. This 
was discovered when investigators noticed 
an Aryan Brotherhood tattoo on one of the 
guards who had been taken hostage. The 
presence of organized white supremacists 
amongst prison guards isn’t news to any- 
one who knows Amerikkkan prisons. But 
they do their dirty work. In the year pre- 
ceding the uprising, there were 220 Use of 
Force reports filed. Seventy-seven percent 
involved Black prisoners, even though they 
represent only 52% of the prison popula- 
tion. The area surrounding Lucasville is 
virtually entirely white, and the 
Department of Corrections has difficulty 
getting black guards. 


In spite of agreeing to a demand of “no 
retaliation”, there have been some beatings 
and reprisals inflicted on the participants. 
But even if there were no actual physical 
beatings, the fact that so many of these 
prisoners will spend time locked down 
under wretched conditions, or they will be 
held in Control Units or Administrative 
Segregation for years, can only be consid- 
ered to be brutal retaliation — even if it is 
all too common already. By having the sur- 
render televised, the prisoners were able to 
spare themselves the vicious attacks that 
followed Attica, Camp Hill or Deer Lodge 
in Montana, but their suffering will be real 
and will be experienced for years. 


For any guards who may be reading 
this, we’d like to report that the Ohio Civil 
Service Employees Association which rep- 
resents the prison guards has a special 
“captivity insurance policy” for any guard 
who dies or is injured while being held 
hostage. Give it some thought during your 
next contract negotiations. You may need it 
some day. 


The policy provides a lump-sum pay- 
ment of twice the annual salary for guards 
killed or permanently disabled while being 
held hostage. It pays one year’s salary to 
guards who are partially disabled, 50% of 
salary to a guard held hostage 12 hours or 
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the 1930’s when it injected syphilis into 
adult black males (in prison but soon to be 
released) to study the untreated effects of 
syphilis, was performing another one of its 
population reduction experiments. 


At the present moment, prisoners have 
been mailing letters to organizations and 
people in general to request that they write 
US. Senator John Glenn and demand that 
he compel the United States Department of 
(in)Justice to conduct federal investigations 
concerning civil rights violations at SOCF. 
The goal is to have investigations conduct- 
ed to acquire enough documentary evi- 
dence to support criminal and civil charges 
being brought against prisoncrats along 


more and a $10,000 accidental death bene- 


fit. Guards’ pay at Lucasville ranges from 
$20,250 to $23,800 a year. 


The tragedy of Lucasville is that even 
if some constructive changes are made at 
the prison in particular, or within Ohio’s 
prisons in general, it will have come at 
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into their own hands. 


The Lucasville uprising obviously sent 
chills up the spines of prison guards and 
administrators everywhere. They know 





I would first like to say that it was 
not a race riot. The riot also had nothing 
to do with the outcome of the Rodney 
King trial in Los Angeles, nor the 
approaching anniversary of the L.A. 
rebellion. 


The Lucasville riot took place be- 
cause of the way this administration is 
run, and who’s running it — Arthur Tate 
Jr. I’ve been in seven other prisons in Ohio 
and the authorities within this prison are 
the worst of them all. This is a maximum 
security prison, true enough. But how can 
one justify letting a prisoner who is doing 
30 years before seeing the parole board 
use the phone once a year to call his fami- 
ly, loved ones, lawyers, etc. It is things like 
this that make a riot manifest. 


Arthur Tate plays a big part in the 
recent riot. He holds the Warden position, 
but he is a warden with very little author- 
ity. The guards have more say-so in the 
way this prison is run than said warden: 
To give an example of how much respect 
the guards have for this new warden 
authority: just the other day (May 21, 
1993), a guard was arrested for smug- 
gling in bullets to prisoners. So what 
does that tell you. No fear or respect for 
authority. And it also gives us room to 
think, “Who do we have guarding us?” 

_ Are they paid to correct or corrupt? 


I would like to mention that during 
the riot I was on K-side (K-8). The day 
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Lucasville Muslims appeal 


_ Prison News Service 


with exposing the barbaric treatment of 


prisoners at SOCF. 


Those who want to help us secure this 


goal can-contact Senator Glenn at the 
address below along with Amnesty 
International to request that they send 


observers to SOCF once the feds leave to 


ensure that retaliation doesn’t intensify. 


If prisoners confined to a maximum 
security penitentiary can overthrow the pri- 


son, just think what can be done in society 


against the authoritarians who oppress us. If 
it’s liberation that you want, look to the 


examples of the Red Army Faction. If it’s lip » 


service you want, look to the politicians. eo 


Chryztof Knecht 
SOCF R142749 

PO. Box 45699 
Lucasville, OH 45699 


Letters demanding that the U.S. 


Department of (in)Justice conduct federal 
investigations concerning all aspects of 
SOCF all aspects of SOCF should be sent to: 


Senator John Glenn 
United States Senator 
Washington, DC 20510-3501 


Letters requesting Amnesty Intern- 


ational to send observers to SOCF and to 


oversee federal investigations should be 


‘sent to: 


Mandy Bath/International Secretariat 
Amnesty International 

53 Theobalds Rd. 

London, England WC1X 85P 


5 
that many more will come, and that some 
of these explosions are as overdue as 
Lucasville was. For too, long Amerikkka 


has been stuffing its prisons ; as'full as g . 


ble, reducing programs to a bare 

backing away from any pretense of re Dik 

itation, engaging in the Saio 

petty-harassment and dengdain thati is 
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come out.” Well, if they don’t open the 
doors, the real Dragons will come busting 
out through them. ~ 


Jim Campbell 


after the riot, they cut the water off of K- 
8, plus all electricity. We were the only 
Block out of 8 on K-side that had to go 
through this treatment. Plus, on the third 
day of the riot, they shot 6 cans of 
Clearout (tear gas) into K-8 with no rea- 
son whatever; this gas was so strong that 
prisoners were breaking their windows 
out, smashing sinks and toilets. After the 
tear gas they handcuffed us for 3 hours. 
While we were cuffed, we were made to 
get down on our knees, then they came 
to our cells one at a time, and pointed 
guns at our head and beat and kicked us 
around. While we were being kicked 
around, they took all personal property 
and destroyed it — all of it, shoes, 
clothes, photos, legal mail, personal let- ` 
ters, etc. Now the prisoners that broke 
their sinks, toilets and windows had to 
pay for whatever got broke. Plus they 
put 26 of us in L.C. (Local Control) for 
what we did. 


We would like those who receive 
PNS to know that we Muslims need help 
on the legal side. We need any kind of 
support you have to give. Anyone who 
would like to know about the Ummah 
(Muslim community) please contact us at: 


Imaam Ahmad Abdul Mugsit #A180-391 
or 

Amin Abdul Hakim Wyse # 238-202 
Box 45699 

Lucasville, OH 45699-0001 
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remains free 


Little Rock Reed who, as we reported 
in the last issue, went underground in mid- 
March to avoid being arrested after his 
parole was revoked by the Ohio Adult 
Parole Authority (referred to as the parole 
board) remains free as we go to press with 
this issue. Reed was about to be arrested on 
a trumped-up charge of threatening a man 
in Villa Hills, Kentucky where Reed was 
working as the director of Native American 
Prisoners’ Rehabilitation Research Project 
(NAPRRP), an organization which he was 
instrumental in starting. Reed had earned 
the hatred of the Ohio Department of 
Rehabilitation and Corrections (ODRC) for 
all his work as a jailhouse lawyer, activist 
for the rights of native prisoners, and 
author/editor of various articles and 
newsletters and magazines both inside and 
out. Since his release just over a year ago, 
Little Rock has edited and produced Iron 
House Drum and was recently co-editor of a 
special issue of Journal of Prisoners on 
Prisons. During his year on parole, Little 
Rock was in much demand as a speaker on 
the struggle on behalf of Native Prisoners 
for religious freedom after his release, and 
this speaking in particular seems to’ have 
upset the bureaucrats who run the 
Correctional System. 


Little Rock’s trial for allegedly threat- 
ening the life of the husband of NAPRRP 
volunteer, Dinah Devoto, is to be held on 


June 29, 1993 in Covington, Kentucky. In an . 


unusual development, Judge Jaeger agreed 
to hold the trial in absentia, having agreed 
that Little Rock’s life would be endangered 
_ifhe showed up. The charge of threatening 


l has already been undermined by an affi- 
‘davit signed by Dinah Devoto that it was 


a 
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On New Year’s Day, Tyrone Brown 
escaped from Angola state prison in 
Louisiana. Brown smuggled himself out of 
the prison infirmary where he was working 
in a garbage bag that was loaded onto a 
flatbed garbage truck and taken to the 
incinerator where apparently he waited 
until he got his chance to take off. 


Later that day, he was cornered and 
killed by prison guards Bobby Oliveaux, 
Blaine Edwards, and David Bonnette who 
claimed he ignored warning shots and 
orders to halt. He was then hit with a 9-mm 
pistol slug fired from a distance of 50 yards 
as he ran away. A West Feliciana Parish 
Grand Jury declined to indict the three 
chase-team members in the killing. 


Asst. District Attorney Jesse L. Means 
Jr, was quoted in The Angolite as saying 
that, “he didn’t stop and they fired shots to 
wound him. It’s one thing to say “wing a 
man’ in an open field and another to say 
wing him in rough country. There’s no evi- 
dence to indicate the guards intended to kill 
him. We don’t know which guard shot him, 
and we're not going to pursue it further.” 


Reginald) W. Myer, a prisoner in 
Angola has a different opinion. In a letter to 
PNS Myer says that the failure to indict the 
killer guards was, “no big surprise because 
there have been many different incidents 
where this exact same thing happened; due 
to the Sheriff and the Grand Jury having a 
nonchalant attitude regarding prisoners, 
the prison officials have let these pigs get 
away with beating prisoners, murdering 
prisoners. From my experience here at this 

* prison I know that pig Bobby Oliveaux, pig 
Blaine Edwards and pig David Bonnette 


- Little Rock Reed 


report — the 
_ killings continue 








her husband, Steven Devoto, who threat- 
ened to blow off Little Rock’s head, rather 
than the other way around. But even if 
Little Rock were to be found not guilty of 
threatening, the parole board would still 
try to revoke parole, an act which has little 
to do with guilt or innocence under the best 
of circumstances. Indeed, Little Rock’s sup- 
porters though have been busy sending lots 
of affidavits to Ohio Governor George 
Voinovich, asking that the charge of parole 
violation be dropped. 


Little Rock’s speaking out about the 
“atrocities being committed against 
American Indians by the officials within 
the ODRC” seemed to particularly bother 
those same Officials. Within days of speak- 
ing at a state wide gathering of Indian 
organizations at the Ohio University in 
Columbus, Little Rock’s parole officer 
called him into the office where he was told 
that the chief of the Ohio parole board had 
given orders that Little Rock be told to quit 
giving speeches, that he be denied any 
travel requests in the future (since he had 
gone out of state to give some talks), and 
that he cease all correspondence with 
prison officials in Ohio on behalf of 
American Indian prisoners or this parole 
would be revoked. . 


The ban on travelling not only forced 
Little Rock to cancel many speaking 


engagements at conferences. and to church 


groups, it also prevented him from travel- 
ling to the United StatespSenate Select 
Committee on Indian Affairs concerning 


, the religious rights and persecution of 


American Indian prisoners. According to 


' Little Rock’s affidavit, the parole officer 


“said he was sorry, but that this was being 


Tyrone Brown. For many years now, these 
pigs (especially pig Bobby Oliveaux) have 
murdered prison escapees and made it 
appear that the escapees ‘didn’t follow 
their orders’ (and in the process the pigs 
had to shoot them.) 


“Something must be done to eliminate 
this injustice or else pig Bobby Oliveaux 
and his gestapo (this is just what they are) 
will continue to murder Angola prisoners 
while hiding under the guise of a pig 
badge.” Write: 


Reginald Myer #109396 
Louisiana State Penitentiary 
Camp D, Hawk 4-Left-4 
Angola, LA 70712 
Control Unit prisoners peti- 
tion for changes — a mass 
protest against injustice 
Angola is one of the most notorious 
prisons in Amerikkka. In spite of the occa- 
sional effort to institute “reforms”, the atti- 
tudes of guards and administrators 
towards the primarily Black prison popula- 
tion seem little changed from the time that 
Angola was transformed from slave planta- 
tion to penitentiary. Camp J, the extended 
lockdown unit, is the most notorious unit 
within the prison itself. Prisoners there 
have been circulating a petition as a 


“Request for Administrative Remedy 
Procedure.” 


Rather than reprint the whole petition 
we will paraphrase it. The issues addressed 
in the petition include the following: 


Prisoners on Level I and Level il (of a 


intentionally murdered fellow prisoner į three-level behavior modification program) 


_ ently expressing a great deal of 


controlled by the highest-ranking officials 
in the Ohio Adult Authority.” Apparently it 
was the first time that the officer had “ever 
been contacted directly by the chief of the 


Ohio Adult Parole Authority and given 


such an order regarding any parolee.” 


Officials of the ODRC had already 
forced Little Rock to spend many addition- 
al years in prison compared to the time 
other prisoners, with similar 7-25 year sen- 


tences, were held before parole. Indeed, | 


Little Rock was only released in May, 1992 
in order to forestall a writ of Habeus Corpus 
that they were bound to lose. Ironically 
enough, Little Rock went underground just 
before Lucasville exploded. Little Rock 
spent years in that prison, and was one of 
the main agitators trying to bring about the 
changes which might have meant that a 
riot and takeover were not needed in order 
that the prisoners’ needs be heard. While 
underground, Little Rock gave interviews 
to the Cleveland Plain Dealer and a 
Columbus, Ohio television station which 
was later run over the ABC news network. 


Little Rock reports that 
plans for a book he has been 
working on as editor and 
author, The American Indian in 
the White Man’s Prison: a Story 
of Genocide is coming along 
well. Vintage Books is appar- 


interest with the editor-in-chief 
saying that an earlier meeting 
with Little Rock and Darrell 
Gardner, a Ute medicine man, 
was the most memorable meet- 
ing she had ever been at in her 
entire career. She went on to 
say that the book might be the 
greatest book ever published 
by Vintage Books. 


From his letter, Little Rock 
is waiting to see if Vintage 
Books will indeed come 





are forbidden from wearing personal 
clothes, either street-bought or state-issued. 
But they are given clean jumpsuits — the 
compulsory clothing — only every other 


day at best. The petition states that “the pol- 


icy and practice which do not allow us to 
obtain a clean jumpsuit upon return from 
(yard) outdoors hinder us in our effort to 
exercise and maintain hygienic, sanitary 
conditions in this close environment.” 


The Petition goes on to state that in 
spite of “the fact that the court has long 
condemned prison officials’ use of our 
meals in their scheme to discipline us or to 
force us to conform to their rules and regu- 
lations” the meals on Level I and Level II 
are smaller than those served on Level III. 
The “bad boy, no dessert” mentality of the 
pigs becomes clear when, in fact, prisoners 
on Levels I and II are denied dessert, pre- 
sumably with the intention of having them 
give up their will to resist in to get up to 
Level III to get their reward. 


The prisoners who lack the money to 
buy personal hygiene items from the 
“prison canteen are forced to neglect (their) 
health.” The prison refuses to supply 
hygiene items like nail clippers and bath 
soap, even though prisoners are not allowed 
to purchase these items from the canteen. 


Level I and Level II prisoners are not 
allowed typewriters which “clearly hinders 
their access to the courts.” There is also a 
lack of designated legal counsel substitutes 
to help them prepare and type legal writ- 
ings which “hinders (their) efforts to pur- 
sue criminal and or civil cases. The petition 
also asserts that “the lack of adequate and 
sure transportation to see that inmate coun- 
sels are brought to and from Camp J.” three 
days a week is “part of a willful scheme of 
Warden Whitley, Dora Rabalais and Major 
Calvert, to deprive us of the necessary legal 
assistance and law books to further our 
effort to win our freedom from prison or to 
improve the conditions of the prison.” The 
prisoners are also experiencing undue has- 


through, but things are looking really 


promising for the book. If the book were to - = 


receive a big push from the publisher, and if 
Little Rock were “free” to do the circuit, 
then it could really help to expose the con- 
ditions faced by Native American prisoners 
in the Iron Houses. Certainly the threat of 
the book only makes the officials of the 
ODRC more eager to silence Little Rock. If 
they were able to revoke his parole, he 
would serve as much as another 14 years. 
We'll continue covering this story as it 
unfolds. Little Rock promises us more infor- 
mation. And we will be doing a review of 
the book sometime soon. 


Little Rock, if you read this, keep send- 
ing us those kites. We'll do a complete. 
story on your struggle against the Ohio 
(in)Justice system and your efforts on 
behalf of Native prisoners throughout 
North America. Looking forward to seeing 
the book.ce 


Jim Campbell 





-sle trying to make phone calls to attorneys. 


“Handcuffs and shackles are not being 
soaked in a solution after each use, (such is 
haphazard) under the close environment 
and where there are residents here that are 
both AIDS and Hepatitis patients.” 


The administration is also violating an 
agreement between the attorneys for Camp ` 
J prisoners and the Department of Correc- 
tions that would prevent the issuing of pen- 
alties that include isolation, the loss of good 
time or the denial of visiting privileges. 


Yard privileges for Level I prisoners 
have been reduced to twice a week instead 
of three times a week. Prisoners are pre- ` 
vented from:lying on their bunks between 
7:00 a.m. and 4:00 p.m. which interferes 
with their ability to properly pursue crimi- 
nal or civil cases. 


For more information about this suit, 
please write to Albert “Chui” Clark. Clark 
was recently framed for supposedly saw- 
ing on his back wall in seven different 
places. This resulted in Clark being placed 
back on Camp J Extended Lockdown. 
Clark, who won a lawsuit in 1992 over a 
brutal attack on him in 1987, has continual- 
ly fought for his rights and those of other 
prisoners during his imprisonment. For 
this refusal to submit to the arbitrary and 
brutal practices at Angola, the prison 


authorities wanted one last chance to sub- - 


ject Clark to extra punishment before they 
have to release him later this year. Write to 
him at: > 

Albert Chui Clark #79909 

Camp J, Shark 1-R-14 

Louisiana State Prison 

Angola, LA 70712 


(When writing to prisoners in Angola, 
you must include “Louisiana State Prison” 
in the address.) 


Jim Campbell 
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Repression at Pendleton heightens — 
prisoners suffer a savage attack 


In the name of Allah, Lord of Mankind, the 
Avenger of the Oppressed 


In the last issue of PNS, a piece was 
featured on our oppression on the D/S 
(Disciplinary Segregation) Unit at the 
Pendleton Reformatory, where Indiana’s 
oppressor prisoncrats are aspiring to 
impose a “total control” regime based on 
the M.C.C. (“Supermax”) prototype, as 
well as touching on our efforts to organize 
to collectively confront and resist these fas- 
cist designs. Recently the oppressor-prison- 
crats moved in a very brutal way to crush 
our endeavor through physically assaulting 
us, and then transferring some comrades 
out of Pendleton altogether. What follows 
is a summation of this latest stage of brutal 
repression here in Indiana. ~+ 1> 


As noted in our previous piece, we 
had formed several committees on D/S 
through which to channel our “talents” of 
resistance and guide the mass discontent 
among everyone on D/S into concrete, con- 
certed activity geared towards redressing 
the inhumane living conditions imposed on 
us by our fascist captors. Initially, the 
oppressor felt that our organizational 
endeavor would be of use to them in that 
we had resolved to curtail all reaction- 
ary/spontaneous folly (slinging feces and 
urine, etc.) that would allow our captors 
















the opportunity to “legitimize” their viola- 
tions of our human rights ... We established 
that we were going to be responsible/disci- 
plined as a whole — which the oppressor 
felt would help control those “shit slingers” 
who gun down the enemy soldiers at will. 
However, they soon realized that without 
such folly they would have a very hard 
time justifying the “Supermax” conditions 
on D/S when we took them to court — they 
tested our unity through various means of 
provocation but could not get any response; 
and all the while, no doubt they were aware 
of the way we were creating a paper trail 
against them, as a prelude to a lawsuit, 
through massive grievance-filing efforts. 


Given the nature of our conditions, it is 
necessary to often conduct open 
criticism/self-criticism vis-a-vis issues and 
situations that arise — and naturally the 
enemy takes note of this. Consequently as a 
result, myself and two other prisoners soon 
found ourselves being “processed” for per- 
manent placement back to the Maximum 
Control Complex (M.C.C.) in Westville. (I 
was told that it was for “organizing and 
being too influential” — typical!) All the 
while the blatant disregard.of even the 
“M.C.C. prototype” procedures for the run- 
ning of D/S was being heightened, so that 
even the usually repressive norm became 
subverted to the expedient (fascist — “I 
say/you do”) whims and dictates of the 
savage pigs turning the keys. 

In the second week of April, a week 
after our captors swore up and down that 
we would get inserts for the filthy M.C.C. 


food trays without further delay (our 
request to receive sack meals until the 
trays were properly equipped with the 
inserts was denied — “we'll have you guys 
inserts next week!”), a petition letter was 
sent to the head oppressor-prisoncrat 
Duckworth demanding the trays be taken 
from use . .. many of these trays had recent- 
ly been drug through piss and shit water 
by pigs (from where some toilets had 
backed up), and so we were being served 
food directly off of these trays (“but gee, 
guys, we washed them?!) 


Not getting a proper response, some of 


the trays came up sabotaged — burnt clean . 


through so as to force them from being 
reused: ... this happened at dinner one day 
and at breakfast the next. Typically, we 
were locked down, all visits cancelled and 
access to medical care (pathetically dismal 
as it was) was cut. At the same time, we 
forced them to withdraw the trays and 
come with sacks. This tactical “defeat” 
enraged our captors — and not to be chal- 
lenged without asserting their reactionary 
“authority” — they decided to shake down 


D/S ... no doubt to come in and strip us of 
any books, objects or property in our pos- 
session beyond the space limit allowed by 
the D/S rules, as well as to discomfort us 
by this petty reaction. 


The shakedown at the 2-4R side of 
D/S went without any incidents, save for 
the pigs’ taking every object or thread not 
sanctioned by D/S rules. However, when 
they came to the 1-3R side (which is 
viewed by the pigs as being more “mili- 
tant”), they decided to have us bend and 
spread our asses open for them — wrong! 


I surmise this was intentional — it 
would allow them to come in on a few of 
us who they know would refuse and so 
they could make “examples” whereby to 
show everyone else the “price” of further 
challenges to their fascist authority. I say 
this because I was part of the internal 
affairs committee, and had the responsibil- 
ity — along with another ‘rade — of repre- 
senting our interests to the enemy, and 
had previously been informed by one fas- 
cist mason/pig (Captain Alfont) and 
another fascist pig (Lt. Watson) who runs 


D/S, that due to their law (and also our, 


resistance to “bend and spread ‘em” 


` searches) that the proper state-search pro- 


cedure would be to squat and cough — 
and then only upon going to and from (on 
and off) the unit. 


The fascist pig Watson was leading the 


shakedown squad on the 1-3R side, but — 


much to his surprise — no one was going 
to submit ... so it would obviously not be a 
simple case of teaching terror and “respect” 
for their “authority” by selective “exam- 
ples”. Upon going into their huddle, the 
shakedown crew left the unit, and did not 
return that day. The best was yet to come! 


At 7:00 am the next morning (April 19, 
1993) all of our toilets and tap water was 
shut off. Shortly thereafter the E-squad, 
clad in black paramilitary fatigues, space- 
man helmets (radios built into them!) and 
jackboots came on the unit, accompanied 
by two attack dogs and a Quick Response 
Team (Q.R.T.) suited in full body armor 
(these look like a cross between a hockey 
goalie and a football lineman!) and toting 
the fire hose (it kicks out 300 p.s.i.!). They 
came to the first cage — without warning 
— and opened up with the fire hose on the 
brother ... blasted him around his cage, 
then ran in with the Q.R.T. (5 or 6 to 1!) to 
beat him down, choke him, chain him hand 
and foot, and then throw him down over 
the top tier rail bent in half while all of his 
soaked/ruined personal belongings — 
books, photos, legal work, etc. — were 
removed and shoveled into a garbage bag 
— even the light bulb and bedding (i.e. 
everything!) was taken; and then he was 
thrown face-down back onto his cage floor, 
stripped and again mangled, then left 
uncuffed, lying face down’ gasping for air 


' and trying to get circulation coming back 


into his numb limbs. 


. Due to the nature of our organizing 
efforts (along a “mass line” where basically 
everyone — Black/White, straight or gay 
— was/is included and incorporated into 
the collective 
resistance activi- 
ties, each accord- 
ing to their abili- 

ty and desire to 
contribute), we 
had forged a 
_ strong sense of 
solidarity and 


in resistance to 


against this 


human rights 
and our dignity 
as men ... and 


gave the pigs a 
hard way to go, 
- toe-to-toe down 
the line! After the 
first few cages, they mobilized another 
Q.R.T., and began to switch off every 3 


cages. All in all, 34 of us out of 45-50 got | 


hosed and brutalized, and even those who 
conformed to the dehumanization got 
stripped bare too! 


Many ‘rades were/are seriously 
injured as a result of how we were brutal- 
ized; one bro (Manchild) literally lost an 
eye when blasted in the face with the hose 
and then was gouged in the eye by one of 
his fascist attackers; another bro (Shiva) is 
paralyzed — totally! — while many of us 
have minor injuries. My entire right hand is 
still numb, and this “nerve damage” to the 
hands/feet is one of the most common 
overall injuries; one bro (Jelani) had almost 












and in protest ` 


affront to our ` 


Prison News Service 


all of his dreadlocks ripped out, and anoth-- 


er (Bomani) was knocked unconscious by 
the hose yet still brutalized/kicked and 
drug around chained hand and foot.’ 


The pigs attacked us from 7:30 am to 
around 5-6 pm non-stop ... then left all of 
us, battered and injured, bare-assed in the 
freezing cold, dark, soaking wet cages — 
with only the steel bed frame to lie or sit on 
(or the floor — with the “lake” covering it!) 
... it was so cold that when we pissed in the 
toilet, steam came out of it! No water, no 
light, no clothes, not even toilet paper! 


The next day myself, Ahinadab and 
Bowman (we were/are active on the legal 
front, political education, and internal 
affairs — Ahinadab was the other unit rep- 
resentative), Fir'awn (Chairperson of the 
grassroots solidarity committee leading the 
P.R. campaign) and Nu Rah and Estep were 
shipped out to I.D.U. at the state prison on 
an “emergency transfer” ... naturally most 


_ of our legal work came up MLA. (missing 


in action)? And all six of us are now slated 


for “permanent” M.C.C. placement and - 


have since been processed for reclassifica- 
tion towards this end! 


Those left on D/S continued to endure 
the bare-ass freezing-cold cages. Several 
days past and finally the pigs began to 


return the soaked/mildewed property — | 


and a few bros’ things came up totally 
M.1.A.! Bro. Shiva was/is being subjected 
to exceptionally cruel treatment — upon 
being returned from the outside hospital, 
he was being carried to the shower when 
he “slipped” out of the pigs’ hands — 
down a whole flight of iron steps ... After 
being rushed back to the outside hospital, 
and staying there around 8 hours, he was 
carried back to D/S and thrown in his cage 

. to defecate/ urinate on himself os can- 
ae move from the neck down!) Th ne ger 
have refused to move him to the 


Hospital/Restraint Unit in the infirma 
Manchild’s eye was ruptured ia A 


he spent several days at the outside hospi- 
tal — 


ankles and ds is apparently perma- 
nent!! But ... the struggle goes on, and — 
while the fascist oppressor sought to terror- 


ize and intimidate us through such brutal 


antics — it has only strengthened our 
resolve and determination! Allahu Akbar — 


- Allah is greater! ~ 


. Obviously the oppressor-prisoncrats at 
Pendleton were too ignorant of our “peo- 
ples’ struggles” to realize that transferring 
a few individuals would not stop/disrupt 
the collective resistance, so basically 
they’ve done nothing, and word via the 
grapevine says the program of struggle is 
continuing and on track. Those “outside” 
elements desiring to assist in any way 
should contact the addresses below (i.e. 
Manchild s/n Kieran Daniels) for details on 
how ... and please continue writing this 
state’s prisoncrats and “officials” — word I 
get is that a local T.V. news station has 
shown some interest, so it is helping and 
having an impact in a very real way. We are 
dead serious about defeating the designs to 
make the M.C.C. the prototype for 
Indiana’s slave kamps — and we are strug- 
gling towards this end in a disciplined and 
responsible way ... your assistance to this 
movement would be highly appreciated! 


Prisoners in Indiana — wake up! Those 
who seriously want to work towards over- 
coming the oppression we're (all) experi- 
encing should get in touch with Campaign 
For Freedom (C.FF) at the address below 

.. it’s going to take sacrifices, time, orga- 
nizing, contributing some serious effort, 


some finances and some input at a mass 


level to build the type of prisoners’ move- 
ment that will allow us to liberate our- 
selves from the “24-24” regime of repres- 
sion we're living under. 


Stop moaning about what “can’t” be 


done — the reality we face today dictates - 


that we must come together and work 
together and struggle together, and if 
you're needy, and willing to do just that (i.e. 
if you're “real” and for real about doing 


continued on page 15 








E 











Prison News Service 


May/June 1993 


Page 9 





| Hey, we know PNSis late but... 
Anti Racists take some action 


The last few months have been very 
busy for us at PNS as participants in the 
Toronto anti-fascist struggle. At production 
_ time for this issue, the local Heritage Front 

(HF) and Church of the Creator (COTC) 
henchmen are taking it both from anti-fas- 
cist street militants and the state, and the 
state appears ready to go for the anti-fas- 
cists next. In the meantime, the larger 
struggle continues and we apologize for 
the delay in getting the paper out. 

Since we last reported on Anti-Racist 
Action (ARA), there was a period of consol- 
idation after the mounted police attack on 
our front lines during an anti-fascist de- 
monstration at the courthouse on January 

25th. We participated in other demon- 
_Strations in coalition and strengthened our 
internal process, but the fascists 
were meanwhile getting very bold 
and carrying out a series of physi- 
cal and propaganda attacks on 
Black people, lesbians and gays, 
refugees and anti-racists. 


For example, in March they 
began a retaliation campaign 
against a service agency which 
provides housing for young 
women who have been sexually 
abused, after one of the residents 
was evicted for her racist activities 
as a member of the Heritage 
Front. Weeks of harassment and 
threats culminated in a fire being 

set at one of the residences, and 
the agency was forced to close for 30 days 
and temporarily rehouse the young 
women. Rumour has it that the main sus- 
pect in the arson attack is in police acade- 
my, so no wonder charges have not been 
aid. When some media covered the arson 
attack, ie eee Front went on record 


"pet rece 


Were lesbi: ans-anq 


tati 


ey had been T 


Next, a Black activist was attacked after 
a meeting by Heritage Front boneheads, 
and the HF started two new chapters in 
Ontario. In May a forum with a variety of 
anti-racist groups presenting their views on 
strategies for organizing against hate 
groups was treated to a display of marching 
boneheads who were allowed in and let 
speak, completely hijacking the forum. 


In the beginning of June, the racist 
rock bands “RaHoWa” (stands for “racial 
holy war”, lead singer is George Burdi, 
head of Toronto Church of the Creator, the 
paramilitary unit of the local fascists) and 
“Aryan” played a gig in a well-known club 
and generated media attention for scoring a 
public venue to spew songs like “It’s Coon- 
Hunting Time” and “One of these days 





these boots are going to slonn all over 
Jews”. At that gig were three boneheads 
including Jason Hoolans who, a few hours 
later, beat a Tamil refugee claimant within 
‘an inch of his life, as he was taking out the 
garbage at the end his restaurant shift. 
Public meetings and/or concerts were held 

in. Kitchenerand Ottawa where 


nes have also been set up. 


ist. hoi-.. 


ARA decided it was time to turn the 
tables. 


On June 11, after a week of intensive 
anti-racist postering and propaganda, more 
than 200 people gathered at a downtown 
community centre and prepared for a 
march to a nazi centre of operation known 
only to a few organizers. The secrecy of the 
destination enabled us to avoid 50+ bone- 
heads with baseball bats and 2x4s, as well 
as the smug journalists and massive police 
presence waiting at what they assumed 
was our destination, the home of Ernst 
Zundel, an qeemational fascist leader, pub- 
lisher and propogandist. 


The target was the rented house which 
is the base of the local “telephone hotline”, 
spewing forth filth and fascism 
daily as well as being one of the 
primary organizing tools of the 
Heritage Front. When we got to 
the street, we distributed leaflets 
and stickers explaining who the 
neighbourhood nazi ‘was. Most of 
the residents in this racially 
diverse area showed support for 
the demo and some even joined. 


At the house itself, empty of peo- 
ple, projectiles began to fly and the 
house was soon covered in eggs 
and pink paint. Windows and 
doors were smashed. The house 
was not entered and a huge pair 
of flags, amerikkkan and confed- 
erate, remained at the rear of the 
living room, but the mood was good and it 
was time to go, as Toronto had not seen 
such a militant anti-fascist action before. 


Media predictably covered the des- 
truction with self-righteous horror, as if it 
came out a goiez but most z the main- 


trea acist ©To ups refused, to,pu 


int the“ “wo equally violent groups’ ” ideol- 


ogy and, while not supporting “violence”, 


~ Anti-Racis 


PO. Box 664, Stn , n 


stated that the rise of fascist violence was 
the real problem and people had better get 
organized. Of course they called for stronger 
legislation against hate propaganda, but 
ARA was also quoted in the media refusing 
to condemn the militancy of the demo. . 


At this point, a week later, anti-racists 
are being harassed by boneheads and | 
sought by police as well. But the head of 
the HE, Wolfgang Droege, is up on danger- 
ous weapons and aggravated assault for 
trying to seek retribution after the demon- 
stration when members of ARA were 
attacked —and successfully defended 
themselves — later that evening. One 
charge of assault police was laid against an 
anti-racist at this later event as well. 


Eric Fischer, head of security and 
intelligence for both the HF and COTC, a 
member of the Canadian militia and a 
former soldier, is up on kidnapping and 
assault charges in an unrelated incident. A 
series of stories have appeared about white 
supremacist involvement in the Canadian 
military both at home and stationed with 
U.N. “Peacekeepers” in Somalia. 


Through this combination of factors, 
we may well see the demise of HF Toronto. 
No doubt the level of confrontation was 
upped by ARA’s demonstration, and the 
wake-up call it issued to the public. While 
the militant anti-fascist street youth move- 
ment is targeted by both police and white 
supremacists, unity and solidarity is being 
expressed by less militant segments of the 
anti-racist movement. The next phase will 
most certainly be a test of that solidarity, as 
a broader anti-fascist base develops. The 
continuation of effective protest will 
require a deepening commitment from mil- 
itants and other popular forces alike. And 
we know the struggle continues inside the 
prison walls. Wolfgang Droege did federal 
time in the US for his part in a KKK plot to 
overthrow the small Carribbean nation of 
Dominica, but at least one of his cohorts 
never made it back to the street. co 
Ro Loren 


Action 


Toronto, Ont M6] 3S1 





_ The power of the O.1.G. in 
New York prisons 


In regard to a story I read in issue #38, 
entitled “Gestapo tactics of the O.1.G.’s 
‘informant factory’”, I would like to share 
with you my own personal experiences 
regarding my failure to comply with the 
wishes of the Office of the Inspector 
General (O.1.G.). 


I am a white homosexual which 
played a big part in the O.1.G.’s ploy to try 
to get me to work undercover for them. In 

‘June of 1922, I was part of a special unit 
know as “Cadre” in the Southport Correc- 
tional Facility. I had a good job in the laun- 
dry, and I had more privileges than ever 
before. I was very comfortable there until 

- the O.I.G. came to me and asked me to 
work undercover for them. They told me 
that my job would be to get socially invo- 
ved with a group of prisoners who were 
known for using and selling drugs. They 
told me that I would have to buy drugs 
from these prisoners, using money which 
the O.I.G. would place into my account to 
be used solely for that purpose. They 
explained to me that I would buy the drugs 
and send the money to the address of the 
dealer’s choice by using a “Disbursement 
Form”, and that eventually I would be help- 
ing them to make drug arrests. 


They told me that if I cooperated with 
them, I would be released at my first Parole 
Board appearance, and that I would be 

. granted “Work Release” prior to that. I was 
nervous and frightened and didn't know 
what to do, so I told O.LG. that I was not 


interested in their offer. At that point I was 
threatened to be transferred as far away 
from my family as possible. Still I said 
“No”. One week later I was “set up” by the 
guards, per orders of the O.I.G. I was 
accused of having sex with another prison- 
er (who also refused to work for the O.I.G.) 
in the first-floor stairwell of B-Block. . 


I was placed in my cell and sprayed 
with a firehose for about ten minutes. Most 
of my personal property and legal papers 
were destroyed by the water. Three days 
later, I was taken to a disciplinary hearing 
where I entered a plea of “Not Guilty” to 
the charge, but was found guilty anyway. I 
was immediately placed on “Adminis- 
trative Segregation” status and moved to 
the Special Housing Unit (S.H.U.), where I 
was placed in a cell without any of my 
property until further notice. While in the 
S.H.U., I was subjected to beatings while 
being handcuffed behind my back. These 
beatings took place regularly. The guards 
would laugh at me and call me names such 
as, “faggot”, “queer”, “white slut”, 
“homo”, etc... while they would beat me 
with their fists and with their nightsticks. 


I was always thrown back into my cell 
without receiving any medical attention. I 
desperately wanted this abuse to end, so I 
wrote letters to my family and friends, 
telling them that the guards are trying to 
kill me. I told them to contact the Commis- 
sioner in Albany, to explain the situation to 

| him, and to demand that I be transferred 


out of the facility. I was transferred shortly. 
thereafter to the Auburn Correctional 
Facility where the abuse continued. 


I was again contacted by the O.1.G., 
and asked if I was now willing to work for 
them. Again I said “No”. Shortly thereafter, 
I was “set up’ again. As a result of the set- 





up, I was locked down for a month. At that 
point, I feared for my life, and I demanded 
that I be placed in “Protective Custody” 
(PC). Approximately one month later, I was 
transferred to the Clinton Correctional . 
Facility, which is the furthest facility from 
my family on Long Island, which made it 
virtually impossible for them to visit me. 


I was in prison population for one day, 
whereby I was raped repeatedly, and forced 
to perform oral sex on seven inmates who 
were brandishing razor blades and home 
made knives, While the guards ignored my 
screams and desperate pleas for help. The 
attackers left my cell only after they all had 
their way with me (several times each). I lay 
in my cell, bleeding from my rectum, wait- 
ing for the guards to show up, which they 
never did until 11:00 that night. 


I told the guard what had happened to 
me, and I demanded to be placed in P.C., 
where I was placed the following morning. 
My requests for a transfer have been 
repeatedly denied, per orders of the O.I.G. 
Once again I was “set up”. I was accused 
of committing another sex act, and I am 
currently locked down for an extended 
period of time. I am at a point in my life . 
where I don’t care what happens to me 
anymore. Sometimes I wonder if death is 
better than living under these conditions. 
The O.I.G. has ruined my life, and I want 
the world to know about it. I hope some of 
you will learn something from this, 
because I would hate to see other human 
beings suffer as I do. œ% 


Rodney Stone 91-A-5038 
aka Peaches 

Clinton Correctional Facility 
P.O. Box 2001 

Dannemora, NY 12929-2001 
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The White North American Political Prisoners in the U.S. 


Speech given at the 
international Tribunal 
by Rita “Bo” Brown 
October 3, 1992 


Iam very honored to be here today, at 
this tribunal which condemns 500 years of 
genocide and celebrates 500 years of resis- 
tance. I come speaking about the nearly 35 
white political prisoners presently being 
held in US prisons and jails - many of 
whom are imprisoned because of their soli- 
darity with oppressed nationas and peoples 
in the US and around the world. I speak 
from experience and deep feeling for Iam a 
former political prisoner myself having 
spent 8-1/2 years in federal prisons around 
the country because of my actions as a 
member of the George Jackson Brigade. 


In those years I was moved from 
prison to prison. During that time I spent 
almost a year in isolation in Davis Hall at 
Alderson. This was the first special control 
unit for political women in the Federal sys- 
tem. Sister-Assata Shakur and I were held 
there along with reactionary and Nazi pris- 
oners — the government's threat to us was 
very clear. I was also kept for extra long 
periods in isolation and threatened and 
harassed specifically because I am a les- 
bian. This was not all that unusual treat- 
ment however, for my experience mirrors 
that of all the political prisoners. Yet our 
very existence is still denied by the US 
government and not seen or understood by 
most people in this country. 

The strategy of the US government 
towards all political prisoners and POW’s 
held in prisons is to criminalize them — to 
disguise their political identities under the 
thetoric of criminal activity. But.they are not 


er S hesi 


\merican political prisoners have been con- 
victed of and imprisoned for activities 
which are strictly political in nature. 


These political prisoners and POW’s 
are not a new phenomenon but are part of 






















the history of the resistance in the Americas. 
In fact under international law, as well as 
the Constitution of the US, people not only 
have the right but the absolute responsibili- 
ty to resist the illegal policies and practices 
of the oppressor and colonizing nation. And 
that’s what they have done. 


The North American political prisoners 
draw on a history of white resistance which 
includes the anti-slavery /abolitionist move- 
ment, those who helped in the 
Underground Railroad, women’s rights 
activists, labor and working class organizers 
and supporters of anti-colonialism and anti- 
militarism. Some of their names are famil- 
iar: John Brown, Emma Goldman, Eugene 
Debs, Ruth Reynolds and Ethel and Julius 
Rosenberg; but most of the names of our 
historical grandmothers and grandfathers 
remain unknown to us because the histori- 
ans don’t want us to know about them. 


Some of these political prisoners come 
from working class or poor communities, 
some were already ex-cons, and still others 
were college students, but a common thread 
runs through all their stories: that is the 
decision to take action. Action in support of 
self-determination; action against racism; 
action against US military and nuclear poli- 
cy; action against apartheid in South Africa 
and action in solidarity with workers and 
poor people around the world. 


In order to understand them and their 
situation better we have to go back a little in 
history. 

If you were living in this country in the 
60s and 70s you had to be affected by the 
struggles for freedom and social justice. The 
women and men who are in prison today 
are no exception and are the products of 
these times. r 

Many of them were active in support of 
the Civil Rights movement and were influ- 
enced by Malcolm X’s demand for self 
determination and the organizing of Martin 
Luther King, both of whom would be assas- 
sinated by 1968. Others worked with the 
Black Panther Party, often in defense of BPP 
members who were imprisoned for political 
activities. Many came to work also with 
Native American, Mexicano/Chicano and 

other Third World liberation struggles. 

Along with millions of others they con- 
sistently opposed US policy in 

Vietnam and were part of the anti- 
war movement. There were mass 
demonstrations throughout 

the country, marches on 
Washington, student 

strikes, sit-ins and the 

burning of draft 

cards. There were 

also thousands of 

acts of sabo- 
tage against 
academic, 
corpo- 
rate, 

mil- 








itary and government targets which ranged 
from property damage to bombings. 

This was also the period when women 
began to be more conscious about their own 
oppression and began to. demand liberation 
and when lesbians and gay men came out 
of the closet and went into the streets 
demanding an end to gay oppression. 

During these years a prisoner’s rights 
movement developed, led mostly by Black 
prisoners and with close ties to the BPP and 
other community groups. Many of these 
white political prisoners worked with these 
organizations and thus came to better 
understand the integral part that prisons 
play in this society. They came to under- 
stand this country needed to control its peo- 
ple and cirminalize, jail or kill those whom 
it either couldn't control or didn’t need. 


The government’s response to this 
legitimate protest and sense of empower- 
ment was swift, repressive and violent. 
COINTELPRO, the FBI’s counter-intelli- 
gence program was responsible for the 
destruction of the BPP and the disruption of 
the American Indian Movement. Hundreds 
of BPP members and other Black activists, 
like Fred Hampton and Bunchy Carter, 
were killed or jailed. The same was true for 
Native people struggling for sovereignty. 
This period also saw the killing of students 
at Kent and Jackson State universities and 
the widespread use of grand jury witch 
hunts.which were designed to further dis- 
rupt legal organizations. 

Out of these experiences came the 
understanding that US society is based on 
the rape and plunder of Native lands, the 
expropriation of life and labor of African 
slaves and the class exploitation of 
European, Asian and Mexican workers. 
People were enraged at the racism so basic 
to. this country and were determined not be 


a part Ofr 1t. Man 


was a connection between the colonialism 
here at home and the war of imperialism in: 


Vietnam. 


It was during this time that activists in 
various parts of the country independently 
decided to begin armed resistance, expro- 


priations and sabotage. These were difficult 


steps to take but were all done in pursuit of 
their vision for change. 


‘This vision included changing cen- 
turies-old oppressive practices which pro- 
mote hatred and which create psychological 
and physical damage and destruction. It 
meant creating a society based on self-deter- 
mination for oppressed peoples both inside 
and outside the US based on an end to 
white supremacy. A society which was not 
based on class divisions. It meant creating a 
society where lesbians and gay men could 
be proud of who they were. And it meant 
creating a non-sexist society where women 
could be equal, free and not afraid. Finally 
all these people are driven by a vision of a 
future based not on greed and profit but one 
that truly answers people’s needs. 


This vision and spirit of resistance con- 
tinued to move North Americans to action 
during the 70s and 80s. Thousands of peo- 
ple organized to resist the building of 
nuclear weapons, the intervention in 
Nicaragua and El Salvador and in solidarity 
with Black forces against apartheid in South 
Africa. Many whites demonstrated and 
organized against racism and the growth of 
the Klan and other white supremacist 
groups. Thousands of people signed 
pledges of resistance to participate in civil 
disobedience if Nicaragua was invaded and 
participated in these acts as intervention in 
Central America increased. Women 
marched en masse against cut backs in 
reproductive rights and protected abortion 
clinics against attacks. Lesbians and gay 
men demanded that the society deal with 
the AIDS pandemic and pushed for broader 
acceptance of lesbian and gay rights. Again, 
during the Gulf War, thousands of white 





people joined in the streets protesting US 
policy.. 

Not much has changed. We can under- 
stand the desire to resist very well. 
Genocidal conditions are increasing for 
Black and other communities of color. There 
is a rise of police brutality, drugs and jail- 
ings and as we all know a dramatic decrease 
in social services. Violence against women is 
Way up — a woman gets raped every 2 min- 
utes. The right wing scapegoats and whips 
up hysteria against gays and lesbians who 
can forget “family values”. Abortion is all 
but gone; the courts are making one right- 
wing decision after another; and if we don’t 
look out soon we won't even have air we 
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can : i 
breathe oppressive practi 
or earth ; 
we can hatred and whic 
stand on. > 

Betra logical and phy: 


we get more 
specific about 

who these prison- 

ers are we’d like to 
take time to define 
what we mean by 


destruction ... al 
driven by a vi 
based not on. 


political prisoner. For but one 
some of us this definition 

means those in prison as a answers 
direct result of their political | 
actions, affiliations and beliefs. ne 


Still others wish to extend that 
definition to those imprisoned for 
social crimes who have become 
politicized while inside prison and 
who therefore suffer extra repression 
inkit important. 
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orientation (adopted by Amnesty | 


International this year) and to those impris- 
oned for defending themselves against 
and/or fighting their abusers, such as 
women imprisoned for killing their batter- 
ers. 


So let’s get down to specifics: 


First there are prisoners who consider . 


themselves to be revolutionary anti-imperi- 
alists. 


The Jonathan Jackson-Sam Melville 
Brigade and United Freedom Front were 
armed clandestine organizations which 
emerged from the experiences of working 
class people in poor communities, in the 
military and in prison. The Jackson-Melville 
Brigade was held responsible for a number 
of bombings of government and corporate 
offices in the mid to late 70s. These actions 
raised the demands of independence for 
Puerto Rico and an end to US support for 
apartheid in South Africa, among other 
issues. The UFF operated from the early to 
mid 80s and demanded the end of govern- 
mental and corporate support for South 
Africa, an end to US intervention in Central 
America and freedom for all political pris- 
oners and POWs in US prisons. 


Today the people charged with these 
acts are known as the “Ohio 7.” They 
include Raymond Lavasseur, Thomas 
Manning (both Vietnam Vets who had spent 
years in prison for social crimes), Jaan 
Laaman, Carol Manning, Richard Williams, 
Barbara Curzi and Pat Gros Levasseur 
(these last two are both out on parole). 


Other North American anti-imperialists 
are imprisoned for their direct aid to armed 
clandestine Black organizations in the early 
80s. Judy Clark, David Gilbert and Kathy 
Boudin are serving life sentences in prison. 
They are charged with aiding an attempted 
expropriation (robbery for political reasons) 
of an armored truck in New York State in 
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1981. This action was claimed by the 
Revolutionary Armed Task Force. Marilyn 
Buck was also charged as a result of this 
action as well as for assisting in the escape 
of Assata Shakur. 


Susan Rosenberg and Timothy Blunk 
were captured in 1984 on charges of con- 
spiracy to possess explosives. Later, they 
along with Alan Berkman, Laura 
Whitehorn, Linda Evans and Marilyn Buck 
were charged with a number of bombings 
claimed by the Armed Resistance Unit and 
the Red Guerrilla Resistance. Included in 
these is the 1983 bombing of the Capitol in 
solidarity with the people of Grenada and 
in retaliation against the US invasion that 
year. Other actions were taken against cor- 
porate and military targets in solidarity 
with the peoples of Central America and 
against intervention, against the Zionist 
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Once again I 

come to my own back- 
ground as a former 
member of the George 
Jackson Brigade. We were a 
multi-racial armed organiza- 

tion which operated in the 
Northwest in the mid to late 
70s. We took our name from 
George Jackson, the Black revolu- 
7 _ tionary who was assassinated in 
prisons on Angos 21, 1971. We were 
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Native people for sovereignty, in support of 
a strike by Seattle Auto workers and in sup- 
port of struggles by Washington State pris- 
oners for basic human rights. I’ve already 
told you that I was in prison for 8-1/2 years. 
My comrades, Mark Cook, a Black prisoner 
and Ed Meade, a white prisoner remain in 
prison to this day for these actions. 


There are also anti-authoritarian pris- 
oners. Bill Dunn and Larry Giddings have 
been in prison since 1979 for participating in 
expropriateions and the liberation of a com- 
rade from jail. Richard Picarielo has been in 
prison since 1977 for armed actions against 
US oppression and imperialism. Due to be 
released after 15 years, the state is scram- 
bling to extend his sentence because he’s 
dared to continue struggling from inside. 


Next, I’d like to talk about those people 
who consider themselves part of the 
Ploughshares. 


Taking their name from the famous bib- 
lical quote about turning swords into 
ploughshares, these anti-nuclear and anti- 
military activists come from a religious con- 
viction and tradition that insists that they 
must not sit by while weapons of destruc- 
tion are being made and used. 


Over the last ten years many have 
entered military bases and destroyed mili- 
tary property directly, while others have 
borne witness and engaged in symbolic 
acts. The most recent case is that of Peter 
Lumsdain and Keith Kjoller who destroyed 
the Novstar computer — part of the US's first 
strike capability — to the tune of 2-1/2 mil- 
| lion dollars. They received 18 months for 
this “crime”. 

Throughout the 80s the government 
| also prosecuted members of the Sanctuary 
movement. These include clergy, church 
| workers and lay activists who have “illegal- 
ly” provided refuge to Central and South 
_. American refugees fleeing US sponsored 





repression in their homelands. 


Following a historic tradition, there 
are also military resisters. For example, 
Gilliam Kerley was sentenced to three 
years in prison plus a $10,000. fine not 
merely for refusing t0 register but because 
he persisted in organizing against registra- 
tion and the draft. Military resisters contin- 
ue to sit in jail as a result of their refusal to 
serve in the Gulf war. 


The US legal system is also used to 
serve the government’s allies in effecting 
their own counter-insurgency programs. In 
so doing, it echoes and enforces US foreign 
policy. Along with Haitians, Central and 
South Americans and other Third World 
people there are several European nationals 
being held in US prisons. 

Silvia Baraldini, a citizen of Italy, 
received a 40 year sentence for aiding in the 
escape of Assata Shakur. Although the 
Italian government has said that it wants 
her back in Italy to serve her time in an 
Italian prison —- in accord with the 
Straussberg Convention — the US justice 
department refused to let her go claiming 
the Italians won’t be harsh enough. 


There are also 9 alleged members or 
supporters of the IRA, Irish Republican 
Army held in US prisons by the US govern- 
ment. 


Counterinsurgency tactics 


The same counterinsurgency tactics 
that have been detailed in other presenta- 
tions have been used against white political 
prisoners. These include sophisticated spy- 
ing and infiltration techniques, the jailing of 


many white activists for refusing to testify 


and/or cooperate with grand juries, the use 
of broad and vague conspiracy laws to 
criminalize people for association and belief 


and the use of preventative detention to 
‘deny bail. Laura Whitehorn was held with- 


out bail for 4 years before going to trial. 
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| mr the word Their political pees are used 


as a basis to impose sentences that are, in 
many instances, the equivalent of natural 
life in prison. The reason for this is that they 
are revolutionaries. 


For example, in 1986, a man convicted 
of planning and carrying out bombings, 
without making warning calls, of ten occu- 


pied health clinics where abortions were _ 


performed was sentenced to ten years in 
prison and was paroled after 46 months. In 
contrast, Raymond Levasseur was convict- 
ed of bombing four unoccupied military tar- 
gets in protest against US foreign policies. 
He received 45 years in prison. 


Or this one: A Ku Klux Klansman, 
charged with violations of the Neutrality 
Act and with possessing a boatload of 
explosives and weapons to be used in an 
invasion of the Caribbean island of 
Dominica received 8 years. [Toronto’s own 
Wolfgang Droege - ed.] Linda Evans was 
convicted of purchasing 4 weapons with 
false ID and she was sentenced to 40 years — 
the longest sentence ever imposed for this 
offense. 


Prisons are a horrible experience for 
everyone in this ocuntry. This was well doc- 
umented in the Prison Discipline Study 
Report issued in 1991. This national sur- 
vey revealed that both physical and 
psychological abuse, so severe that it 
approaches the internationally 
accepted definitionj for torture, is 
the norm in maximum security 
prisons throughout the United 
States. That’s the case for all pris- 
oners. 


In this context the North 
American prisoners — like politi- 
cal prisoners everywhere — are 
systematically singled out for 
particularly severe sentences 
and constant harassment once 
incarcerated. This includes par- 
ticular abuse directed at the 
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women and lesbians, including sexual 
assault and threats often at the hands of 
male guards. 


One of the most brutal weapons in the 
government's arsenal is the control unit 
prison: a special maximum security unit 
based on total physical and sensory depri- 
vation. Control unit prisons are currently 
the trend in new prison construction in the 
US. Their goal is to reduce prisoners to a 
state of submission where it becomes possi- 
ble to destroy their bodies, their spirit, their 
wili and ultimately their resistance and very 
self definition. 


While officials claim that these units are 
only for the most violent disciplinary prob- 
lems, more and more political prisoners are 
being placed there solely for their political 
beliefs. For instance, Alan Berkman, 
Raymond Levasseur and Tom Manning 
were all sent directly to Marion Control 
Unit after sentencing. 


Silvia Baraldini and Susan Rosenberg 
along with Puerto Rican POW Alejandrina 
Torres were sent to'the Lexington High 
Security Unit for two years in 1986 — the jus- 
tification: their political beliefs and associa- 
tions. Once it was closed, a result of a mas- 
sive campaign inside and out, Susan and 
Silvia were sent to the new control unit for 
women at Marianna. Marilyn Buck was also 
sent there directly after sentencing. 


In addition to isolation in control units, 


all political prisoners are more frequently © 


subjected to cruel and inhumane punish- 
ment. This includes torture, sexual assault, 
strip and cavity searches (including those 
by male guards on women prisoners), puni- 
tive transfers, censorship and denial of 
medical care, which has had grave conse- 
quences in several cases. Alan Berkman, 
suffering from Hodgkin’s Disease, nearly 
died several times while in prison because 
officials withheld necessary medical treat- 
ment. Silvia Baraldini’s abdominal lumps, 


which anyone could feel, were ignored for 
months ee to reveal that she had an 


continues to fe difficulty receiving mee 
ical attention. 





_ Imprisonment doesn’t mean the end of 
these revolutionaries’ organizing and politi- 
cal work. They continue once they’re inside. 
For many of them this has meant organizing 
resistance,to oppressive prison policies, 
publishing prison newsletters, providing 
legal help and assistance, facilitating cours- 
es, work stoppages and 
hunger strikes. For others 
it’s also meant becoming 
AIDS activists. In fact 
some of the women 
prisoners are respon- 
sible for develop- 
ing the most 
comprehensive 
models (like 
ACE at 
Bedford 
Hills 
and 





















PLACE in Pleasanton) for AIDS education 
and peer counselling in prisons in the coun- 
try! 

But even in these cases political prison- 
ers are punished for being too successful in 
their work. For instance, Ed Meade who 
organized Men Against Sexism at Walla 
Walla was prevented from continuing his 
work on prisoner-on-prisoner rape. Bill 
Dunne was kept at Marion for years for 
publishing a newsletter there and David 
Gilbert was moved from place to place for 
developing work on AIDS in prison, finally 
prevented from doing any work at all. 
Quite recently, Laura Whitehorn was trans- 
ferred from Lexington to Marianna after 
she participated in the first women’s 
prison uprising in 20 years when the 
women protested an attack on a Black 
woman prisoner by a male guard. Tim 
Blunk was moved back to Marion from 
Lewisburg after there was a‘strike there of 
Black and Puerto Rican prisoners. 


Why does the government so deter- 
minedly continue to attack and repress 
these women and men once they are incar- 
cerated? It needs to break their spirits and 
prevent them from continuing to educate 
and mobilize from within the prison walls. 
On the one hand these prisoners are used as 
examples to intimidate whole movements 
and communities from continuing their 
resistance. The government wants it made 
very clear the price one can pay for being a 
white person willing to take a stand against 
this racist and inhuman system is very high. 
On the other hand they need these revolu- 
tionaries to be buried away and forgotten. 


We won't let that happen! 


Clearly now is a time for action. We too 
can follow the examples of these brave 
women and men who have given so much 
of their lives for freedom and justice. We 
must recognize who and what they are: 
Political prisoners. We must demand their 
freedom so they can be back on the streets 


where they belong. 


I'know T Speak for all the whi Capea 
prisoners when I say that it’s been a great 
honor to be able to speak to you today at 
this International Tribunal. All of us pledge 
to continue our resistance to the crimes out- 
lined by today’s speakers and commit our- 
selves to continue to work until there is a 
world where everyone can have true justice 
and freedom. co 
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New law governs 
Canadian prisons 


Since the days of British colonialism, 
Canadian prison administrations have tra- 
ditionally been overseen by British rule, 
allowing them to maintain a level of 
authority above the law. When civil rights 
violations or the ineffectiveness of the cor- 
rectional system became obvious, newer 
Commissioners’ Directives and prison 
heads’ (wardens’) Standing Orders dictated 

` policy and procedure for a few decades. 
_ Although, prisoners effectively fought 
some cases .of abuse, it was the public who 
wanted some changes in what went on 
inside prisons. Consequently, a new law 
has been passed that will oversee prisons 
and regulate errants upon release. As to 
who this new law will benefit, if anyone, 
remains to be seen. 


Laws are oppressive by nature, and 
Bill C-36 is no exception. Generally, it gov- 
erns and regulates the failing systems of 
prisons and justice. This new piece of legis- 
lation of 234 sections and a multitude of 
sub-sections concerning corrections and 
conditional release, revokes the “Peni- 
tentiary Services Regulations” of 1978. 
Already, Bill C-36 has been responsible for 
putting more people in prisons for longer 
periods. It gives unprecedented power to 
the courts by now giving judges the 
authority to determine not only a convicted 
person’s sentence but how much of that 
sentence s/he must serve before being eli- 
gible for parole. 


As in the past, the National Parole 
Board remains an elite answering to no one 
because parole board members are ap- 

_ pointed on the basis of political ideology 


and affiliations. Although the Statute does 


establish the Office of Correctional Inves- 
tigator as an overseer, these bureaucrats 
merely report to the Solicitor-General, the 
rections, which puts into question their 
impartiality and fair play. And there is no 
shortage of rhetoric in this new policy of 
Chapter 20, as it is officially referred to, that 
upholds civil rights violations such as the 
continued but now lawful use of discipline, 
segregation and internal decisions made by 
kangaroo courts. Retributive justice prevails! 


The first people affected by the enact- 
ment of the new bill in November ’92 were 


those imprisoned prior to post-suspension 
parole hearings for conditional release vio- 
lations, some of them quite petty. No 
longer were suspended parolees allowed to 
defend themselves in order to not lose their 
entire earned remission if their conditional 
release was revoked. (Earned remission is 
the officially recorded time off for good 
behavior earned by prisoners while serving 
their sentence.) A large number of these so- 
called recidivists lost 100% of their earned 
remission automatically. This means that 
many who returned to prison did so for a 
longer period than in the past. 


Around the same time that parolees 
began to feel the wrath of Bill C-36, a judge 
sentenced a drug trafficker to a lengthy 
sentence before being eligible for parole. 
Prior to the bill, any prisoner except those 
serving life sentences could apply for 


-parole after they served one-sixth and/or 


one-third of their sentence. 


Another form of conditional release, 
mandatory supervision (MS) was in the 
past applied to most prisoners after they 
served two-thirds of their sentence. MS has 
been abolished with the enactment of 
Statutory Release, which can now more 
effectively prevent a prisoner from being 
released before their entire sentence is 
completed. There are also provisions under 
this new form of release whereby a 
released offender can be regulated with 
stricter terms than ever before. The overall 
effect of the courts’ and parole boards’ 
involvement in simply a newer and more 
lawful source of power for advocates of 
more policing and prisons. 


Prior to November ‘92, prison policy 
and procedure was based on the Peni- 


tentiaries Act and Commissioners’ Direc- 


CS. ITT 
what wardens and institutional adry 
tions based their particular Standing 
Orders on, which are rules and regulations 
that were specific to each institution. 
Although Standing Orders and Commi- 
ssioners’ Directives were contestable, they 
are not the sort of things a lawyer can 
argue against successfully in th@ court of 
law. With the enactment of the new Bill, 
there is now recourse in the courts for pris- 
oners whose rights have been violated by 


ecent years, 


hese-Directives. are.) 
inistra- | 


prison staff and administrations. Whether 
prisoners will have the means to take viola- 
tions to court and whether judges will 
interpret cases with the new statutes in 
favour of prisoners is questionable and 
remains to be seen. However, legally speak- 
ing, prisoners now have written law on 
which to base their specific grievances on 
against their captors. 

Unfortunately, contesting law and hav- 
ing violators brought before the courts 
necessitates legal funding that prisoners 
have scarce access to. This goes the same 
for any new laws that prove to be viola- 
tions of guaranteed rights under the 
Charter. As a result, it is going to be a long 
and difficult struggle to convince prison 
staff that prisoners are now protected by 
law. No doubt some prison administrations 
and custodial staff will continue to deny 
prisoners their inalienable rights. 


Without a full examination of Chapter 
20 in all its 120 pages of rhetoric, it is not 
possible to give a comprehensive opinion 
and analysis. It may even be possible that 
there are some laws within this new bill 
that will be useful for prisoners and the 
public. That would indeed be a radical 
change. One thing is for sure though, it is 
now written in law that “offenders retain 
the rights and privileges of all members of 





No court access for Florida 


“There is no iron curtain drawn 
between the Constitution and the prisons 
of this country.” Wolff vs. McDonnell, 418 
U.S. 539, 94 S.Ct.2963(1974) 


I am at’a loss to explain how Consti- 
tutional provisions for petitioning the gov- 
ernment for redress of grievances are ren- 
dered hollow by procrustean methods set 
forth by judges and prisoncrats in Florida. 
Department of Corrections’ (DOC) rules 
have countermanded Florida prisoners’ 
Constitutional right of access to courts, 
and that arbitrary practice has been 
upheld by judges. 


The U.S. Supreme Court has, “estab- 
lished beyond doubt that prisoners have a 
constitutional right of access to the courts” 
and that access must be, “adequate, effec- 
tive and meaningful.” Prisoners have a 
right of access to an adequate law library or 
adequate assistance from persons trained 
in the law in order to have a “reasonably 
adequate opportunity to present claimed 
violations of fundamental constitutional 
rights to the courts,” ie. Bounds vs. Smith, 
430 U.S. 817, 97 S.CT. 1491 (1977). The right 
of access to courts is perhaps the funda- 
mental right, because the literate prisoner 
stands a fighting chance of challenging 
his/her fact and conditions of confinement 


if s/he is not barred from conducting 
meaningful legal research. A chance to do 
meaningful legal research is an inherent 
aspect of the right of court access. 


Florida DOC has chosen law libraries 
as its way of satisfying the mandate of 
Bounds, even though 70% of Florida prison- 
ers are functionally illiterate, and on April 
6, 1993 DOC enacted a rule prohibiting 
direct access to law library collections 


unless assigned as a law clerk — CH. 33- 


3.0055(6)(b), F.A.C. Federal Courts in 
Florida have struck down challenges to this 
rule, pending resolution of Hooks vs. 
Wainwright, Case No. 71-144-Civ-J-S, a class 
action commenced twenty-two years ago to 
obtain court access for Florida prisoners. 


Conducting meaningful legal research 
is not like pleasure reading, where one book 
may last a week. Legal research often re- 
quires browsing through various materials 
in search of inspiration, frequently using 
one book merely as reference to another; 
tentative theories may have to be aban- 
doned in the course of research in the face 
of an unfamiliar adverse precedent; new 
theories may occur as a result of a chance 
discovery of an obscure or forgotten case; 
detached diligence continues until an issue 
is identified, a cause clarified, a remedy 


pursued. It is impossible and unreason- 
ably time-consuming to attempt to do 
meaningful legal research through paging 
systems or at a remote distance from the 
volumes with hopeful stabs at three books 
at a time, having groders or guards fetch 
materials requested — an obviously ludi- 
crous process. 


It doesn’t take a legal scholar to 
deduce that Florida prisoners are prohibit- 
ed from launching or maintaining meritori- 
ous legal challenges. The real reason for 
this base barrier can be adduced with little 
thought. Meanwhile, an unconstitutionally- 
operated system runs amok, veiling the 
eyes of its conned supporters a.k.a. taxpay- 
ers, to be sure. 


There are glaring discrepancies 
between what the law of the land says and 
what is wrought from what it means. While 
prison officials officially are not masters of 
their own domain (whatever that means), 
Florida prisoners continue to be legally 
powerless in a proven-failure system; effec- 
tively barred from redressing grievances in 
any meaningful was. Prisoners’ right of 
access to the courts hardly remains unfet- 
tered. It is indeed a dark mystery regarding 
any remaining righteous remedy. eo 
Gerald Niles #122280 
Hardee Correctional Institution 
Rt 2, Box 200 Mailbox #0351 
Bowling Green, FL 33834 


society, except those rights and privileges 


that are necessarily removed or restricted 
as a consequence of a sentence.” The new 


` principles that guide the Correctional 





Service also state that the “Service use the 
least restrictive measures consistent with 
the protection of the public, staff members 
and offenders.” It must first be proven that 


these laws can be upheld in a court of peers. 


It is far too soon to come to concrete 
conclusions about this bill. Its full effects 
will not be seen until new policy and pro- 
cedure is developed as the legislation is 
interpreted. it is going to take some time 


before administrations can follow new cor- - 


rections and conditional release regula- 
tions, as it is to educate prisoners about the 
new laws that affect them. And if there are. 
going to be any positive effects, it is once 
again going to be up to the prisoners to 
make sure there is no backsliding. 
Considering that it is already difficult to 
make the best use of any time spent in 
prison, and that it has always been difficult 
for prisoners to understand any rules and 
laws that pertain to-them, Ghapter 20.can 
be interpreted as simply another tool of 
repression.co 


Zoltan Lugosi 
Box 4510 
Kingston, Ont K7L 5E5 
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I, Milton V. Griffin-El wish to 
announce my Hunger Fasting to protest 
the unjust and inhuman practice of the 
death penalty here in Missouri and 
throughout the United States of America. 


I initiate this action to protest and 
dramatize the disparity, the discriminato- 
ry, genocidal and inhuman treatment and ~ 
the use of the death penalty against soci- 
ety, even though the death penalty is 
only used against the poor, minorities 
and the mentally unstable. 


I fast in solidarity with my fellow 
prisoners with the Texas Death Row hun- 
gerstrike, and individually and personally 
corelate my fast to protest the denial of 
the educational, cultural, historic and 
divine creed of my ancient forefathers. 


I will be fasting for 3 days each 
month: This fast began on June Ist, at 
12:01 a.m. I call upon all decent minded 
persons to join me in our effcrts to abol- 
ish the death penalty;, any individual 
who so desires to support me or partici- 
pate can contact mef at: co 


Milton V. Griffin-E] C.P. 57 


Route 2, Box 2222 Potsoi CI. 
Mineral, Point MO 63660 
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Prison News Service 


for slave labor 


For fifteen years, Minnesota state prisoner 

Greg McMaster had been trying without suc- 

cess to get extradited to Canada to face a 1978 

murder charge. But as a lawsuit against the 

Minnesota Department of Corrections that 

-Masters helped to instigate approached the trial 
stage, he suddenly found himself sitting in a 

county jail in North Bay, Ontario. 


The United States Cotemment has 
passed laws and enacted trade embargoes to 
help discourage the slave labor of prisoners 
in foreign countries. The most notable recip- 
ient of this attention has been China. The 
self-righteous U.S. Congress proudly pro- 


. claims that these actions have been taken to 


protect the human rights of foreign prison- 
ers. The Congressmen also profess to be 


- safeguarding the America Work force from 


the underpriced goods which are produced 
through the use of foreign slave labor. 


On the surface, the actions of the U.S. 
Congress appears to be commendable. It’s 
when you take a closer look, a look in our 
own back yards, that the real meaning of 


the trade embargoes unfolds. The Con- 


gressmen could care less about Chinese 
prisoners. Their true intentions are to make 
sure that there is no competition to our own 
home grown version of a cheap labor 


source. Slave labor is alive and well in the 


American penal system and is routinely 
practiced across the country. 


My piison knowledge and expertise 
on this subject was obtained within the 
Minnesota State Prison system where I have 
spent the last 15 years of my life. In the 
summer of 1978 I was sentenced to life in 
prison. I was the ripe old age of 21. While 
handing down his sentence, the judge 
neglected to inform me that I was also 


pein > SentenceG to 2 fe Jone term of forced. 


ervitude. Corrupt politi ians, | d 
corrections officials within Minnesota have 
been rather creative in concocting a variety 
of techniques which result in the forced 
labor of prisoners. Their most successful 
scheme is a Legislative Bill they-passed 
which results in Minnesota prisoners losing 
ten days good time per month for not work- 
ing. That amounts to four months per year. 
For every three years a non-working prison- 


er has served another full year behind bars. 


From a citizen’s point of view, the Bill 
seems plausible as the Department of 
Corrections (D.O.C.) Industries are entitled 
“Work Training Programs”. The average cit- 
izen believes that we are being given job- 
training skills which will assist in our reha- 
bilitation and reentry into society. The reali- 
ty of the situation is that there is no job 
training involved whatsoever. On the very 
first day of work prisoners are expected to 
produce a product which is to be sold on 
the open market. If production quotas are 
not met the prisoner is fired. Upon being 
fired we suffer the ten days loss of good 
time per month plus an assortment of other 
penalties. Repeated quota violations or 
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Minnesota D.O.C. faces suit 


refusals to work can also lead to lengthy 
segregation sentences. Any segregation sen- 
tence automatically includes loss of good 
time. In some cases individuals have lost as 
much as 20 days per month. 


Major corporations contract with the 
Minnesota D.O. C. and reap the benefits of 
our slave labor. Disney World, the National 
Football League (NFL), Whirlpool, Jenny 
Craig Weight Loss clinics, and the National 
Organization of Women are just a few. 
Prison administrators show no shame as 
they pimp our labor to the highest bidders. 
Even the Governor of Minnesota gets in on 
the act by appearing in promotional tapes 
which advertise the products we make. 


Federal law dictates that when prison 
made goods are shipped through interstate 
commerce and sold in the private sector 
that the prison labor force is to be paid min- 
imum wage. In some cases the law states 
that prisoners are to receive the prevailing 
wage for similarly made goods in the local 
community. These laws do not cover 
prison-related jobs or other work which is 
in support of the local state Government. 
Such work assignments would include jani- 
torial duties, kitchen workers, yard crew, 
license plate plant, the printing of forms 
and documents for state agencies, etc. 


With the active participation of the 


Governor and the office of the state’s 
Attorney General, the Minnesota D.O.C. has 


-twisted and tortured the state and Federal 


laws pertaining to inmate labor. In an 


attempt to maximize the profit from their 


captive labor force the D.O.C. is now in the 


_ habit of farming out to private contractors 


what was once the staple forms of employ- 


ment for prisoners. This is being done so 


oko are available-to-make 


MOES 
ts which are sold on th 


e open market. 





My most recent job assignment 
involved the making of three-ring note- 
books for commercial companies around 
the country. My salary was 45 cents per 
hour and I was expected to produce 
between 800 and 1,000 notebooks per day. 
Considering the sale price of these note- 
books, had I only made three per day, I 
would have earned the equivalent of a full 
day’s pay. I may not be a college-level 
mathematician but I do know that 45 cents 
an hour is a bit below minimum wage. 


Over the course of my 15 years of 
incarceration | have always had the over- 
powering need to fight back and challenge 
what I know to be a vile and corrupt penal 
system. My personal struggle for justice has 
been progressive over the years and to date 
encompasses three distinct phases. 


As a young man I started out in the 
physical arena and I fought back in an 
aggressive and violent manner. Amongst 
other forms of retaliation these acts of 
protest cost me four straight years in segre- 
gation, most of which was spent in one 
form of isolation or another. To date I have 
‘spent more than five 
years in a variety of 
segregation punish- 
ment units. 

My’second phase 
saw me discovering 
the age-old adage that 
the pen is mightier 
than the sword. I 
became a fairly well- 
published prison 
writer but grew 
increasingly frustrated 
with a seemingly 
uncaring public. 


The third phase, 
which is still ongoing, 
involves the legal 
arena. I have more 
than a few hard- 
fought battles under 


-Ciya ot reasons No 
| ceed on this matter for the past 15 years. AS 


my belt and I absolutely refuse to be deter- 
red by a legal system that appears to be 
even more corrupt that the prison admini- 
strators that I am dragging into Court. 


My most recent efforts involve a Civil 
Rights suit encompassing all of the Min- 
nesota Correctional Facilities. Assisted by 
the legal expertise of three different law 
firms, ten other prisoners and myself have 
filed a class action lawsuit detailing viola- 
tions of the Civil Rights Act, the Fair Labor 
Standard Act and the Federal Racketeering 
statutes. We are attempting to put a stop to 
Minnesota’s illegal practice of using prison- 
ers for slave labor. We are hoping to set a 
precedent which can be adopted across the 
country. This legal action is most commonly 
referred to as the “minimum wage lawsuit” 
but is Officially referred to as McMaster v. 
State of Minnesota, Civil No. 4-92-1058. It 
was filed in the United States District Court, 
District of Minnesota, Fourth Division. 
Named Defendants include the 
Commissioner of Corrections, the wardens 
of the various institutions and an-assort- 
ment of their fawning underlings. 


To clarify the significance of this lawsuit 
it should be understood that the Federal 
Racketeering statute applies to organized 
crime. Through the legal action we are 
charging the named Defendants with being 
members of a criminal organization who 
disguise themselves as public servants. 


Trip to Canada 

One does not file this sort of lawsuit 
without expecting harsh retaliation. We had 
hit them where it hurt by going after their 
illegal source of revenue. As soon as the suit 
was filed many companies cancelled their 
orders out of fear that they too could be 
held culpable. For my efforts I was extradit- 
ed out of the United States on March 13, 
1993, and now find myself occupying a jail 


_ cell in North Bay, Ontario. 


Dating back to 1978 I have been a sus- 
pect in’a homicide in North Bay. For a vari- 
top ro- 


action NAS taker 


detailed in documents obtained through the 
Freedom of Information Act it was quite 
apparent that Canadian officials never 
intended to extradite me to stand trial. The 
minimum wage lawsuit triggered some 
very heavy politicking that started in Min- 
nesota, worked its way through Was- 
hington, D.C., and eventually into Canada. 


Keep in mind that if we win this law- 
suit it has the potential of affecting the 
prison system nation wide. Also consider 
the.fact that on a national scale the various 
Departments of Corrections combine to 
form the third largest industry in the coun- 
try. We are talking about a labor force that 
generates billions of dollars per year. 


Before filing the minimum wage suit 
my attorneys and I debated the various 
retaliatory moves that could be used against 
me. Due to.my base of support in the legal 
and other professional communities having 
me killed seemed unlikely. We agreed that 
extraditing me to Canada would probably 
be the worst case scenario. It was the only 
semi-legitimate excuse that could be used to 
get me out of town and separate me from 
the lawyers, my personal legal files and the 


base of support that I had established both . 


in and outside of the prison. 


While I was still in Minnesota arrange- 
ments were made with a renowned Toronto- 
based attorney to challenge Ontario’s right 
to ever bring me to trial. (This was some- 
thing that was already in the works which 
was made more timely due to our efforts on 
the minimum-wage suit.) The legal action in 
Ontario is multi-faceted but the main thrust 
of the argument is that after 15 years, my 
rights to a fair and speedy trial have been 
irreparably prejudiced. This case is currently 
under review by the Ontario Court of 
Appeals. A decision is not expected to be 
handed down until sometime in October. 
Should the Court of Appeals rule against 
me, this case will certainly be brought before 
the Supreme Court of Canada. An addition- 
al year could easily pass by before the 
Supreme Court decides the issues. 





A Basic premise of law is that two 
courts cannot have jurisdiction over the 
same case at the same time. Knowing full 
well that it has not yet been decided if I can 
even be brought to trial, | was extradited to 
Canada for the alleged purpose of standing 
trial. 

Now that I am in Canada, no one 
knows what to do with me. I can’t be 
brought to trial for at least another year, if at 
all. At the expense of the Ontario taxpayers, ` 
I will be sitting in the North Bay District Jail 
for the next year or so. Considering the 
elaborate security measures being used to 
hold this “desperado from the States” I esti- 
mate that I am twice as costly as the aver- 
age prisoner. My legal battles in Canada can 
have a far reaching effect on all Canadian 
citizens. My case will set the precedent, if I 
am brought to trial after an intentional 15 
year delay, then there is absolutely no point 
in having a speedy trial law in Canada. Asa 
political favor to the United States the 
Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms 
is being raped. 


Some serious questions need to be 
asked of the Ontario public servants who 
allowed this farce to take place. Why would 
they extradite me to Canada when they 
can’t even bring me to trial? Why didn’t 
they leave me in Minnesota åt least until it 
was decided if I could ever be brought to 
trial? Why would Ontario go along with 
Minnesota’s plan to harass me and hinder 
my legai activities by getting me out of the 
country? Why would the proper authorities 
wait 15 years to proceed with a murder 
charge when they have known where i was 
all along? How does anyone expect me to 
get a fair trial after 15 years? Was the fifteen 
year delay in the interest of Justice? Was it in 
the best interest of the citizens of Ontario? 
Would I have ever been extradited were it 
not for external political considerations? 


This whole mess gets even more inter- 
esting when you consider the fact that there 
is still a case going on in the United States 


Court of Appéals for the Eig ht Circuit, to 


h + 


)"determine whether or not ever be 


extradited out of the United States. That’s 
right, I was extradited while the Federal 
Courts are still deciding whether or not I can 
be extradited. The Eighth Circuit Court of. 
Appeals did what was politically correct by 
refusing to stay the extradition until the 
issues had been decided. Kidnapped sounds 
like an appropriate word to describe a situa- 
tion such as mine. Obviously I have shared 
my story in the hopes of gaining some pub- 
lic attention and shedding some light on just 
a few of the corrupt officials on both sides of 
the border. Below you will find the appro- 
priate addresses pertaining to the specific 
issues that I have raised. If you are a prison- 
er encourage your friends and family on the 
outside to get involved. If you are a citizen 
please help me to fight for the basic rights of 
all of us behind the bars. The practice of 
using prisoners as slave labor must come to 
an end. The speedy-trial rights of all 
Canadian citizens must be protected. oo 


Letters regarding the premature extra- 
dition and the minimum wage suit: 


U.S. Court of Appeals for the Eighth Circuit 
U.S. Court and Custom House 

1114 Market St. 

St. Louis, MO 63101 


Senator Paul Wellstone 
702 Hart Senate Building 


` Washington, DC 20510 


Issues of Canada’s speedy-trial laws, 
waste of taxpayers’ money and political - 
favors for the U.S. 


Ontario Court of Appeal 
130 Queen St. W. 
Toronto, Ont 


Toronto Star (newspaper) 
1 Yonge St. 
Toronto, Ont M5E 1E6 


Yours in struggle 


Gregory Jan McMaster 
North Bay fail 

2550 Trout Lake Road 
North Bay, Ont P1B 757 
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League of Lesbian and Gay Prisoners at 
the March on Washington 


Prisoners is a support and resource 
network of people, both in and out of 


_ prison, who are concerned about the equal 


rights, special problems and issues of 
Gay /Lesbian/Bisexual/Transgender pris- 
oners. We celebrated our first anniversary 
at the March on Washington — how appro- 
priate! The MOW was the first time 
G/L/B/T prisoners were represented, sup- 
ported and included in a national move- 
ment. 


We conducted a workshop at the 
MOW which was included in the national 
program. schedule. Attendees were from 
Los Angeles, San Francisco, New York, 
New Jersey, Tennessee, Seattle, and the 
Canadian cities of Hamilton, Montreal and 
Toronto, and prisoners by proxy from 
across the nation. Issues discussed at the 
workshop included: 


1. “National Civil Rights” means pris- 
oners too! 

2. G/L/B/T issues need to be “out” in 
prison, as in the community, to start deal- 
ing with the reality, issues and solutions. 


3. How to cope with burnout in pris- 
oner support groups. 


4. How io involve the G/L/B/T com- 
munity. 


.5. How to involve other communities 
for coalition and networking. 


6. Aid to prisoners via support, 
actions, exposure of issues needed atten- 
tion, press releases and legislation. 


7. 1994 National Convention of 
Prisoners Support Groups to build a 
national coalition and resource network. 
Location discussed. 


A major focus of the workshop was 
Planning Stage 1 of the 1994 National 
Convention. Goals for this include national 
coalition building, networking, support/re- 
source information in regards to release 
issues/needs, housing, employment, food, 
friends and EQUAL RIGHTS. Immediate 
tasks agreed upon were: 


1. Start plans and ideas to initi- 
ate Prisoners Justice Day on Aug. 
10, 1993 in the U.S. in conjunction 
with Canada’s observance. 
(Canada has memorialized 
Prisoners Justice Day since 
1976 to commemorate 
those who have died 
unnatural deaths in 
prison.) 


2. Continue 
with the Proxy 
Bracelet =e / 
and T-shirts to 
strengthen 
the link 
between 



















the inside and outside and increase visibili- 
ty and awareness. 


3. Continue to promote education and 
awareness of G/L/B/T prisoner issues in 
our respective communities and nationally. 


4. There’s a possibility LLGP will be at 
Stonewall 25 in New York in 1994. 


LLGP publishes “The Key”, a bi- 
monthly newsletter, which is our current 
support link. In the past year, our mail list 
has grown to near 300, over half being 
G/L/B/T prisoners in 32 states, Canada 

and the UK. We have also received con- 
tacts in Austria. The Proxy Bracelet 
Project has also helped increase 
involvement, visibility and aware- 
ness. Persons “outside” wear a 
wrist bracelet with a prisoner’s 
name, ID# and state as a repre- 
sentation and link across the 
walls. You can also repre- 


at community events 
and organizations. You 
are their eyes, ears 
and voice for being 
involved and 
included in the 
communi ty 
while being 
incarcerat- 
eZee 


sent their views/opinions 


Prison News Service 


Currently, a Michigan prisoner is develop- 


ing a “Survival Guide for G/L/B/T 


Prisoners” in regards to dealing with dis- 
crimination, harassment, rape issues, etc. A 
national health care worker is obtaining 
information from G/L/B/T prisoners to 
take to a national corrections health care 
convention to address health and treatment 
issues. LLGP chapters are forming in Ohio, 
Florida and possibly in Canada. 


As the struggle for equal rights contin- 
ues out here, so does the same in prison for 
our G/L/B/T brothers and sisters — even 
more so. LLGP continues to grow. We need 
outside people’s help, support and involve- 
ment. There are people getting released in 
Washington State this fall and winter, who 
need support and start-up necessities like 
clothes, maybe a bus: pass, a friend, hous- 
ing and employment. Referrals for housing 
and employment through LLGP are for 
those prisoners who have had fairly exten- 
sive contact with LLGP or its members. We 
are a non-profit organization under the 


“auspice of Gay Community Social Services. 


To become involved, to send contributions 
or to order Proxy Bracelets or T-shirts, 
write: 


League of Lesbian and Gay Prisoners 
1202 E. Pike St., Suite 1044 

Seattle, WA 98122-3934 

or contact 

Darrell Taylor 206-762-3478 or 
Bruce Cummins 206-878-1055. 


Gays and lesbians in Canaadian prisons 
should also contact: 


Bulldozer 


P.O. Box 5052, Stn A 
Toronto, Ont M5W 1W4 co 





—_ apagan has difficulty 


QE ini O.W ith 


As a gay man sitting in prison in the 
state of lowa, I’ve become only too aware of 
the discrimination which is inflicted on all 
Gay/Lesbian /Bisexual/ Transvestite /Trans- 
gender inmates. Prior to my incarceration, I 
was very active in numerous G/L/B 
groups, some of them social, most of them 
political. This issue was even brought up by | 
the prosecution at my sentencing. ; 


Today appearing on the Iowa “Crime 
Computer” behind my name is the follow- 
ing statement: “Difficulty dealing with 
homosexuality in an acceptable manner.” 
By what right do they determine the 
“acceptable” behavior of a gay man? If I 
had been involved in some sex scene in the 
system I could see a label such as this, but 
this is not the case. 


It is the opinion of this writer that 
one’s sexuality is a very positive aspect of 
their self and should not be a consideration 
when an inmate is being classified and 
their custody rating being determined. 
Often a G/E/B/TG inmate who discloses 
their sexual orientation to the classification 
committee finds that their custody rating 





has been increased due to the fact that they. 


Io Ut. 


fail to adhere to society’s “norm” 


In order for correctional counselors and 
other staff to realize that gays are not a 
threat to their institutions, it is necessary to 
remind them that homosexuality has not 
been considered a psychological disorder 
since 1974. It was in that year that the 
American Psychiatric Association declared 
that sexual orientation was not a dysfunc- 
tion of the brain, nor was it a choice in one’s 
life. These individuals must come to under- 
stand that like everyone else, we are normal, 
sexual beings, and furthermore, we are not, 
simply because of our sexual orientation, a 
threat to society or the correctional system. 


Education is perhaps the single most 
useful tool we have to change the percep- 
tion of all gay people. If it were possible to 
take even a small percentage of the staff in 
a given correctional institute and teach 
them about gays, our history, culture, and 
goals as a community, it would help to dis- 
pel the myth that we’re all freaks of nature. 
It may be helpful to show all of the positive 
contributions that queers have made to 


eae 





society, and to point out that we are part of 
the same society as they are. 

Through education, homophobia (in 
si at least) would be vastly reduced. 


turn, Would. allow, pris 


too-often-forgotten minority. This might 
also help to reduce the incidence of rape 
within the institutions. Too often a man 
will not report the sexual advances of a fel- 
low prisoner becuase he is afraid of the 
reactions of the guard. More often than 
not, the gay inmate will be moved to a seg- 
regated part of the prison, you know — to 
protect him! 


‘AIDS and HIV infection have had an 
incredible impact on the entire queer com- 
munity; this includes those of us locked up. 
Corrections officials are still scared of any 
PWA that they may come in contact with, 
gay or heterosexual! This fear is fueled by 
the fact that correctional medicine seems to 
be several years behind the rest of the scien- 
tific world. Again, I say education and 
exposure could alleviate a lot of the fear 
and myths surrounding PWAs who are 
incarcerated. 


As far as preventing the spread of HIV 
infection within the confines of the institu- 
tional setting, there is only one realistic 
manner in which to do this. The answer is 
to give inmates access to condoms. 
Corrections in most states have a policy 
which prohibits any type of sexual contact 
between residents of a facility. At the same 
time the staff and administration know that 
men are engaging in high-risk sexual 
behavior. Is the state not held responsible 
for our health and well-being? In lowa they 
are! By not allowing the sale or distribution 
of condoms in the prison system, they are 
not facing the fact that men are still sucking 
and fucking — please excuse the vulgar lan- 
guage — and possibly exposing one another 
to HIV or any of the numerous other sexu- 
ally transmitted diseases. This is reality, not 


a fairy tale; our lives are at risk becuase 


these officials have the gross misconception 
that if we don’t have rubbers, we won’t 
have sex. It simply doesn’t work that way! 
“People are still having sex, this AIDS 
thing’s not working,” goes a song recently 
on the pop charts, maybe it’s time correc- 
tions officials turn on their radios! 


On officials LO 


become more sensitive to the needs of a ae 


Gay prisoners are not afforded the | 


opportunity to go to the institutional 
library and get a book on our history and 


culture. In the three institutions I’ve been — 


in, both have had libraries devoid of. even.a 





books are not available. There are over 
1,800 titles listed in the current Books In 
Print catalogue. Not only are we not able to 
get books out of the library, too often we 
are denied access to materials we may have 
sent in. An example of this is that at the 
same time one of my roommates was 


receiving “adult” pictorial magazines, I 


was not allowed to receive The Advocate — 
a biweekly news magazine. This publica- 
tion has no violence, no fantasies, and no 
profanity between its covers. However, it 
was deemed inappropriate for the correc- 
tional setting. It took a court order to get it 
through the front door of the prison. 


Regarding visitation, in lowa a gay 
couple is denied visitation until the inmates 


have gone through orientation, classifica- 


tion, and a bed is found for them in the sys- 
tem. This can take up to five months. On 
the other side are the heterosexual couples 
who are allowed to visit at the end of the 
eight day orientation. Mind you, often a 
gay or lesbian couple has been together far 
longer than the het couple. The administra- 
tion simply will not permit visitation of a 
queer couple. 


In bringing this to a close, perhaps the 
most important goal to strive for is to let 
prison officials know just how many queers 
are locked up. If you look at the total num- 
ber of prisoners in the country you will 
relize that the prison population is approxi- 
mately equal to the population of the ninth 
largest city in the country, San Antonio, 
Texas! Since numerous studies indicate that 


10% of the population is queer, there are 


over 100,000 of us locked up. Eretiy amaz- 
ing isn’t it! 


Do you think we would still be 
ignored if officials realized that there are so 
many of us here? It’s time to clue them in, 
let them know that they can lock us up, but 
they can’t push us back into the closet! 


Jay Thomas-Widmer #806654A 
MPCE Hwy 218 South 
Mt. Pleasant, IA 52641-1860 
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Prison News Service 


The following piece was written to provide 
a prisoners’ perspective at a recent conference of 
the National Coalition of Blacks for Reparations 
in America (NCOBRA). 


Power, NCOBRA Confrees: 
We are Amistad-March 31 (A.M. 31) 


Chapter of National Coalition of Blacks for 


Reparations in America (NCOBRA). We are 
a chapter of NCOBRA formed specifically 
to assure that the voice of the Black person 
being held prisoner is heard that Our con- 
cerns are addressed and Our needs are met, 
as they relate to reparations for Blacks in 
Amerikkka. 


Until such time as some of Our mem- 


bers are released from prison to carry on 
_ this aspect of the struggle for reparations 
from the “outside” We will continue to bea | 


chapter in captivity and thus in dire need of 
your support. We hope that it will not be 
very much longer before some of Us are 
released so that We can take this chapter out 
of captivity and join with you and work for 
Our repair. 


As stated, as A.M. 31 We intend to 
make sure that the Black prisoner is not for- 
gotten. There is no doubt that Black people 
will be repaired. The only legitimate ques- 
tion is when? We know the reparations boat 
is about to sail and as Our General 
Secretary, Big Tee, says, “We don’t want the 


boat to leave without Us". 
Which brings Us to one of Our major ` 


concerns and what We want to convey to 
this conference, and have addressed. 


From Our perspective it appears as if 


the vast majority of Us Blacks being held as 
i prisoners are talked about, around, over 


ane under and in obscure secondary terms, 
ed to and worked with. 


most of Us are not famous, or dead, or 
acknowledged political prisoners and pris- 
oners of war, We don’t count; We have 
nothing to contribute and should expect 
nothing save what the good graces of some 
folk will allow Us. 


We are sure that some would find Our 
perception debatable as to its validity. What 
is not debatable, however, is that Our per- 
ception itself is real. As such it must be 
dealt with. If We are wrong then prove Us 
wrong by giving Us your substantial sup- 
port. If Our perception is not wrong! and 
you do think of the Black prisoner as an 
aside, then We will think that there are 
some things that you should consider and 
then give Us your effectual support. 


To help one understand why We must 
be supported We offer a few things for con- 
sideration. 


One thing one should consider is the 
fact that the vast majority of Blacks in the 
u.s. are here as a result of war waged upon 
Afrika by europeans. A major element of 


: the war upon Afrika was slavery. European 


government-sanctioned and backed slavery 
is how We got here, why most of Us are still 
here and why We're in the state of mind, 
being and condition that We’re in now. It 
was/is political war and. We were/are — 


inside and outside of prison — prisoners of ` 


that war and its politics. 


The social and economic realities of life 
under white domination, for the most part, 
negate any real exercise of free choices rela- 
tive to Black and other oppressed peoples. 
Most decisions were/are made for Us long 
before We are born. Conditions created for 
Us and stimuli We are bombarded with 
from cradle to grave determine, in large 
measure, how one will respond. The socio- 
economic realities are the result of con- 
scious political decisions by the dominant 
white supremacy power structure. 

It is not necessary to go into detail of 
how the u.s. creates and enforces laws 
designed specifically to adversely impact 


it appears to Us that since | 


- May/June 1993 


Amistad-March 31 Chapter, National Coalition 
of Blacks for Reparations in America 


upon Black and other oppressed peoples 
and how these laws keep the pigs, judges, 
probation and parole officers, prison per- 
sonnel and other assorted trash in jobs and 
the prison population in concentration 
kamps full of the Black and poor. The major- 
ity of you can recite a litany of examples of 
how you know the white power structure 
does it. You also know it is political. 


It apparently needs to be said that a lot 
of Us in prison were politically aware and 
active before We were captured. Some of Us 
as members of various political formations. 
Some of Us not. Some of Us become politi- 
cally active and aware after We were/are in 
prison, thus manifesting a substantial 
change in values and beliefs. Whatever the 
status, there is no negation of the fact of 
being a political prisoner and/or prisoner of 
war. Needless to say, all of Us suffer because 
of Our political awareness and activity. 


Taking all of these factors, in whole or 
in part, into consideration as relate to 
Blacks being held prisoner and repara- 
tions, there is no room for a limited and 
narrow definition of political prisoner and 
prisoner of war. 


One should also consider that prison 
society is the micro of the macro. From the 
top to the bottom, the same kinds of peo- 
ple in here are the same kinds of people as 
out there. Every single soul in here comes 
from out there. The same kinds of things- 
that go on out there are the same kinds of 
things that go on in here:the same drugs 


_ and thugs; the same lying, stealing, robbing 
_and killing. The same cops that rape, beat, 
_ kill and frame Black people out there are 
the same pigs doing the same shit in here. 


It’s the same game, in totality. 

This :is\also,theJaboratory ore theo 
ries of behavior mod fication, fate is to iy 
social control, are tested. The same laborato- 
ry where biological and chemical experi- 
ments are carried out. The results of all 
these tests and experiments are applied to 
society at large. 

One should also consider the many 
murders of Blacks by the pigs all over this 
country and that not one pig has done any 
time for any of those murders; consider that 
white boys who murder Blacks can receive 
probation, consider the rape, murder and 
other abuses of Black wimmin in and out of 
prison and the fact that not much is said 
about it and less is done; consider the roll- 
back of civil and human rights by the u.s. 
supremacy court and the legislative and 
judicial branches of the u.s. along with the 
proliferation of prisons and “criminal 
Justice” as the largest and fastest growing 
industry in the u.s.; consider that the profile 
of the average amerikkkan drug dealer and 
user is white, male and middle-class and 
how the “war on drugs” targets Black, 
Brown and poor people and that the pris- 
ons are full of Black and Brown people on 
drug-related charges. Then consider that 
none of these things are chance, coincidence 
or isolated incident. 


Consider also that Black people make 
up 12% of the u.s. population. If one cuts 
that percentage in half that would mean 
Black males make up 6%. Allowing for 
Black males under 15 and over 60 We end 
up with Black men between these ages 
being approximately 3%. Consider that 
Black men make up more than 50% of the 
u.s. prison population. This percentage does 
not include those on parole, probation or 
other forms of custody, nor the 167% 
increase in the Black female incarceration 
rate. The only way these figures make any 
sense is if Black people are genetically 
defective as the National Institute of Health 
is attempting to prove, or something else is 
drastically wrong. Obviously, something 
else is wrong. 


One should also consider the very real 
possibility that some of you could end up in 
prison by means of a frame-up, or some 
other means out of your immediate control. 
This in spite of all the “I did this to myself” 
whitewash. Consider that the Brookings 
Institute (the Washington D.C. white think 
tank) estimates that by the mid-21st century, 
if incarceration continues at its present rate, 
half of the u.s. population will be locked 
down and the other half will be guarding 
them! It is also instructive that the same 
institute projects that by the year 2060 
whites will be a minority in their own coun- 
try. Now what half of the u.s. do you think 
they intend to have locked down? 


A.M. 31 does not suggest that all Black 
prisoners are guiltless angels. Far from it. 
What We are suggesting, however, is that 
most of Us are redeemable and that since 
most of Us will be coming out of prison Our 
redemption should be of major concern to 


yor. Lt cL into goa ae come out, ie 





How We 2 are meata wine’ We'r re necked 
down, We suggest, again since most of Us 
will be coming to your door, is what you 
should be concerned with. 


You should be concerned about the 
rapes, forced prostitution, beatings and 
deaths of wimmin in prisons and about 





Savagery at Pendleton continued from page 8 


something to change the way we're all 
being mistreated) — get in touch! 


“Certainly. the best man before Allah 
is he who loves most to act according to 
right even though it causes him hardship 
and grief, rather than according to wrong 
even though it gives him benefit and 
increase.” (Imam Ali) < 


In struggle 
Abd al Bari #31561 


P.O. Box 41 
Michigan City, IN 46360 


For D/S support work, contact: 
Bro Kieran Daniels #862464 
P.O. Box 30 

Pendleton, IN 46064 


Towards building a revolutionary prisoners’ 
movement: 


Committee For Freedom 
P.O. Box 14075 
Chicago, IL 60614 


For more information on the struggle 
in Indiana write to the Committee For 
Freedom for their newsletter Human 
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_ their loneliness, deprivations, degradation 


and the children they leave behind. You 
should know and you should be concerned 
about the abuses that We suffer at the hands 
of these pigs because you know that abused 
children are most often abusing adults. . 


We also suggest that Black people as a 
group can and should find better solutions 
to the problem of Black “criminality”. To do 
this, however, the Black prisoner must be 
talked to and worked with. Not talked - 
about and worked without. This also means 
supporting Us in any way you can. 


It is Our position that there should be 
no strategies formulated for the winning of 
reparations that do not include the Black 
prisoner. It is also Our position that no re- 


" pairing can take place unless the Black per- 


sons being held prisoner are repaired also. 


We leave you with two quotes. One 
from Dr. John Henrick Clarke and the other 
from the supremacy court ruling in the 
Amistad case: 


“Many societies that the europeans pre- 
tended to civilize would have been better 
off had the europeans left them alone. In 
Africa, the Pacific Islands and in large 
areas of mainland Asia people had built 
safe and spiritually endowed societies 
before the first european’ wore a shoe or 
lived in a house with a window. In large 
areas of Africa a cluster of civilizations 
were built without an organized jail sys- 
tem or a word in their language which 
meant “jail” because there was no need in 
their society for one.” 


“If then, these negros are not slaves, 
but are kidnapped Africans and were kid- 
napped and illegally detained and re- 
strained; there is no pretence to say, that 
they are pirates or robbers. We may 
lament the dreadful acts by which they 
asserted their liberty, but they cannot be 
deemed pirates or robbers in the sense of 
the law of nations.” 


Believe dat! The Black house has been 


burglarized. and.damaged. lf. Qur.ho 
burglarized and damaged. If Our house 


not repaired, no one will have a house. 


This is Prince Imari for A.M. 31. co 
Reparations Now! 


Prince Imari Obadele 
Ellis 1 Unit #563888 
Huntsville, TX 77343 


Rights Held Hostage (HRHH). Donations 
are $6.50 per year. They need financial 
help to continue this critical support 
work. 


Protest this terrible abuse. Write to: 


Commissioner Christian Debruyn 
840 State office Building 
Indianapolis, IN 46204 
317-232-5715 


Superintendent Jack Duckworth 
Indiana Reformatory 

P.O. Box 30 

Pendleton, IN 46064 


(All ellipses ( ... ) in original 
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Pennsylvania’s prison 
system — human waste 


The Special Management Unit (SMU) 
— a Control Unit — was begun in April, 
1992 at Camp Hill prison in Pennsylvannia 
under the direction of Commissioner 
Joseph P. Lehman who brought this inhu- 
mane concept with him from Washington 
state. The deprivations and mental and 
physical atrocities regularly practiced by 
the staff at the SMU are the same as those 
inflicted upon the prisoners in the 
Concentration Camps of WW II. The con- 
cept here is human experimentation and 
mind control. Racism is practiced with the 
protection of the law by prison officials. At 
no time has the SMU had more than three 
white prisoners. It is 95% African- 
American with 100% all-white staff. 


Although you, the public, have been 
told that the worst of the worst amongst 
prisoners are sent to SMU, in reality, the 
worst prisoners are nowhere near this unit. 
Prisoners are sent here because of how we 
think, not what we have done. The depri- 
vations here have no penological or correc- 
tive purpose. It is strictly retaliatory. 

The fact that two of us — Dennis 
McKeithan and Bob Brightwell — have 
nearly identical histories is no mere coinci- 
dence. It proves that an established policy 
exists within the Pennsylvania prison sys- 
tem that targets people who speak up for 
their constitutional and human rights.” 


Both men are African-Americans in 
their late ‘30s with a history of complaints 
against prison officials and medical staff. 
Both were assaulted and beaten with sticks 
by a gang of guards and went on trial in 
criminal court for fraudulent assault 
charges filed by staff. Both were found not 
guilty by a jury of 12 white men and 
women and were sent to the SMU only 
neve after. Based on the same evidence 


— used in. co, UL DO men were rouna guil Y- h ing 


sustain our TEA a because of the 


at closed prison hearings. Said McKeithan: 
“That was expected, because on the inside 
of a prison, the only evidence needed is for 
a staff member to say that you did it.” 
Brightwell’s assault was at Rockview and 
McKeithan’s at Huntingdon. 


There have been eight hungerstrikes 
since the SMU opened and prisoners have 
been beaten and maced for hungerstriking. 


Everyone lives in bare strip cells — 
alone — where the light is always on 


24 hours a day, making ae 


impossible and sleep possi- _ 
ble only in short < < 
spurts. It is a well- 
- known, document- 
ed fact that sleep 
deprivation isa —-—.. 
major tool in tor- 
ture. The human 
body and mind 
quickly disinte- 
grate without ade- 
_ quate deep sleep 


in which our inner emotional reserves can 
be replenished. Deprivation of sleep is 
against the UN Declaration of Human 
Rights and runs counter to all international 
agreements for the treatment of prisoners. 


Cells are kept ice-cold by air pumped 
in all the time. Complaints to the 
Department of Corrections (DoC) are 
ignored. The stress of living in a cold envi- 
ronment causes prisoners to stay in their 
beds, under blankets, just to keep warm 


Says McKeithan: “All of our com- 
plaints are sent back to the Unit’s Manager, 
Arthur Auxer. The result is that we are har- 
assed and paniei because we are not 

“cooperating”. 


Says Brightwell: “We are in a dead-end 
unit where cooperation is the only way out 
— and to progress through the Phases or 
Levels of the program happens only for 
those people the staff allows to leave. The 
evaluation on our progress is always done 
by the same staff who harass us and put 
false information in our files. 


Says McKeithan: “One of the main 
tricks used by staff is to place false infor- 
mation in a prisoner’s file. Even if you can 
prove it is false, you never get the chance. 


We are denied access to legal materials 
— a violation of the 14th and 5th amend- 
ments of the Constitution. Mail is being 
confiscated in violation of the I.C.U. 
Consent Decree governing the DoC + 
there is no limit on the amount of mail a 
prisoner can possess. We are also denied 


‘deodorant, lotion, hair tonic, magazines, 


personal reading material, educational 
materials, history books. 


Life is idleness — 24 hours a day — 
with physical and psychological deteriora- 
tion. Since the ae G are often a 


compiete,, po! Of. been. unable.to 















small portions. McKeithan has not been out 
of his cell for the 40-minute exercise period 
in five-and-a-half months because of med- 
ical problems with an Achilles tendon going 
untreated. Brightwell has not been outside 


in 3 months for fear of being “set up”. 


Adequate medical care does not exist. 
Neither man hasbeen allowed by the 
Unit's staff to receive minimal medical 
care. Although this is denied, the facts 
remain. Brightwell was diagnosed with 
anemia but receives no dietary supplement 
to correct his condition. He was told by the 
Camp Hill physician to just, “eat whatever 
comes your way on the food tray.” He 
walks with a limp as a result of the 
Rockview beating by guards. He suffers 
from dizziness due to low iron in his blood 
and recently fell and opened a gash on his 
forehead requiring 8 stitches. His weight is 
below normal after losing 2 pounds a day 
for 40 days during hungerstrikes since the 
beginning of this year. 

McKeithan is underweight and limps 
because of a torn Achilles tendon which 
goes untreated. Both men completely lack 
the usual signs of health — alertness, coor- 
dination, normal weight. ; 


Hungerstriking is a last resort method 
that prisoners use when all of their com- 
plaints fall on deaf ears. It is practiced 
because prisoners are left completely pow- 
erless in the face of staff control. Joseph 
Taylor was hungerstriking in December 
and he was maced while still in his cell and 
force-fed in hospital. Bob Brightwell’s two 
hungerstrikes ended March 23rd when he 
was force-fed and maced in the hospital 
and then held for two-and-a-half weeks in 
4-point restraints — total immobility. 
Brightwell has gone to court to petition for 
an outside medical evaluator of his present 
condition but Judge J. Wesley Oler, in the 
Court of Common Pleas of Cumberland 
County refused his petition saying that he 
is, “satisfied that the medical treatment 


supplied to the inmates is for their benefit 


and in their best interests.” 


Said Brightwell: “Although mj life, 


means a great deal’ to me — “the injustice 


being done to me is too constant and bla- | 
_ tant to ignore. I will continue hungerstrik- 


ing until something is done.” 


State Representative David Richardson 
is the only political figure who has 
responded to their letters. The Prison 
Society of Pennsylvania has questioned 
conditions but no one has yet confronted 
the situation on an investigative level. Says 

McKeithan: “We can obtain no legal help. 
Every state is challenging its Control 

Units except Pennsylvania. We 
believe that the media 
has fallen into the 

trap — believing 


SSRs the false infor- 

Se ae mation that the 

Seige staff puts out 
SS pees 

a and failing to 


look inside the 
situation to see 
the nature and 
reasons behind 
-these inhumane 
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atrocities perpetrated in the name of Te 
-people of this good state. 


The future holds a new Control Unit 


prison being built in Green County, 
Pennsylvania, which is one of the three 
poorest counties in the nation. It is populat- 
ed by backwoods hillbillies, living in 


. Shacks who spit out the word “nigger” like 


“hello”, says McKeithan. The deprivations 
that will happen there will be worse even 
than at Camp Hill and no doubt we will be 
sent there if the political forces and the 
combined strength of the people of 
Pennsylvania remain unfocused. 


Many of the guards who assaulted us 
at Rockview and Huntingdon will work 
there. Mr Price, the Warden, was formerly a 
Deputy at Huntingdon who lied to my 
mother, telling her nothing had happened 
to me while I was in my cell with my right 
eye totally closed and bruised. When she 
saw me at a Visit she knew the Deputy was 
lying and that I had been beaten. Price is 
the man who brought a shotgun into a cell- 
block and shot at unarmed prisoners, says 
McKeithan. ee 


Instead of building a Control Unit 
prison, we need to close down the SMU at 
Camp Hill. The excesses of staff upon our 
lives can be stopped if the people care 
enough to demand that it cease, says 
Brightwell. Proving who is lying from who 


- is telling the truth isn't hard to do. By send- 


ing in an undercover investigator with 
direct access to the Governor’s Office, pos- 
ing as an inmate, the truth will soon be 
known. The use of a secret agent working 
inside the prison system has long been an 
effective tool to keep the excesses of abuse 
against prisoners in check. 


A political administration willing to go 


to the limits to protect the human rights of 
all its citizens can stop the present out-of- 
control system. As voters, we have the 
tight to demand that they go all the way to 


protect the human rights of our sons oud 


brothers in prison: œ 


Letters Seppo ca Serene of the 





1 - Lights to be dimmed for sleeping. 


2 - Full investigation of the institutional 
racism in the prison by Governor’s Office. 


_3- Temperature at 65 to 75 degrees. 


Write: 


Commissioner Joseph P. Lehman 
Box 8837 
Camp Hill, PA 17001-8837 


Letters of support can be sent to: 


Bob Brightwell AM-5842 
and 


-Dennis McKeithan #BB-2253 


P.O. Box 200 

Camp Hill, PA 17001 

For follow-up information, write: 
Suchi Solomon 

c/o Pinon Fast Print 

1107 B Pen Rd. 

Santa Fe, NM 87501 





The dream 


. As a kid, I lived in a small northern 
Ontario town where homosexuality was 
the ultimate no-no. Feelings of loneliness 
and guilt. Could I be the only one? At six- 
teen, I was befriended by Kathleen, a les- 
bian. She introduced me to Toronto’s gay 
community: the bars, the Metropolitan 
Community Church, the gay ghetto, and of 


course, Gay and Lesbian Pride Day. One | 


week after Pride Day, I packed my bags 
and moved to Toronto. I lived, worked and 
played within the confines of the gay com- 
munity. Life was grand! 


July 1991, I was arrested. Life on the 
inside was comfortable among the inmates, 
but the majority of the Correctional Officers 
detested gays and lesbians. November 1991, 
I fell in love with Gerry. Overwhelming 


passion and a love totally consuming. We 
did not make attempts to hide our romance. 
In February 1992, the administration began 
their attempts to stop Gerry and I from lov- 
ing. At first harsh words and dirty looks. 
Then physical abuse. 

The first time I was forced to stand 
watch, unable to do anything behind the 


‘ glass. Gerry disappeared after that, and it 


was six weeks before I even saw him again, 
but I was unable to even speak. The follow- 
ing two months, I was never to see Gerry 
except passing in the halls or yard. On June 
22, 1992, the night before my release, Gerry 
met me, waiting in the stairwell, safe from 
view. We kissed and he said good-bye. 


Things had changed so much from the 
small northern Ontario town. Life in 
Toronto had been incredible. It all started 
that first Pride Day. I was finally free! God, 
what a feeling that as! Free to love. Free to 


be me...But let’s not fool ourselves. Prison 
was a Slap in the face. It brought me from 


the gay community, the place of fairy tales, 


to the reality of the real world. Life for gays 
and lesbians is not grand everywhere. We 
grow comfortable within our community 
and forget what life is like beyond the com- 
fort zone, and beyond our confines. We still 
have a long way to go. Gerry and I used to 
lay in the grass and dream. Dream of a 
place with no hate, a place where love has 
no gender... Our place. 


Pride Day 1992: The Metropolitan 
Community Church is packed. Jim Ferry 
appears. Everyone’s in tears — perhaps 
tears of joy or perhaps tears of relief. On the 
inside he was our source of strength. His 
courage helped us stand proud and tall. My 
friend Rick attended Pride Day with me. 
His first pride Day. It was a nice feeling 
watching him experience, watching him 


grow and feel. Watching him, I saw myself - 
when I was sixteen at my first Pride Day. ` 


It's kind of cute..No more closet for Ricky. 
April, 1993: March on Washington. Today’s 
the day we stand together. A little taller, a 
little prouder. Working together to tear 
down our confines. Today we get a little 
closer to the dream that Gerry and I used to 
dream of the dream that’s shared by so 
many of us. Today we ensure many more 
like my Rick. Able to come out, able to feel 
safe, able to be free and proud. 


Not so long ago Pride Day and the 
March on Washington were only a 
dream...Now we make today’s dreams 
tomorrow’s reality. 

All my love, 
Glenn 


(Glen was in a local jail for this year’s Lesbian 
and Gay Pride Day in Toronto on June 27th..) 
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On March 16, 1992, the Washington 
State Department of Corrections (DOC) 


‘signed a contract with AT&T (American 


Telephone & Telegraph) for the latter to 
provide telephone services to all the pris- 
ons in the Washington prison system. 
AT&T, in turn, has subcontracted with 


' three Local Exchange Companies (LEC’s) 


to provide local telephone service. 


_The contract covers two types of LEC 
public telephones. One is services for pris- 


_ oners who can only make collect calls. The 


others are public phones for use by staff and 
visitors who can make collect and pay calls. 


The subcontractors and the facilities 
they service are GTE for the Washington 
State Reformatory, Twin Rivers, Indian 
Ridge and the Special Offender Center. PTI 
does Clallam Bay, Purdy, Olympic CC, Pine 
Lodge Pre-Release and Coyote Ridge. 
USWC does Shelton, Walla Walla, McNeil 
Island, Airway Heights, Tacoma Pre- 
Release, Cedar Creek and Larch. 


The DOC does not own the telephone 
monitoring and recording equipment it has 
installed. Rather, as part of the contract, 
each telephone company provides and 
maintains public telephone sets, all associat- 


ed equipment, lines, dictaphone record- 


ing /monitoring equipment, call timing and 
call blocking software. Title to all the 
phones, recording equipment, etc., remains 


_ with the contractor. The DOC has agreed to 


defend against any and all litigation chal- 
lenging the contractot’s provision of call 
recording and call monitoring equipment. 
That provision will extend beyond the actu- 


-al life of the contract, which is for five years. 


Each contractor provides the superin- 
tendent of each prison with a monthly 
report that details, by institution, the date, 
time, payphone number, called number and - 
length of each call made from a prisoner 
telephone. eee this eo prison 


called or dates and times to choose which | 


calls to listen to after they have been record- 
ed. The Washington DOC policy on phone 
recording, DOC Policy 450.200, states that 
the tapes of all phone calls will be main- 
tained for at least a one-year period. 


With regards to the kickback that the 
DOC receives from prisoner phone calls the 
contract states: “7.A In return for the right 
to provide Inmate and Public Telephone 
Service under this agreement, Contractor 

_GTE, PTI and USWC shall each pay to the 
department on a monthly basis the com- 


_ missions set forth.in attachment 1 to this 


agreement. Each carrier's monthly commis- 
sion checks shall be sent to the superinten- 
dent of each covered correctional institution 


: or work release program, made payable to 


the Inmate Welfare Fund, unless and until 
the Department shall specify a different 
payee for the carrier’s commission checks.” 


The commission rates that the contract 
specifies are 24% of billed revenues from 
calls carried by AT&T, 27% for those calls 


assert their, 


DOC phone rip-off 


carried by GTE and PTI, and a whopping 


35% forall calls carried by USWC. 
Needless to say, the telephone companies 
aren't giving the DOC these commissions 
out of their profit margin, rather they are 
adding this on as a surcharge to what they 
bill the people we call. 


The contract states that it is the respon- 
sibility of the contractor to abide by the 
rates established by the FCC (Federal 
Communications Commission). I’ve done 
some preliminary research into this matter 
and it seems that 47 U.S.C. § 202-207, which 
prohibits telephone carriers from discrimi- 
nating among their clients and charging 
them more, would provide a means by 


| which to challenge this. 18 U.S.C. § 2510 


and 2511 limit the conditions in which 
phones can be tapped or recorded by the 
government. The law applies to prisons. 
See: Kimberlin v. Quinlan, 774 F. Supp 1 (DC 
1991); United States v. Amen, 831 F.2d 373 


(2nd Cir. 1987); but has been held not to 


apply to prisoners’ calls because prison 
officials are considered law enforcement 
personnel. See: United States v. Noriega, 917 
F.2d 1543 (11th Cir. 1990); Lee v. Carlson, 645 
F. Supp 1430 (SD NY 1986). 


My thinking is that a challenge to both 


-the extortionate surcharge and the moni- 


toring would have to be brought by the 
outside person receiving the phone call. As 
a matter of standing the prisoner making 
the call is not affected because they don’t 


pay the phone bill and are not being pro- 


vided with the service. Thus the prisoner 
does not have standing té-challenge the 
practices. There are other issues as well 
such as the outside person’s right to 


_ choose the carrier of the call, etc. The out- 


side people can challenge the fact that their 
right not to be charged discriminatory 


| prices under 47 U.S.C. § 202-207 is being 


violated by this practice. They can also 
ight to privacy under; the, 


fourth tco cerning terepnrnon 





Erne MOOIE. All the published 


cases that uphold prison officials’ recording 
of prisoner calls have been brought by a 
prisoner. None have been filed by the free 
person being called. 


To get the applicable telephone rates, 
which are centrally filed with the govern- 
ment, write to: Federal Communications 
Commission, Common Carrier Bureau, 
1919 M St. N.W., Washington D.C. 20554. 
Ask for the rates applicable in your area, 
the company in question, etc. 


While the phone company or DOC 
being sued on this issue would argue that 
by accepting a collect call from a prisoner 
the person being called is consenting to 
being recorded, that type of reasoning has 
been rejected by courts dealing with free 
world visitors to prisoners being searched. 
See: Thorne v. Jones, 765. F.2d 1270 (5th Cir. 
1985); Daughterty v. Campbell, 935 F.2d 780 
(6th Cir. 1991); Marriot by and through 
Marriot v. Smith, 931 F.2d 517 (8th Cir. 1991). 
The courts have held that forcing a person 


Cutbacks th reaten 
prisoners’ health in Indiana 


Contagious diseases have always 
been a threat in prison. The danger has 
been increasing lately due to overcrowd- 
ing, the criminal lack of medical care, the 

| disregard of preventative measures, and 
the high levels of communicable and 
infectious diseases within the prison pop- 
ulation. The Indiana Department of 
Corrections has now eliminated another 

_ line of defense in preventing the spread of 
certain diseases. 

A March 15, 1993 Executive Directive 
from Commissioner H. Christian DeBruyn 


states that the prison need no longer pro- 
vide a medical examination, a TB test or 
lung X-ray before a prisoner is assigned to 
work in Food Service. 


The annual medical examination for 
staff and prisoners, and the screening of 
food handlers, has also been eliminated. 
Instead the directive requests that prison- 
ers assigned to Food Service “are not to 
work if they have a communicable or 
infectious disease such as an open wound, 
an acute respiratory infection, or vomiting 
or diarrhea caused by an infection.” But 


~ PO. Box 2310 
Wash ington, D.C. 


to choose between a search that violates 
the fourth amendment and being allowed 
to visit their loved one in prison is not a 
“choice” at all and thus is not a valid con- 
sent. The same argument and reasoning 
can be applied to the phone recording 
issue: that is, a “choice” between talking to 
their friend or family member on the 
phone or consenting to a search and 
seizure of the telephone conversation by 
government officials is no choice at all and 
thus not a valid consent. 


The supreme court has held that both 
federal wiretapping statutes and the fourth 
amendment require particularized suspi- 
cion that someone has committed a crime 
when a non-prisoner’s phone call is record- 
ed or monitored by government officials. A 
court order authorizing the tapping is also 
required. See: United States v. Donovan, 429 
US 413, 97 S.Ct. 658 (1977). Obviously the 
free person being called by the prisoner is 
the party who has.to assert this right. 


At least one court has held that charg- 
ing prisoners’ families excessive phone 
rates is unconstitutional. See: Tuggle v. 
Barksdale, 641 F. Supp 34 (MD TN 1985). 
But that seems to be an isolated ruling. I 
think the best results will likely be obtained 
by an outside person challenging the pric- 
ing scheme on statutory grounds and 
asserting their fourth amendment rights 
against the recording. I am interested in 
hearing from anyone who has litigated this 
issue or who has any ideas. 


| Currently CURE (Citizens United for the 


Rehabilitation of Errants) is working on get- 
ting a bill passed in Congress which would 
allow prisoners to direct-dial their phone 
calls and would ban this type of telephone 
extortion by the DOC and phone compa- 
nies. They require more information on the 
phone set-up in differ- 
ent states and prisons. 
Their address is: 


CURE 


0073: 


The following 

method is suggested 
by CURE on how to 
determine the actual 
cost of prisoner tele- 
phone calls. This can 
be used for litigation 
challenging the rates 
and/or be sent to 
CURE for their lobby- 
ing campaign on this 
issue. 
(1.) Receive a one- 
minute telephone call 
from a prisoner calling 
collect from a prison. 
Save your telephone 
bill which shows the 
cost of the call. 


(2.) From the same 
telephone number that 
you received the pris- 
oner call in No. 1 
above, call the person 


not to worry though, for those of us with 


faith in prison staff, for the “Food Service 


supervisor shall remove temporarily any 
Food Service worker, either staff or 
offender, who has signs of a communica- 
ble or infectious disease such as an open 
wound, an acute respiratory infection, or 
vomiting or diarrhea caused by an-infec- 
tion. (Raising obvious questions as to 
how said supervisors are to check for 
signs of diarrhea.) 


As we hear from Indiana prisoners, 
Daniel Johnson, “This may not sound like 
much, but when you think about the per- 
son who just handed you the tray of food 
or the guy who just prepared it, you now 
wonder if he has tuberculosis, hepatitis or 
any number of contagious diseases. I am 
sure that all of us know that being in 
places like this, we are already at high risk 


direct. When the phone answers, the charge 
on your bill should be for a Semi etl 
Save your telephone bill which shows the 
cost of this call. 


(3.) When visiting at the same prison from 
and to which the above telephone calls were 
made, call the same telephone number the 
prisoner called in No. 1 above from a pay 
phone in or near the prison. Make this call 
“collect”, operator assisted. Save your tele- 
phone bill which shows the cost of this call. 


(4.) Immediately after the above phone call 

is made, call the same telephone number 
direct, using coins, from the pay phone at or 
near the prison. Determine the connection 
charge which should be the same as a one- 
minute call. Make a notation of the charge. 
The calls should all be received and made 
using the same structure, i.e. weekend rate, 
holiday rate, day or evening rate, etc., in 


_ order that the charges you submit accurate- 


ly reflect the same rate. = 


The issue of telephone access is a vital 
one to prisoners. Virtually all US prisons 
are located far from the urban centers most 
prisoners come from. The isolation of pris- 
ons makes visitation difficult if not impos- 
sible. As a group prisoners and our families 
tend to be poor and ill able to afford this 
type of ri- off. The telephone tepresents the 
best way, aside from personal visits, for 
prisoners to maintain family ties and rela- 
tionships with their friends, family, loved | 
ones and the community. It should not be 
held hostage to extortionate pricing by the 
telephone monopolies and the DOCS. ce 
Paul Wright #930783 
P.O. Box 777 WSR 
Monroe, WA 98272-0777 


(Reprinted from Prison Legal News.) 





of obtaining any of these type of diseases. 


Now we have lost one of our safety 
factors which may not have helped every- 
one, but it was a necessary safeguard 
against the spread of highly infectious dis- 
ease which do not necessarily show symp- 
toms. This is just another brick out of the 
wall of safety which separates us from 
total dehumanization. For more informa- 
tion, write: co 
Daniel Johnson #854209 


P.O. Box 30 
Pendleton, IN 46064 


If you wish to comment on this, write to: 


H. Christian DeBruyn 

Commissioner Department of Corrections 
804 State Office Bldg 

Indianapolis, IN 46204 
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Whoever works without 
knowledge works uselessly 


“Let us reason together”, were 
Malcolm’s words, and I borrow them to 
open this dialogue with the brother who 
wrote the article entitled, “Should Afrikan 
People Celebrate Kwanzaa?” (PNS #39) 


Our ancestors taught the above 
proverb, and I think it is an appropriate 
proverb for the challenge of each of us who 
claim commitment to the liberation strug- 
gle of Afrikan people, in this country and 
in the world. It is shameful that our brother 
continues to perpetuate the myth that Dr. 
Maulana Karenga was/is an agent of the 
security forces of this country, and a traitor 
to his people’s struggle. It is also a shame 
that he would continue the callous and 
stoic lies of Louis Tackwood and that idio- 
syncratic document known as The Glass 
house Tapes as a sole source of his charges 
against the brother, and then use it as a jus- 
` tification to denounce the Afrikan-n- 
_America struggle for National Liberation 

and Independence. Though the brother can 
and has defended himself repeatedly since 
1967, it is essential to know and understand 
that even the U.S. Government has vindi- 
cated him, as well as two Los Angeles 
newspapers, Newsweek, Time, The 
Washington Post, etc. (See: The Senate 
Select Hearings On Governmental 
Operations With Respect To Intelligence 
Activities, Washington, D.C., U.S. 
Government Printing Office, 1976.) 


The conspiracy theory and the UCLA 


shootout are incorrect and one-sided, not to. 


mention slanderous, and to repeat again, 
again, and again is part of the very well- 
planned strategy of the opposition to 
“divide, discredit, disrupt and destroy” the 
Afrikan Liberation movement and its lead- 
ers. After nearly thirty years, one would 


think that these documents would have _ 


~ been read, or more thar vood would 
be used as a source to discredit the brother. 
The use of the “confessions” of an admitted 
spy in an obscure publication to attack the 
brother’s authenticity is not evidence, it’s 
slander, and our brother should know that. 
But more than simple slander, it is a contri- 
bution to the enemy. For when the slaves 
fight among themselves, the master need 
not worry about his position, it is secure. 


Beyond Tackwood, the only source of 
this is the allegations of the former Black 
Panther Party and its leadership, and the 
former allies of the white Left. Each pan- 
dered and pimped this myth for all its 
worth, but when the moment of truth 
came, it went without their participation. 
For the sake of clarity, reason and history, 
our brother ought to abandon this irra- 
tional line of thinking that was given to us 
by the COINTELPRO program and its 
allies. The UCLA murders were not the 
result of Dr. Maulana Karenga and his US 
Organization in compliance with police 
orders; rather, they were the result of the 


We need donations 
We are getting as many as 150 
requests for new prisoner-subscribers 
each issue. In order to help provide, we 
need voluntary renewals from sub- 


scribers — sending out renewal letters 
is one of those tasks for which there 


never seems to be enough time; and we 
need donations from individuals and 
groups doing prison support work. We 
know that times are hard, and we are 
only asking those who can affor it. 
Send donations to: 


Bulldozer 
P.O. Box 5052, Stn A 
Toronto, Ont MSW 1W4 





intolerance of two groups vying for imag- 
ined power, of two rival groups who had 
been forced (by the local and national secu- 
rity agencies in their attempt to “prevent 
the rise of a Messiah who could unite the 
various factions of the Movement”) to a 
point a showdown and couldn’t back off in 
a time and context in which the gun was 
considered a kind of god and the arbiter of 
any and all conflicts. 


Further, in this senseless attack, the 
brother fails to tell us exactly what function 
Dr. Karenga performs at this late date to 
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fulfill his assigned role to disrupt and dis- 
credit the National Liberation struggle — 
especially considering that he is one of the 


‘few activists remaining from the 60s who 


still has the courage to stand up and chal- 
lenge the system of our oppression and 
exploitation. According to the testimony of 
our brother, his purpose was long ago 
served, therefore his ideas are worthless. 
And then, even if one could prove these 
allegations, exactly what has that to do 
with Kwanzaa? Our brother fails to tell us, 
but instead focuses his attention on the 
slanderous charges. 


Dr. Maulana Karenga has not turned 
his back on our struggle, involved himself 
in the drug trade, nor has he written any 
book on how to barbeque the pork so much 


a part of our people’s diet, nor has he wait- 


ed some twenty years to 
write a book on his and our 
“people's continuing struggle, 
nor has he appeared on 
national TV to plug his book 
or analysis of the failures of 
the 1960s. I agree 101% that 
we ought to abandon the 
hero-worship that so many 
are engaged in, but that 
should in no way allow us to 
denounce and/or diminish 
the contributions each has 
made to our struggle for 
national liberation. 

Kwanzaa is now cele- 
brated by more than eighteen 
million Afrikan people across 
the globe, and can be identi- 
fied as an Afrikan celebra- 
tions at/to its roots, and a lit- 
tle research into Afrikan con- 
tinental culture (and that of 
our people in the south) 
would prove this. No one can 
honestly deny that we, as a 
people, need unity to pursue 
‘our historic right to self- 
determination, nor can one 


deny.the need ror collective 
work and 
create a system of COREE 
economics that benefits all of 
our people. beyond. the 
exploitative and oppressive 
arrangements of capitalism. 


Our purpose must 
always be a creative one, call- 
ing forth the very best of/in 
our people to achieve victory. 
And, trusting our leaders and 
faithfully following their 

- instructions and guidance. 
This doesn’t mean, nor 
should it mean, that they can- 
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not be questioned or criticized, but it does 


mean that we identify our true interests - 


and objectives, and work together towards 
achieving them. Our effective liberation 
will come from the practice of the values of 


Kwanzaa (the Nugzo Saba), not the wor- 


ship of Dr. Karenga, even though he is the 
creator of the holiday. Whatever one might 
think of the brother, be it true or false, one 
has to acknowledge that the values cele- 
brated at that time are needed values, 
required values and no character assassina- 
tion, or hero worship, will alter that funda- 
mental fact. 


By way of conclusion, allow me to 
emphasize that if our brother wants to deal 
with Kwanzaa, then that is what he ought 


to validate, or invalidate, what ought to be 


discussed as a contribution or denial of our 
historical mission/duty. And, if Dr. 
Maulana Karenga is the issue, then one 
should remember what Malcolm said we 
should do; i.e., not be a fool who tries to 
ignore the facts and refuse to change, but 
rather to be a wise person, use our intelli- 
gence to encourage mental flexibility to 
understand ourselves and our opposition, 
especially when newly-revealed facts are 
placed before us. 


If we won't listen to Malesi then let 
us listen to the wisdom of our ancestors, 
who taught us that, “Not to know is bad; 
not to wish to know is worst.” The continu- 
ation of worn arguments and the callous 
theses of those who oppose us need to by 
reassossed. Louis Tackward and his asinine 
book need to be left’in the dustbins of his- 
tory, as do all those who still think that rev- 
olution is like instant coffee. The Glass 
House Tapes are not the substance on which 
one can build, nor are misunderstandings 
about what happened at UCLA in the peri- 


od of our growth and development as a 


people in resistance. The rantin’ and raving 
of former allies ought to be silenced by our 
authentic commitment a 





enoanice 


we find ourselves eon on the eck it 
ought to be against the enemy and all who 
support his immoral rule and ruin. We 
ought to go on the attack remembering 
what Amilcar Cabral taught us: “Hide noth- 
ing from the masses of our people. Tell no 
lies. Expose lies whenever they are told. 
Mask no difficulties, mistakes, failures. 
Claim no easy victories.” 


C process. Al a, V 


Respectfully submitted, 


Baba O. Yusufu LaSumba (Lonell J. Mosley) 
P.O. Box 300-C-81066 
Vienna, IL 62995-0300 





More on 
Kwanzaa 


Greetings of Peace: 


In response to the question of should 
Afrikans celebrate Kwanzaa? (raised in the 
January/February 1993 issue 2 PNS ), the 
answer is a definite yes. 


Kwanzaa stresses the best of Afrikan 
values, and it’s one of the most progressive 
institutions to grow out of the Afrikan 
experience in Amerikkka. An objective 


„analysis of some of the social ills plaguing 
_our community, e.g., Black on Black vio- 


lence, individualism, high unemployment, 
etc., which are all by-products of white 
supremacy (Racism), makes it obvious that 
the values stressed in Kwanzaa are essential 
to our survival and development. 


Not only will these values help to 
redress some of the contemporary socio- 
economic and political problems that we're 
dealing with, but they also grow out of our 
own traditional Afrikan culture. In this 
sense, Karenga demonstrates great hind- 
sight and vision in extracting these values. 


As a people who have been oppressed and 
systematically stripped of our culture 
(names, language, religion, mythology, cos- 
mogony, economic organization, world- 
view, etc.), it’s an imperative part of the lib- 
eration process that we reclaim that culture. 
Kwanzaa is playing an instrumental role in 
this process. S 

Frantz Fanon and many others have 
called for the development of a revolution- 
ary culture, which I agree is very impor- 
tant, but a revolutionary culture within 
itself is not sufficient. If the revolutionary 
culture is not based on the best of the peo- 
ple’s traditional culture, it will not com- 
plete the process of liberating that people. 
Many: brothers and sisters have 
Revolutionary ideas, which is cool, but still 
maintain Eurocentric values and a 
Eurocentric worldview. The liberation 
process must be total and complete. 


Now, the accusation made against 
Maulana Karenga is very serious, but the 
issue is made even more serious by the 
context in which it’s being raised. Not only 
is Karenga’s credibility being brought into 
question, but the credibility of what i, and 
many others, consider to be a very viable 
and important institution, Kwanzaa, is also 


being brought into question. If it’s conclu-. 


sively proven that Karenga was a govern- 


ment agent, i will be one of the first to stop 
acknowledging Kwanzaa, in spite of its 
obvious importance in reconnecting us 
with our culture, but this is not the case. It 
will take much more than the howlings of a 
character like louis tackwood to convince 
me that Karenga was an agent. After all, it 
was tackwood’s job, being an avowed 
agent himself, to plant these type of divi- 


sive seeds. As we know, one of COINTEL- 


PRO’s objectives was to create division and 


general paranoia within. the Afrikan 


Liberation Movement, so if the rumor of 
Karenga being an agent has its origin with 


guys like tackwood, then we must certainly 


question its validity. History demands this! 


So, once again, my answer to the broth- 
er’s question is a definite yes. Kwanzaa must 
not be discarded based on unsubstantiated 
rumors, and his US (United Slaves) organi- 
zation may have been manipulated into 
murdering two New Afrikan Soldiers, but 
this doesn’t translate into agent. No popular 


Afrikan Nationalist Organization of the. 


“60s, from the Nation of Islam to the SCLC, 
was immune from the operations of COIN- 
TELPRO. 

Hotep! 

Karimu U. Diop . 
s/n Spruell #202362 
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Behavior modification i in 


practice 


Behavior modification is the utilization 
of any means, or device, to-alter the person- 
ality or psychic state of an:individual or 
group. Electric shock. Sensory deprivation. 


_Psycho-surgery. Drug conditioning. And 


indeterminate sentences ... That is behavior 
modification at work! 


Many of these methods are based on 
the theories of the late psychologist B.F. 
Skinner, who, as the New York Times 
reported (2/15/74), provided insight over 
an experimental program at a Pennsylvania 






























Members of The Moorish Science 
Temple of America, who are incarcerated 
in the penal institutions in the state of 
Indiana, have received much opposition 
and are being continuously denied the 
right to practice our religious beliefs as 
Moslems and followers of the Prophet 
Mohammad. The Indiana Department of 
Corrections (D.O.C.) officials have 
expressed themselves as being opposed 
to the propagation of the Islamic religion 
as taught by the Prophet Noble Drew Ali. 


Whatever the reason may be for 
their discrimination against the members 
of The Moorish Science Temple of 
America, which has Temples and Branch 
Temples throughout the U.S. and Branch 
Temples in both federal and state institu- 
tions, except the state of Indiana? The 
D.O.C. does not have the legal right to 
deny members of The Moorish Science 
Temple equal protection of the law as 
afforded to other religious organizations 
with the D.O.C. and we appeal to each of 
you to support us in a positive effort to 
stop this discrimination and grave injus- 
tice, because the first amendment, equal 
protection laws, and the American con- 
stitution swing open the door to reli- 
gious freedom to all alike and each may 
worship as they desire. Without religious 
freedom, no search for truth could be 
possible. Without religious freedom 
there would be no inspiration to lift our 
heads and gaze with fearlessness into the 
vast beyond, seeking hope eternal. 


Possibly in time the D.O.C. will no 


The Moorish Science Temple of America 
and will no longer deny us equal pro- 


Moorish temple appeal 


. Commissioner 


longer discriminate against members of | 


corrections institution (SCI-Camp Hill) 
using behavior modification principles in 
which a reinforcer — or reward —-was 
given at each stage the subject produced 
the specified behavior. 


Today, every Pennsylvania prisoner 
has experienced the Commonwealth’s 
Classification and Honor system where 
reinforcers (upgrades in status, added priv- 
ileges, or housing based on so-called honor 
blocks) are bestowed for participation in 
treatment programs. 


However, these prac- 
tices are not new in the 
penal environment. In 
Connecticut, “electric 
shocks” were adminis- 
tered to prisoners as they 

2 watched slides of unde- 
sirable behavior (NY 
Times 2/15/74). At a 
Medical Facility in 
California, the drug anec- 
tine was used to make 
“unco-operative prison- 
ers stop breathing for up 
to two minutes while a 
therapist talked to them 
about their misdeeds”. 
And in an Iowa program, 
a drug called apmorphine 
was injected, without 
consent, into a prisoner 
who had violated prison 
rules: “He was then exer- 
cised and within fifteen 
minutes he began vomit- 
ing — the vomiting lasted 


(N.Y. Times 2/15/74). ° 


or control the behavior of 
prisoners, nothing is 





tection of the law as is afforded to other 
religious organizations within the 
Indiana D.O.C. and prove that in 
mankind, tolerance is better than 
unwarranted opposition. 








We, members of The Moorish 
Science Temple of America, within the 
penal institutions throughout the state of 
Indiana deeply appreciate and pray to 
Allah that our loved ones, friends, sup- 
porters, leaders, religious leaders, 
Moslem brothers and sisters, would 
write appeal letters opposing the denial 
of the right to practice our religious 
beliefs and demand that the religious 
discrimination against the members of 
The Moorish Science Temple of America 
within the Indiana D.O.C. be stopped 
and encouraging the Commissioner to 
afford us our religious rights and equal 
protection rights as they do with the 
American Muslim Mission, Jews, 
Christians and Indians. œ 




















Letters of support should be sent to: 







Indiana Department of Corrections 
804 State Office Bldg. 
Indianapolis, IN 46204 


Chaplain Doris J. Woodruff 
Supervisor, Religious Service 
Indiana Department of Corrections 
100 N. State Ave. 

Indianapolis, IN 46204 


thanks, 


Lorenzo L. Stone-Bey 
PO. Box 41 
Michigan City, IN 46360-0041 











for almost a half hour” 


anca Iviu. Very 


more dreaded than the use of long-term 
solitary confinement. For example, the 
Federal Bureau of Prisons medical center in 
Missouri used behavior techniques through 
sensory deprivation: “It placed ‘trouble- 
some’ prisoners (a catchword that includes 
political non-conformists, leaders of ethnic 
groups, etc.) in round-the-clock total isola- 
tion cells without TVs, radios, nor reading 
material, and then, if the prisoner met cer- 
tain behavior rules, moved them up to one 
level after the other — each with more priv- 
ileges than the preceding level.” (N.Y. Times 
2/26/74). 


In 1985, staff psychologists of the 


Maine State Corrections system issued a 
report which complained that, “placing a 
prisoner in solitary confinement creates 
management problems far exceeding any 
problem that existed when the individual 
was part of the jail’s general population.” 
In solitary, the study laments, “prisoners 
lack access to normal prison reinforcements 
(e.g. freedom of movement, novelty work, 
and sports activities) and after a while 
begin to go crazy — reinforce each other’s 
acting out behavior — and become destruc- 
tive and extremely violent”. Clearly, the 
evidence seems overwhelming that solitary 
confinement alone, even in the absence of 
physical brutality (i.e. beatings by prison 


guards) or unhygienic living conditions, 


can produce emotional damage and 
declines in mental functioning. 


At the State Corrections Institution in 
Huntingdon, Pa., prison officials have 
added a twist to other established sensory 
deprivation practices by segregating in its 
solitary confinement unit, the prison’s 
mentally-ill inmate population, which — 
because of the lack of appropriate medical 
care — commits insane antics on a never- 
ending basis. At Huntingdon prison, circa 
1990, behavior modification practices made 
inmates Durham, Pipehead, Larry and 
Woolfoke commit suicide without second 
ceed It makes Ike, SERER Trees, Sid 
geressive and destructive. 

made Malik, Zuman and 
aian to "escape" to the State’s 
Mental Health Hospital at Farview. It 
makes Steve, Sa‘id and Brother Charles 
philosophic, poetic and extremely bitter. It 
makes Smiley, Ben, Tank, and Grady go on 
tilt 24 hours each day. And it makes politi- 
cal prisoner Mumia Abu-Jamal sing: 
“Zoom baby, I'd like — to fly - away!” 


Although experimention programs 
have greatly centered on prisons and men- 
tal institutions, Dr. Skinner saw control of 
American society as a much broader goal. 





Attention all Muslims and non- 
Muslims: We, the Muslims of Pelican Bay 
State Prison in California would like 
your support in helping to establish a 
community (ummah) here in security 
housing units D and C facility. This will 
or may be hard to do based on the struc- 
ture of these facilities. One of our main 
purposes for establishing at least a form 
of communication so that at least we will 
know who is back here. Muslims can cel- 
lie up and be able to perform Jumuah 
Prayers. Another purpose is to know 
where and who you are so that those of 
us who will be here during Ramadan can 
practice it during the Holy Month. 


The P.A. has already been contacted 
concerning this issue. It’s highly proba- 
ble that he will ignore the request, seeing 
that few, if any, are demanding their reli- 
gious rights. - 

The brothers in Lucasville, Ohio are 
also trying to accomplish a task so that 
Muslims will have a forum of communi- 
cation. You, brothers can write to them at 
this address: 





ücuma ponder 


Attention — Muslims in 
Pelican Bay S.H.U. 
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In his book, Behaviorally Engineered Society, 
Skinner would delegate to specialists 
(police, priests, owners, teachers, -therapists 
and the like) the task of changing undesir- 
able behavior with his special brand of 
rewards, or reinforcements (N.Y. Post 
3/19/72). As a result, many behavioral pro- 
grams have been conducted in secret. The 
General Accounting Office of the U.S. 
Government has stated that there are tens 
of thousands of behavioral research pro- 
jects being financed by state agencies. The 
magazine Human Events reported that, “a 
preliminary check turned up 70,000 grants 
and contacts at the Department of Health, 
Education & Welfare; 10,000 within the 
Manpower Administration; and thousands 
of additional projects costing millions of 
dollars financed by the Defense Depart- 
ment, NASA, and the Atomic Energy 
Commission.” (1/15/72). 


Moreover, following the Watts and 
Detroit ghetto rebellions of the mid 60s, a 
letter entitled “Role of Brain Disease in 
Riots and Urban Violence” was sent to the 
American Medical Association by Drs. 
Frank Ervin, Vernon Marks, and William 
Sweet. These men recommended, “diag- 
nosing the many ‘Black violent slum 
dwellers’ who have some brain pathology 
and treating them with brain surgery.” One 
need not wonder what the government is 
now planning since the aftermath of the 
1992 L.A. rebellion! 


In conclusion, behavior modification is 
not limited to the above-mentioned prac- 
tices in prisons nor to drug therapy in men- 
tal hospitals. To halt social unrest, the gov- 
ernment has established an entire system 
for forming, changing, or eliminating cer- 
tain behavior and thoughts. Further, these 
techniques are practiced and extolled at a 
time of sensationalized crime and violence, 
the conditioned demand for law and order, 
and the played-on fears of the masses ... 


Yet, what is the government's real inten- 
tion and who are its unsispecang Vi icim 


| “William L. Marshall AP4826 


Drawer R 

Huntingdon, PA 16652 

References: Dorothy Burnham, “Science and 
Racism” A Freedomway Reader, #0493 

Thomas B. Benjamin, “Solitary Confinement as 
Psychological Punishment”. 

Joseph Nahem, “Psychology and Psychiatry 
Today”. 


William L. Marshall is a prisoner at the SCI- 
Huntingdon (PA.) who spent four years in 
the prison’s solitary confinement unit. 





Ahmad Abdul Mugsit 

Info. Amir # 180-391 

P.O. Box 45699 
Lucasville, OH 45699-0001 


They will get to you concerning 
their newsletter, Muslim Ultimate 
Struggle. 











Brothers can send requests to the 
P.A. demanding that our religious prac- 
tices be recognized in Pelican Bay S.H.U. 
I intend to get to the Imans on A and B 
facility and try to gain their support on 
the mainline. It is hard because the per- - 
son in charge of chaplain procedures is 
not on our side and could care less if we 
practice our religion or not. Also 602s 
can be filed and/or U.S.C. 42 1983. 


Remember, my brothers, we must 
hold fast to Allah’s rope (3.103) Holy 
Qur-an. We must somehow maintain our 
unity back here in this hole, this hell, this 
mind trip! co 
Jazakallahu Khair. ra! 

Sadiki Asadullaah D-65179 
PO. Box 7500 D1-216 
















